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- Relief Campaigns |

IGO0 launches winter rellef campalgn

The International Islamic Charitable
Organization has launched a campaign to
provide winter relief to Syrian and Palestinian
refugees and displaced persons.

The ‘One Body' campaign includes the
distribution of food parcels valued at 30
dinars and containing enough food to feed
five people for a month, single hot meals at
a cost of two dinars, a special winter meal
costing 15 dinars, a heater and fuel for a
family for 35 dinars and for two people for 6
dinars.

The campaign will target Syrians and
Palestinianslivingin camps, enabling them to
survive the current cold winter temperatures.

“IICO and its volunteer teams will provide
food baskets, winter clothes, blankets,
heating and fuel for Syrians and Palestinians
in camps in cooperation with partners
working in the humanitarian field," 11CO
President Dr Abdullah Al-Maatoug said in a
press statement.

Maatouq called on philanthropists, private
sector owners and Kuwaiti residents to
support the campaign which focuses on
refugees and displaced persons, many of
whom are women and children who are
facing bitter temperatures, living in squalid
camps and lacking the most basic essentials
of life.

“We must count our blessings that we
enjoy warmth, ease and security and give
assistance to those less fortunate, helping
ease their burden during the cold winter
months,” Maatoug said.

Maatouqg explained that [ICO is taking
donations for the campaign via its website
www.iico.org, at its headquarters in South
Surra, branches and commercial complexes
across the country. There is also a special
hotline Tel: 1808300.

Millions of Syrian refugees are spending
their seventh consecutive winter in
refugee camps, and this year the country is
experiencing severe frosts, snow and heavy
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rain, putting them at risk of death and
disease.

Maatoug spoke of the painful scenes
witnessed by field workers and urged
humanitarian organization and donors to act
quickly.

The president pointed out that recent
projects for Syrians have included seven
million portions of bread being produced
over a period of six months to support Syrian
bakeries.

In addition, a team of IICO volunteers
distributed food baskets to 400 families in
mountain areas and villages in the region of
Rihaniyah on the Turkish-Syrian border, relief
materials were provided to 1000 displaced
Syrian families sheltering under trees on
the Turkish border, medical equipment and
medicines for chronic diseases were provided
to facilitate free clinics and awareness
lectures were held for 500 school children.

In the past few days, the ‘Tarahum’
volunteer team carried out the ‘Afaf’ project
in cooperation with local associations. The
project enabled Syrian widows to remarry
and the first stage involved the marriage of
30 young men and women who took partin a
group wedding ceremany full of hope and joy.
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To support the humanitarian
situation in Irag

Engineer Badr Saud Al-Sumait
General Manager and the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee

With the rise of rates of poverty in some countries, the expansion of armed conflicts, and the exacerbation
of its humanitarian repercussions in other countries, the State of Kuwait has provided leading humanitarian
madels and approaches that have played a pivotal role in alleviating humanitarian challenges around the
world.

Those efforts have established Kuwait as an international center, a beacon of humanitarian action, and a
key impetus for the coronation of His Highness Sheikh Sabbah Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al Sabbah, the Emir of
the State of Kuwait, May Allah protect him, as a leader of humanitarian action on the stage of the United
Nations in a precedent of its kind.

The State of Kuwait, by hosting the Kuwait International Conference for the Reconstruction of Irag, both
formally and nationally, during the period from 12 to 14 February 2018, is adding to its humanitarian record
a new humanitarian chapter, and seeks to strengthen and mobilize local, regional and international efforts
to alleviate the suffering of Iragi brothers affected by armed conflicts.

We, at the International Islamic Charity Organization, would like to thank the Government of our beloved
country for its renewed trust in [ICO’s charity experience and its ability to mobilize and organize the efforts
of the NGOs to support the humanitarian situation in Irag, hoping to be always up to its expectations by
the will of Allah.

As soon as IICO received the mandate of the Kuwaiti Council of Ministers to organize the conference, in
consultation and coordination with the Kuwaiti Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 1ICO formed a Preparatory
Committee for the Conference to work on its development in a civilized manner that suits the position of
the State of Kuwait on the humanitarian map, and which would not come to a halt at the mobilization and
departure of participating organizations, but will continue to follow up the pledges of those organizations,
which could hopefully be translated into ambitious humanitarian projects and programs to serve the
aggrieved people.

In addition, 1ICO has launched a website www.iico.org/conference/, where you could find - God willing - a
constant update of the developments of the Conference and its activities and the volume of its contributions
through written and audiovisual content. Praying to Allah, the Almighty, to grant us blessedness, success
and acceptance.

Finally, all praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all worlds.
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Make a Hope for Iraqi People

Dr. Abdullah Maatouq Al Maatouq

Chairman of the International Islamic Charity Organization (IICO) and
President of the Conference

Y L

Kuwait of Giving and Generosity is used to aligning with humanity beyond all forms and images of
discrimination based on race, colour, language or religion.

Based on these established principles, the State of Kuwait stood by the poor and afflicted nations. It
has managed to embody, through its official and non-governmental organizations, leading humanitarian
stances in the fight against poverty, ignorance and disease, while containing the consequences of calamities

and disasters.

The first word of gratitude in this regard, after thanking God for his grace, blessings and generous and
charitable favour, should go for the leader of the humanitarian action His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Amir of the State of Kuwait - May Allah protect him - for his generous support of charity
work and its organizations. The second word of gratitude is to the generous Kuwaiti people, who demonstrate in
every critical situation, their generosity and the rooted love of charity in their hearts, conscience and behaviour.
Kuwait's record is rich with many humanitarian and development initiatives. In 2010, Kuwait hosted the
Eastern Sudan Reconstruction and Development Conference. IICO, on its part, sponsored a parallel conference
of non-governmental organizations. The outcomes of this conference have had a significant impact on the
development of eastern Sudan after a severe humanitarian crisis that had pervaded the region.

During the period from 2013-2016, Kuwait embraced three international conferences for donors to the Syrian
people. IICO co-chaired and sponsored the fourth conference held in the British Capital, London for the same
purpose.

In conjunction with these conferences, ICO led four parallel conferences to support the humanitarian situation
in Syria, during which I[ICO had mobilized dozens of Kuwait's, regional and international charity organizations.
These efforts have had a tangible impact on alleviating the suffering of Syrian refugees and displaced persons.
Today, Kuwait is prepared to host the Kuwait International Conference for the Reconstruction of Irag during the
period from 12 to 14 February 2018, under the patronage and chairmanship of the leader of the humanitarian
action His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Amir of the State of Kuwait, May Allah protect
him.

Concurrently with this Conference, [ICO is preparing to host dozens of organizations during the conference
including NGOs to support the humanitarian situation in Irag scheduled for 12/02/2018. We are hopeful that
this conference will achieve its humanitarian goals to alleviate the suffering of Iragi brothers affected by armed
conflicts.

In conclusion, we wish to avail ourselves of this opportunity to welcome the participating parties in the
Conference and call upon them to strengthen and enhance the efforts of response to the deteriorating
humanitarian situation in some areas of Iraqg, the efforts that thousands of displaced families are aspiring to
in hope.

Allah is the grantor of success.
[l aucitsn B a8
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at home and abroad, who will talk about the
dimensions of the humanitarian situation,
their experiences and the needs of millions
of displaced Iragis.

In a press statement, Maatoug expressed
his sincere thanks and appreciation to His
Highness the Emir for his generous and
supportive stance on humanitarian issues
and for “extending his helpful hands to all
parts of the world to help poor people and
alleviate the suffering of those affected by
disasters and humanitarian crises.”

“The conference aims to assess the
humanitarian situation in Irag and mobilise
the efforts of local, regional and international
organizations to learn about the basic
needs of the Iragi people affected by armed
conflicts, support the response efforts and
strengthen the partnership efforts in facing
the painful humanitarian challenges in the
country,” Maatouq continued.

Maatoug added that IICO has formed
a committee headed by Director General
Bader Saud Al-Sumait to prepare for the
conference, coordinate with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and distribute the various
tasks to the task forces.

He explained that the conference will
announce the pledges of the organizations
that will be allocated to support the
humanitarian situation in Irag for 2018,
allowing each donor organization the
opportunity to announce the commitments
of its institutions, which will be translated
into  humanitarian and development

s
dwoaiall pé Glabiall

3l b il 3 g pcal

7O SURROST THE HURALHTARSAN SITUATRON [ IRAT

A el 5 L)

International [slamic Charity Organization

programs.

“The I[ICO is scheduled to
issue periodic reports on the
implementation of the pledges
and donor organizations will have to
provide the Board with quarterly reports
on their humanitarian programs to be
implemented during 2018,” Maatouq said,
expressing the hope that the response to
the conference will be significant enough
to ensure its success, achieve its noble
humanitarian goals and alleviate the
suffering of those affected.

He pointed out that IICO has already
hosted four NGO conferences to support the
humanitarian situation in Syria, resulting
in pledges of one billion, three hundred
and eighteen million dollars between
2013 and 2016. Among these pledges,
and through periodic follow-up reports,
projects amounting to one billion and two
hundred and fifty four million dollars were
implemented.

In 2010 the organization organised an
NGO conference for the development
and reconstruction of eastern Sudan,
where armed conflicts led to a significant
humanitarian crisis.

The pledges from this conference
amounted to around 120 million dollars,
and the resulting projects had a significant
impact on improving the situation of the
affected people in terms of their health and
education levels.
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IGO0 hosts NGO Gonference to support the
humanitarian situation in Irag

F

The International Islamic Charitable
Organization will host an international
conference to support the humanitarian
situation in Irag.

The event will be held on 12 February,
2018, and will be attended by over 100 local,
regional and international organizations

[ICO President Dr Al-Maatoug said that the
event highlighted Kuwait's desire to “build
bridges” and its constant concern for stability
and peaceful coexistence in the region.

The conference is being held under the
directives of His Highness the Emir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the i
Kuwaiti government and will focus on the i
current humanitarian situation and response Iy
efforts in Irag. i

The event will involve the participation of ‘;3
a number of leaders of humanitarian work

—
_—
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IGO0 offers its congratulations fo HH the
Emir on his twelfth anniversary

The International Islamic  Charitable
Qrganization and its board of directors have
offered their sincere congratulations to His
Highness the Emir on the occasion of his
twelfth anniversary.

“The reign of His Highness the Emir has
witnessed a great development in philanthropic
and humanitarian work as a result of his belief
in the nobility of the humanitarian message
and its role in saving lives and his keenness to
raise the poor out of the quagmire of ignorance,
disease and destitution,” said the Head of the
charity and adviser in the Emiri Diwan, Abdullah
Al-Maaouq in a press statement.

“His Highness's historyis full of humanitarian
efforts and initiatives,” Maatoug continued,
adding: “Kuwait is now furthering its record
with its preparations to host the Kuwait
International Conference for the Reconstruction
of Irag on February 14 under the patronage of
HH the Emir”

“The Emir has made Kuwait a global
humanitarian centre,” said Maatoug, referring
to the United Nations naming the Emir a
“humanitarian leader” in recognition of
significant the role of Kuwait.

Three international donor conferences
have been held to support the humanitarian
situation in Syria and a fourth conference
was held in London in partnership with the
United Kingdom, the Kingdom of Norway,
Germany and the United Nations, in addition to
parallel events of non-governmental voluntary
organizations for the relief of the Syrian people.

Maatoug continued: “His Highness's helpful
hands have reached across the world, helping
poor people and alleviating the suffering of
those affected by disasters and humanitarian
crises.”

The president recalled the Emir’s directives
to organize campaigns to help earthquake
victims in Pakistan and Turkey, victims of
famine and desertification in Somalia and the
reconstruction and development of eastern
Sudan.

The Chairman of the Board at IICO expressed
his sincere congratulations to His Highness the

Emir on the occasion of this anniversary, which
he said is dear to the hearts of the Kuwaiti
people.

“At the national level, since his assumption
of power on January 19, 2006, His Highness
the Emir has been working to make Kuwait a
new and modern state, consolidating the equal
rights and duties of the Kuwaiti people and the
principles of democracy, freedom of opinion
and expression, cooperation and brotherhood,”
the chairman said.

He expressed his pride and joy on this special
day, saying that His Highness the Emir was able
to see Kuwait through a critical period of its
history thanks to God first and then thanks to
his wisdom and love of The Almighty, making
the State of Kuwait a model in the region.

The chairman added that HH the Emir had
been easily able to deal with Kuwait's internal,
political and economic issues, taking the
necessary decisions that had led to the nation’s
prosperity and national pride.

“His Highness affirmed that national unity is
the cornerstone of the cohesion of the Kuwaiti
people. Valuing their culture and their heritage
and cementing their belonging to a country that
knows no distinction between its people nor
any classification that touches its social fabric,
remaining a homeland for all, among whose
sans there is purity of soul, good intentions and
love of work,” he added.

He said that the Emir’'s long experience in
diplomatic work and his close ties with many
leaders and officials of the GCC and Arab
countrieshavecontributedtotheestablishment
of strong foundations in Kuwait's relations
with these countries. Also referring to the
pivotal role played by His Highness the Emir to
promote the efforts of the Gulf reconciliation
and to work towards healing the rift between
the nations after the dispute broke out in Gulf
House.

He asked God to protect His Highness
the Emir and to sustain him in good health,
security, freedom and stability, and to protect
the country of Kuwait and its people from all
evil.
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