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e Badhiutheen: Our country is
witnessing respect for all Faiths
and Co-existence between all
Citizens

organizations registered at the Kuwaiti Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and hoped to be able to respond
to the minister’s invitation to visit Sri Lanka and
inspect the conditions of the poor and needy
there. Dr. Maatouq also recalled the Sri Lankan
position opposing and denouncing the brutal
Iragi invasion of Kuwait from its first moments.

The IICO President mentioned that Sri Lanka
is one of tens of countries where 1ICO operates
through its developmental projects in partnership
with Muslim Aid Charity. He added that IICO had
launched 796 productive, commercial, service-
based, agricultural and industrial projects in Sri
Lankainthe pastwith atotal of 4585 beneficiaries
within the framework of the Goodwill Loan
Project, the value of which is circulated among
the poor.

He stated that IICO has built 73 mosques and two
Islamic centers. It has also dug 351 wells, as well
as a number of relief, orphan sponsorship, Iftar
and Udhia projects reaching thousands of poor
and needy beneficiaries.

On his part, the Sri Lankan minister, Risad
Badhiutheen, who is also a member of his
country's parliament and leader of the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress Party, presented a number
of projects supervised by the National Housing
Development Authority. These projects include
providing support for some poor sectors of society
such as children, training courses for secondary
school students, sponsorships for university
students and sheltering projects for the poor
people of northern Sri Lanka after their return
to their demolished towns and villages upon the
end of a series of civil wars and conflicts.

The minister pointed out that the Muslim
population in Sri Lanka exceeds two million,
representing 10% of the total population. They

are spread among various Sri Lankan cities and
provinces and are concentrated in the northern
part of the country.

He added that the vast majority of Sri Lankan
Muslims are among the poor and needy, who
await more help and support from Kuwaiti good-
doers. He expressed his gratitude to Kuwait for
supporting aid work in his country and around the
world.

Badhiutheen mentioned that his country has
been living in safety and security for the past nine
years following the defeat of rebel movements.
He said his country now witnesses respect for all
faiths and co-existence between all of its citizens.
Tourism is also growing rapidly.

Muslims in Sri Lanka are divided into two
main groups: Moors and Malays, where Moors
constitute more than 96% of the total Muslim
population.

Muslims live in various provinces such as Jaffna
Island, Mannar and Trincomalee in the north,
Puttalam, Mattala and Kandy in the center,
and the capital Colombo and Galle in the south.
However, the majority live in the eastern region.

Muslims of Sri Lanka suffer greatly from Hindu-
Buddhist conflicts. They have become a target for
these groups due to their unwillingness to join
rebel groups fighting against the government.
Statistics show that the civil war claimed the lives
of 1.8 million Muslims. Muslims' houses were
frequently bombarded during those conflicts
resulting in 300,000 homeless Muslims. This
drove many Sri Lankan Muslims to live in refugee
camps. v
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I1ICO to study a pack of Relief and Educational Projects for the Poor in Sri

Lanka.

Sri Lankan Delegation, headed by the
Minister of Industry and Gommerce,
invites Al Maatouq fo visit Sri Lanka to

Inspect Gonditions

The International Islamic Charitable Organization
(IICO) is currently studying a number of
humanitarian projects presented by the Sri
Lankan Minister of Industry and Commerce,
Risad Badhiutheen, during his recent meeting
with [ICO President, Dr. Abdullah Maatoug. The
majority of these projects are in the areas of
relief and education.
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Dr. Maatoug, who currently occupies the
position of special advisor to the United Nations
Secretary General, welcomed in his office at the
[ICO headquarters, the Sri Lankan delegation
consisting of the Minister of Industry and
Commerce and the Sri Lankan Ambassador to
Kuwait, Kandeepan Bala. Dr. Maatouq expressed
his valuing of cooperation with Sri Lankan aid



 Kuwait has supported and will
always support humanitarian
work, especially towards its
Palestinian brothers and sisters

e Dr. Erfan Ali: The Programme
is concerned with rehabilitating
cities and supporting housing
solutions in Palestine, Yemen,
Syria, Iraq and Sudan

our Muslim and Arab brothers and sisters, who
have been affected by such wars and conflicts.
They are or brothers, neighbors, fellow Arabs and
Muslims and fellow humans. We will exert all
efforts to help them.

Dr. Maatougq stressed that Kuwait has always
been and will always be at the forefront of
humanitarian action. He said that when the
United States decided to halt its funding for
“UNRWA", His Highness, the Emir of Kuwait,
announced that his country will not stop
supporting its Palestinian brothers and sisters
and that it will contribute to the reconstruction
of Syria alongside other countries.

Dr. Maatouq added that the Emir seeks security
and peace in the region and that Kuwait hosted
talks between the Yemeni counterparts in an
effort to establish peace and coexistence in their
country. He stressed that none of the Gulf States
have spared any means to support humanitarian
causes, especiallyregarding theissue of the Syrian
refugees, through international conferences held
to donate for the Syrian people. This came at a
time when many large rich countries did not pay
any attention to this humanitarian issue.

Dr. Maatouq also explained that IICO is on the
verge of hosting the Eighth Annual Conference
on Effective Partnership and Information Sharing
to be held the coming Nov 26. The conference
aims at launching a program to feed a hillion
poor people around the waorld. 1ICO has extended
invitations to various international organizations
to participate in the conference to discuss
the issue of hunger, study its humanitarian

e Zena Ali Ahmad: UN- Habitat
covers 18 Arab States. We
are committed to widening
cooperation with IICO

implications and to combine efforts to contain
the problem.

He mentioned that IICO is engaged in active
and successful partnerships with a number of
specialized international agencies such as the
International Refugee Organization, the UN
World Food Programme, the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA), the International Committee of
the Red Cross etc.

On her part, Ms. Zena Ali, said that UN—Habitat's
operations cover 18 Arab states and that the
program is interested in widening areas of
cooperation and partnership with the state of
Kuwait in general and with IICO in particular. This
cooperation will support sheltering and housing
programs in Sudan, Palestine, Yemen, Syria
and Irag. She also valued greatly the efforts of
the state of Kuwait and its Emir’s initiatives for
reconstruction programs in lrag and for achieving
peace in the region.

Dr. Erfan mentioned that IICO had previously
hosted a workshop on “the Humanitarian
Activities of UN- Habitat in Supporting Displaced
Iragis and Syrian Refugees in Irag”. He indicated
that UN- Habitat is interested in relief efforts
and the planning, designing and construction of
demoalished sites in cooperation with other UN
agencies. This comes in response to emergency
situations concerning displaced persons in the
short term and to provide more sustainable
solutions in the medium and long terms.

He added that UN- Habitat is concerned with
rehabilitating cities, supporting housing and
providing housing solutions for those affected by
disasters in Palestine, Yemen, Syria, Irag, Sudan
and many other countries. He indicated that this
UN program is also keen on cooperating with aid
agencies and organizations in this regard.
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Al Maatouq receives UN- Habitat Delegation

support for the Displaced and Building
Partnerships at the forefront of discussions

International Islamic Cooperation Organization
(1ICO) President and Amiri Diwan Advisor, Dr.
Abdullah Maatouqg stressed his organization's
commitment to building partnerships and
communicating with international aid
organizations to help meet the needs of poor
and devastated human beings around the world
without any discrimination.

His statement came during his meeting at his
office at IICO headquarters with a UN delegation
consisting of the United Nations Human
Settlements Program (UN- Habitat) Director of
Regional Office for Arab States, Ms. Zena Ali-
Ahmad, Senior Officer at UN- Habitat, Dr. Erfan
Ali and Assistant Head of UN- Habitat’'s GCC
Office, Ameera Al Hassan, in the presence of
[ICO Director General, Bader Al-Sumait, and 11CO
Head of Public Relations Department, Khaled Al
Khelaifi.

?34“|p2018)—5459—'l
i 3 21440 , b _n

L

Dr. Maatoug, who is the UN Secretary General
Special Advisor, welcomed the activation of the
agreement previously signed between 1ICO and
UN- Habitat to work on alleviating the sufferings
of victims of catastrophes taking place in Syria,
Irag, Sudan, Yemen, Palestine and other areas.
He stressed that supporting Syrian refugees and
displaced persons is a priority at this stage due to
the large size of damages to their properties and
to the infrastructure of their towns and cities.

Dr. Maatoug mentioned that the reconstruction
of Syriais one of the mostimportant files drawing
the attention of humanitarian aid partners today.
This is so as many cities, towns and regions have
been completely destroyed by the conflict there.
To begin reconstruction, stability and security in
war-struck regions must be guaranteed to ensure
that such projects are not targeted once more.

He added that we feel the responsibility towards



e |ICO calls for Active Partnership
to Alleviate the Sufferings of
Victims of the Syrian Crisis,
especially women and children

e Famine is a Devastating Symptom
of a Longstanding War. We must
provide solutions to the lack of
Food Security

The conference will be held under the patronage
of His Highness, Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber
Al Sabah, Emir of Kuwait and global humanitarian
leader. The theme for the conference will be “One
Humanity against Hunger” and the conference
will take place in partnership with the Forum
for Promoting Peace in Islamic Societies and a
number of other local, regional and international
organizations.

Dr. Maatoug mentioned that 1ICO has extended
invitations to tens of humanitarian organizations
in the Gulf and around the world such as the Bill
Cates Foundation, the United Nations Office for
Partnerships, the World Food Program, the UN
Food and Agriculture Organization, the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
and the American Agency for International
Development. He indicated that [ICO’s invitations
were accepted by many organizations and global
officials.

He added that the conference aims to launch a
program to feed a billion hungry people around
the world. He said that he has large hope that
participating organizations would raise the
amounts of their contributions for the program.
The conference agenda includes a number of
sessions discussing the phenomenon of hunger
and its effects, the role of emergency relief in
combating hunger, the sustainable effects of
communal development projects, and issues of
partnership and integration and their roles in
empowering poor communities.

Dr. Maatoug touched on the humanitarian
crises in the Middle East and their devastating
repercussions, especially the Syrian crisis. He

called for an active partnership with ICRC to help
alleviate the sufferings of victims of this crisis,
especially women and children.

On his part, ICRC President, Peter Maurer,
welcomed field partnership with IICO and other
Islamic organizations leading to the exchange
of experiences and information. He said that his
organization will be participating in the Eighth
Conference through a high-profile delegation
headed by ICRC Vice-President, Gilles Carbonnier,
who is an academic and economist specialized in
humanitarian affairs and hunger issues. He will
have an associate participation.

Maurer indicated that treating the repercussions
of hunger is extremely important. However,
facing the causes of hunger such as conflicts and
resulting violence, poverty and social unrest is
much more important. He explained that famine
is usually a consequence of a longstanding war
andthat his organization will seek to provide novel
models and solutions leading to partnerships
combating the lack of food security.

Maurer added that ICRC, the UN, the World Bank,
Microsoft, Google and Amazon Internet Services
all previously announced their launching of an
unprecedented global partnership to prevent any
famines in the future. They set out to achieve
this goal through a global mechanism devoted
to preventing the occurrence of famines through
prior preparation and by warning against any
food crises before they develop into famines.

Maurer welcomed partnership with 11CO in the
field of humanitarian action to alleviate the
sufferings of devastated peoples in Syria, Yemen
and other countries. He expressed that he greatly
values the efforts of the State of Kuwait in the
UN Security Council in raising humanitarian
issues and continuously supporting international
organizations.
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While receiving a delegation from the International Committee of the Red

Cross

Dr. Maatouq and Maurer warn of the
Devastating Repercussions of Rising

Hunger Levels

President of the International Islamic Charitable
Organization (IICO) and Amiri Diwan Advisor, Dr.
Abdullah Maatoug, warned from the catastrophic
repercussions of the rising levels of hunger
resulting from ongoing conflicts. His concerns
came following the announcement of the World
Food Program that the number of hungry people
around the world has reached 830 million.

These statements came during a visit to Dr.
Maatouq by Peter Maurer, President of the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC),
ICRC Head of Regional Delegation, Mohammed
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Yahya Al Eleibi, Head of Communications and
Legal Affairs Department at ICRC Kuwait,
Dorothea Krimitsas and [CRC Humanitarian
Affairs Advisor, Zainab Qanbar. The meeting
was attended by IICO Director General, Bader Al
Sumait, and International Relations Advisor to
the IICO President, Hadeel Al Sabti.

Dr. Maatoug extended an invitation to ICRC
President to participate in the Eighth Annual
conference on Effective Partnership and
Information Sharing for Better Humanitarian
Action hosted by [ICO onthe coming 26 November.



all his experiences, energy, position, relationships
and good reputation.

The late field marshal was one of the main
founders of IICO in 1986 upon an issued Amiri
decree. He was joined in the founding of 1ICO
by a group of Muslim scholars and prominent
charity workers. He attended all of [ICO’s annual
meetings since its establishment and was
elected as member of its Board of Directors and
Vice-President on many occasions.

Al-Dahab is considered a prominent figure
in the Arab and Muslim World and has many
contributions to charitable work and Dawa
worldwide.

He has a long history in the area of charitable
work. He headed the Islamic Dawa Organization
in Sudan, which has many achievements
throughout Africa such as building schools,
hospitals, clinics, children’s centers, orphanages,
mosques and water stations, as well as digging
hundreds of wells.

He worked as Vice-President of the International
Islamic Council for Dawa and Relief in Cairo,
Vice-President of the “Benevolence Coalition” in
Lebanon, Deputy Chairman of Trustees of al-Quds
International Foundation and founding member
of many other Islamic and global charities and
social organizations.

The late marshal also exerted large efforts in
charitable work in Palestine, Somalia, Chechnya
and Azerbaijan. He was actively engaged in

resolving disputes between states and political
counterparts and sought to achieve peace in

South Sudan and other areas of the world.

Suwar al-Dahab also participated in many
regional and international conferences concerned
with charitable work and Islamic Dawa. Through
his intellect, experience and status, he played a
large role in supporting education, health care

and sacial work in his country.

He was also Chairman of the Board of Trustees of
the University of Kordofan, which he founded and
received an honorary Ph.D. from as recognition
of his role. He also founded the East Nile
University College, participated in the founding
of Umm Durman University and was a member
and president of a number of patient’s friends

societies.

His history is full of positive positions and
national achievements. For example, he headed
the Fund for Peace in Sudan and the National
Reconciliation Agency concerned with finding
solutions to Sudanese issues, especially the issue

of Darfur.

Suwar al-Dahab was awarded the King Faisal

International Prize for Service to Islam in
recognition of his large efforts in areas of

humanitarian aid and Dawa.

IIC0 mourns the late leader and extends
condolences to his family, relatives, and loved
ones and to the Arab and Muslim Worlds. 11CO
asks God to have mercy on his soul and to grant
him paradise. It also prays to God to help his

family overcome their tragic loss.
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IICO Mourns the Deputy Chairman of its Board of Directors, Field Marshal,

Suwar al-Dahab

The former Sudanese President, Suwar
al-Dahab, gave valuable contributions to
charitable work and Dawa on Arab, Islamic

and Global fronts

The management of the International Islamic
Charitable Organization (IICO) mourns the death
of the former Sudanese President and 1ICO
Deputy Chairman of Board of Directors, Field
Marshal, Abdel Rahman Suwar al-Dahab. Suwar
al-Dahab passed away on Thursday 18 October
2018 at Prince Sultan Military Medical City in the
Saudi capital of Riyadh at 83.
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The late Marshal, Suwar al-Dahab, was born in
1935 in Umm Durman in Sudan. He graduated
from the Military College in Khartoum and rose
in military ranks until reaching the position of
President of the Republic of Sudan. He ended
his political career in the mid- 1980s and devoted
himself since then to Islamic voluntary work and
serving Muslims. For this purpose, he made use of



| Unforgettable People -

IGO President and Director General
Offer Gondolences for the Death of

the Marshal

International Islamic
Charitable Organization
(IICO)  President, Dr.
Abdullah Al Maatoug,
sent a telegram of
condolence  to  the
family of the late Field
Marshal,  Suwar al-
Dahab expressing his
deepest condolences to
them, to his supporters
and all workers in the
humanitarian and
charity fields.

In the same context,

Dr. Maatouq offered his condolences to the
Sudanese Ambassador to Kuwait, Muhi Al-Deen
Salem and to the Sudanese community in Kuwait
for their grave loss. Maatoug delivered a speech
expressing his pain and sadness for the loss of
the marshal and mentioning some of his virtues.

[ICO Director General, Bader Al Sumait
participated in late Suwar al-Dahab’s funeral in
Bagea Cemetery and offered his condolences to
his family in the Hilton hotel in Medina on behalf
of IICO President and all 1ICO staff members.

Al Sumait said: With the help of God, we
performed Friday prayers on Friday 19 October
2018 at the Mosque of the Prophet Muhammad.
We then performed the funeral prayers on the
body of Marshal Suwar al-Dahab and walked in
his funeral to the Bagea Cemetery, where he was
buried, among prayers to God by everyone to

have mercy on his soul in a majestic scene.

The Director General added: After the funeral was
over, | headed to the Hilton hotel, where Suwar
al-Dahab’s family and relatives were staying. |
offered my condolences to them on behalf of
all 1ICO staff including the President, the Board
of Directors, the General Assembly, officials and
employees.

He added: Praise be to God, | was able to offer
my condolences to the late marshal’s family
members including his brothers Saleh and Al
Noor, his sons: Ambassador Ahmad and Dr.
Mohammed, his cousin, Al Arabi Suwar al-
Dahab, and others from within and outside the
family. | also offered condolences to the former
Sudanese Ambassador to the kingdom, Abdel-
Hafiz Ibrahim and the Sudanese General Consul
in Jeddah, Awad Hussein.

02018 10894 |34“ £
21440 )b _n E =



g™ sauehiideyy
®}AD

610 0011
eif3 (60 i

00€ 8081

Iree Irme?

L-

' |

irc|2 ol

9|

-
.
Fe, -
-

w,o”h\w__fﬂ__.w__ Q&.ﬂ_ I[P
S ) 5 [ S| 2 v v 5 e )

1
I
-
k
-




RENATEITECY ALY IS (UL LR
I e I M

£}




