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people. In addition, IICO sponsored over 20,000 students, most
of them under comprehensive sponsorship programs.

Al-Mutawa also referred to a joint project with the Islamic
Development Bank to design remedial curricula addressing
learning difficulties among displaced Syrian refugees, at a
cost exceeding $2 million—an innovative project that catered
to students deprived of proper learning due to war and
displacement.

Diverse Educational Projects in Yemen

Speaking about Yemen, Al-Mutawa said: “Despite the complex
humanitarian scene, we have implemented a variety of
educational projects over the past five years with a total
value of around $11 million, in cooperation with nine Yemeni
organizations, reaching more than 55,783 students.”

These projects included:

« Building three colleges (currently under

construction).

university

« Establishing and equipping 15 schools and technical institutes
and a school furniture factory.

« Implementing 27 projects to support higher education.

» Delivering 17 projects in scholarships, grants, and educational
conferences.

He stressed that the scale of need in Yemen “far exceeds current
responses”, underscoring the necessity of unifying, coordinating,
and integrating efforts—something this conference aims to
achieve.

In conclusion, Al-Mutawa reaffirmed 11ICO’s full support for
the Yemeni International Development Agency’s efforts
and expressed the organization’s eagerness to strengthen
partnerships with all participants: “within a strategic vision
centered on building human capacity through education,
training, and empowerment, to create a brighter future for
Yemen and its coming generations.”
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"We believe that Yemen’s needs far exceed
the current response, and fragmented efforts
must be unified, coordinated, and integrat-
ed. This conference marks a strategic launch
toward long-term joint action that restores
education’s role and grants Yemenis the
dignity of life.”

This conference marks a strategic launch
toward long-term joint action that restores
education’s role and grants Yemenis the
dignity of life."

Kuwait’s Commitment

On the sidelines of the conference, Kuwait’s Ambassador to
Malaysia Rashid Al-Saleh stated that hosting the eventin Malaysia
with the support of IICO and Al-Rahma International Society
reflects Kuwait’s unwavering commitment to humanitarian and
developmental work worldwide—especially in Yemen, which

continues to endure severe humanitarian hardship.

He added that this support stems from Kuwait’s longstanding
humanitarian vision that places people at the heart of its
priorities. He emphasized that Kuwait’s sponsorship and
participation in this conference underscores its belief in
the importance of education as a foundation for rebuilding
societies. Supporting Yemen'’s educational sector, he noted, is
an investment in the country’s stability and future, pointing out
that 1ICO continues its pioneering efforts to sustain education in

Yemen through long-term, impactful programs and initiatives.
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Humanitarian conferences

In Kuala Lumpur, to Ensure Every Yemeni Student Gets a Real
Chance at Education 1ICO Rallies Partners for Yemen at “Partners for

Yemen 2" Conference

In a humanitarian and developmental scene that
brought together hearts and minds for Yemen'’s
future, the International Islamic Charitable
Organization (lICO) sponsored the second
edition of the “Partners for Yemen” Conference,
which took place in Kuala Lumpur in August
2025. The event was attended by Kuwait’s
Ambassador to Malaysia, Rashid Al-Saleh, and
saw the participation of Kuwait’s Al-Rahma
International Society along with several donor
institutions that placed education in Yemen at
the top of their agendas.

The conference, organized by the Yemeni
International Development Agency, built
on the first edition’s outcomes and aimed to
mobilize support and unify efforts to rebuild
Yemen’s educational system, amidst a complex
humanitarian situation since the onset of the crisis in 2014.

Representing 1ICO at the conference was Abdulrahman Al-
Mutawa, Deputy Director-General for Projects, who delivered
a keynote address emphasizing that: “This conference is not
merely a circumstantial response, but a strategic launch towards
long-term, collective work that restores education’s central role
and grants Yemenis the dignity of life.”

Education First

In his speech, Al-Mutawa expressed 1ICO’s pride in taking part
in this high-level humanitarian event, praising the Yemeni
International Development Agency’s efforts in uniting
humanitarian partners around a shared strategic vision to
support education in Yemen and find practical solutions to its
challenges.

He stated:“Believing that education is the cornerstone of nation-
building, 1ICO has spared no effort in supporting educational
pathways—particularly in fragile and conflict-affected areas,
with Yemen at the forefront. The future of nations begins in
the classroom. Every child who gains access to real education
represents a step toward revival and human dignity.”

Al-Mutawa highlighted three of 1ICO’s flagship educational
initiatives:

« “Nubugh” (Excellence): Aimed at developing high-quality
educational programs aligned with labor market needs, with a

.
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"Projects included the construction of three
university colleges, 15 schools and technical
institutes, a school furniture factory, 27 uni-
versity support projects, and 17 initiatives
for scholarships and academic conferences

Al-Mutawa: $11 million worth of educational
projects in Yemen over the past five years,
benefiting more than 55,000 students "

focus on teacher training and curriculum development.

+“Nojoom” (Stars): Dedicated to nurturing outstanding students,
refining their skills, and providing material and moral support to
empower them as future leaders in their communities.

« “Raya’a” (Care): Focused on providing scholarships, forging
partnerships with local and international universities, and
empowering distinguished students through small projects and
holistic capacity-building programs.

These initiatives, he noted, resulted in the implementation
of 126 educational projects across 23 countries in 2024, in
partnership with 56 institutions, benefiting more than 48,000



Comprehensive Education and Equal Opportunities

The“My Right to Learn” project is one of 1ICO’s flagship educational
initiatives, reflecting its 2022-2026 Strategic Vision to build
human capacity through culture and education, and to provide
equal learning opportunities for disadvantaged groups. The
project also reinforces IICO’s commitment to educational justice,
particularly for students facing social vulnerability, displacement,

or migration.

From Academic Support to Character Development

The accompanying educational program focused on developing
students’ confidence, enhancing their public speaking and
teamwork skills, and providing opportunities for self-expression
through practical activities and competitions. This holistic
approach helped shape well-rounded personalities in a supportive

environment.

Education: A Renewed Mission and an Ongoing Gift

The conclusion of the second edition of “My Right to Learn” in
Malaysia leaves behind an inspiring humanitarian and educational
impact. It reflects IICO’s vision of turning charitable giving into a
real investment in people, reaffirming that education remains one
of the noblest doors through which goodness enters societies, and

one of the most powerful means of driving positive change.

Amid the dire humanitarian conditions in Gaza caused by
the blockade and the systematic destruction of the health
infrastructure, the International Islamic Charitable Organization
(IICO) continues its humanitarian mission to strengthen the
healthcare sector and address its urgent needs. The organization
has launched three pivotal projects, including equipping Kuwait
Specialized Hospital with endoscopy accessories and establishing
a dedicated endoscopy unit, providing hearing aids for patients
with hearing impairments, and rehabilitating the Emergency and
Ambulance Department—supported by the Nohoud Endowment
for Development Studies.

Establishing an Endoscopy Unit

As a first step, 11ICO completed the project of supplying Kuwait
Specialized Field Hospital with diagnostic endoscopy accessories
for gastrointestinal and colon diseases. A fully equipped endoscopy
unit was also set up, representing a significant milestone for the
healthcare system in Gaza. This project opens the door to treating
thousands of cases previously deprived of such services due to the
complete lack of this technology across the Strip’s hospitals.

Providing Medical Hearing Aids

The second project carried a deeply human touch, targeting
patients who lost their hearing as a result of repeated assaults
on Gaza. A total of 82 advanced hearing aids were distributed,
including 41 in-ear devices (CIC-Widex) and 41 behind-the-ear
devices (Widex-BTE).

Rehabilitating the Emergency and Ambulance Department

Meanwhile, work is ongoing on the third project, which aims to
rehabilitate and maintain the main Emergency and Ambulance
building in Gaza City, following its extensive destruction by
airstrikes. This building is considered the beating heart of Gaza’s
ambulance system, overseeing the dispatch of ambulances to the
injured and coordinating rapid response efforts for urgent cases.
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Educational projects

Under the Sponsorship of lICO, with a Value-Based Competition Involving 128 Students

Conclusion of the “My Right to Learn” Project
in Malaysia: Empowering 100 Students to

Continue Their Education

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia -
The closing ceremony of
the second edition of the
“My Right to Learn” project,
funded by the International
Islamic Charity Organization
(ICO) and implemented
by Insan Relief and
Development Association
- Malaysia, was held in the
Malaysian capital, Kuala
Lumpur. The ceremony
brought together eight Arab
schools, alongside a host
of official, diplomatic, and
educational figures, in an
atmosphere that reflected
the profound impact the
project had on students and
their families.

The program concluded
with an educational
competition  titled “Our
Life is More Beautiful
with Values,” in which
128 students competed

in Quran recitation, Hadith,
public speaking, and essay writing.

The winners were honored in the presence of Mr. Abdullah Al-
Rashidi, First Secretary at the Embassy of the State of Kuwait in
Malaysia, Dr. Adel Bahamid, Yemen’s Ambassador to Malaysia,
Dr. Abdulrahman Al-Maamari, Director of Educational Programs
at 1ICO, and Dr. Husni Al-Joushai, Chairman of Insan Relief and
Development, along with several partner school principals.

This initiative reflects 1ICO’s ongoing efforts to uphold the right
to education and support students in need. The organization
covered part of the tuition fees for 100 outstanding Arab students
in Malaysia, from low-income families affected by economic
hardship, conflict, or displacement. This support allowed them to
continue their education and ease the financial burden on their
families. Beneficiaries ranged in age from 6 to 17 years and came
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" 2,500 students benefited from the educa-
tional program “Our Life is More Beautiful
with Values,” held alongside the project "

from diverse backgrounds, including Yemen, Syria, Palestine, Iraq,
Sudan, Somalia, Nigeria, and Bangladesh.

Value-Based Education

The project extended beyond financial assistance to include an
educational program titled “Our Life is More Beautiful with Values,”
which engaged more than 2,500 students. The program aimed to
instill Islamic values and ethics, deepen students’ awareness of
Islamic principles, and reinforce values such as kindness, honesty,
cleanliness, and cooperation.



Local Impact in Kuwait

Highlighting local humanitarian work, Al-Sumait said that
indebted families are a key priority, with 1ICO supporting
them through zakat and donations to reintegrate them into
dignified living. In 2024, 11ICO supported 530 struggling families,
covering tuition fees for 760 students at a cost of KWD 203,652,
distributing 12,348 meals, 357 food baskets (sufficient for five
persons per month), 408 sacrificial animals benefiting 16,320
individuals, and providing 30 Qur'an audio devices. IICO also
sponsored 125 visually impaired persons at a cost of nearly KWD
38,000.

Promoting Cultural and Intellectual Values

On the cultural front, 1ICO implemented 118 cultural projects
in 38 countries, benefiting more than 65,000 people. These
projects included publications, media productions, and
educationalinitiatives aimed at promoting values of moderation,
compassion, and balanced Islamic thought.

Development and Capacity Building

Al-Sumait stressed that 1ICO is committed to transforming
beneficiaries into active community members through
vocational training, education, and small enterprises. In 2024,
1ICO implemented more than 8,000 development projects across
31 countries, directly benefiting over 600,000 people.

Looking ahead, he outlined IICO’s focus on education and
empowerment for vulnerable groups such as orphans and
refugees, expanding digital governance tools, and building
wider partnerships locally and globally to ensure project
transparency and sustainable impact.

" Global partnerships ensure greater impact

and sustainability of humanitarian work"
International Partnerships

Al-Sumait highlighted 1ICO’s global collaborations with leading
organizations such as FAO to support farmers and displaced
families in northern Syria; UN-Habitat for housing rehabilitation
in Gaza; UNHCR for education support to Afghan and Rohingya
refugees; the Islamic Development Bank for large-scale
vocational training; and UNDP among others.

Media Documentation and Public Engagement

Deputy Director General Ibrahim Al-Bader underlined the
importance of documenting every project with sound, visuals,
and precise data, disseminated through reports, videos, and
campaigns across multiple platforms. He emphasized 1ICO’s
role in promoting moderation through educational and cultural
content, noting that campaigns such as Eid al-Adha distributions
benefited over 578,000 individuals in 20 countries.

Al-Bader also affirmed that orphan sponsorship remains one of
1ICO’s most sacred and sustainable humanitarian commitments,
despite challenges in fundraising mechanisms, ensuring
thousands of orphans continue to receive comprehensive
support in education, health, and psychosocial care.

Volunteer Movement

Dawood Al-Kharraz highlighted the role of over 40 volunteer
teams under 1ICO, with around 700 male and female volunteers
engaged in relief, orphan care, refugee support, and seasonal
campaigns. He shared stories of volunteers reaching refugee
camps under harsh conditions, providing blankets, stoves, and
food to families deprived of warmth for months.

He noted that volunteers delivered 22,724 food baskets and
124,237 Ramadan meals inside and outside Kuwait last year.
Specialized training programs have also been introduced to
build leadership, project management, and communication skills
among volunteers, empowering them to manage independent
campaigns under expert supervision.
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Television interviews

IICO Implements Over 8,000 Development Projects in 2024, Empowering Beneficiaries to Move from
Need to Productivity

Al-Sumait: “Our vision goes beyond emergency
aid toward empowering people and building
sustainable communities”

In a special episode of Kuwait Television’s
program “Athar’, the International Islamic Charity
Organization (IICO) showcased its achievements
in  development, empowerment, relief,
transparency, and the promotion of moderation.
The program featured 1ICO’s Director General,
Eng. Bader Saud Al-Sumait, Deputy Director
General for Corporate Communications Ibrahim
Khaled Al-Bader, and Dawood Al-Kharréz, a
founding member of the Tarahum Volunteer
Team.

Human Empowerment at the Core

Al-Sumaitemphasized that1ICO’s mission extends
beyond financial aid to empowering individuals
to become self-reliant contributors to their
communities. He explained that transparency
is deeply institutionalized within 1ICO through
internal and external auditing systems, an
independent compliance unit, and detailed
periodic reports sent to donors, supported by
data and visual documentation.

"Transparency at IICO is a practice, not a
slogan-we track every donation from source
to beneficiary through strong governance
systems and an independent compliance
unit

HEN

Indebted families and struggling households
in Kuwait remain a top humanitarian
priority"’
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Training programs

The program is a step forward in the ongoing partnership between IICO and the Public Authority for
Minors Affairs to instill philanthropic values in the younger generation.

lICO Provides Training Opportunities for 20
Students from the Public Authority for Minors
Affairs under the “Initiative With Us” Program

In line with its active community partnerships
and continuous support for initiatives
that empower youth through hands-on
experiences in humanitarian and volunteer
work, the International Islamic Charity
Organization (IICO) is hosting 20 students
under the care of the Public Authority for
Minors Affairs throughout July and August.

The training initiative, organized under
the summer program “Initiative With Us”
(Bader Wayana), provides students with an
integrated learning environment where
they can gain practical skills, explore various
aspects of charitable and humanitarian work,
and build capacities that will enable them to
actively contribute to society in the future.

Khaled Al-Shoaib, Director of the Volunteer

Work Department at IICO, told Al-Alamiyah

Magazine that the program aims to introduce students to the
different fields of humanitarian work while sharpening their
practical skills so they can become impactful participants in the
volunteer movement in the years ahead.

He emphasized that this step comes as part of the ongoing
collaboration between IICO and the Public Authority for Minors
Affairs, which has included joint initiatives such as agreements
to support people with disabilities, launch social welfare and
educational programs, and implement impactful charitable
projects inside and outside Kuwait.

" Al-Shoaib: 11CO hosts 40 volunteer teams
that served more than 25,000 beneficiaries
within Kuwait "

Al-Shoaib added that the summer program seeks to instill
charitable values in young people, discover their talents, and
enhance their communication, teamwork, and volunteer spirit.
The initiative also aligns with IICO’s strategic vision to build
the capacities of future generations capable of engaging in
charitable work with a spirit of volunteerism and national
belonging.

He highlighted that 1ICO attaches great importance to
volunteerism, currently sponsoring 40 volunteer teams that
served more than 25,000 beneficiaries within Kuwait last year,
with the participation of over 731 male and female volunteers.

It is noteworthy that IICO has previously implemented several
humanitarian projects in cooperation with the Public Authority
for Minors Affairs, most recently in Tajikistan, where it built a
primary and intermediate school, established and equipped
a medical center, and drilled an artesian well with a full water
network and storage system.
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