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Educational and Health Projects

In the name of Late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al - Ahmad and support of His Heirs

Opening a 900 students school and a clinic for
15 thousand people in the Northern Syria

The International Islamic Charity Organization (1ICO) inau-
gurated a primary school and a clinic to serve the displaced
Syrians in the Sabah Al - Ahmad Charitable City in the
northern Idlib countryside, with the support of the heirs of
the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al - Ahmad, may his soul rest
in peace.

Sabah Al - Ahmad Primary School provides an educational ser-
vice for 900 students, spread over 15 classrooms. In addition, the
school included an 897 m2 inner courtyard, 12 toilets, 3 adminis-
trative offices, a prayer hall, and a library.

It took about 8 months to implement the school, which was built
on an area of 1.800 m2, in collaboration with the Sham Al - Kher
Humanitarian Association.

The late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al - Ahmad Al - Jaber Al - Sabah do-
nated the construction of 300 houses during the second phase
of the construction of housing units in the Sabah Al - Ahmad
Charitable City. This donation constituted a good and a blessing
for the project, which consists of 1,800 houses and many health
and educational services and facilities, among others.

The problem of school dropout is a main problem encountered
by the children of displaced Syrians, either because of the ab-
sence of educational services, or because school - age children
are leaving the school compulsory for the labor market to help
their families cope with the burdens of living.

In recognition of its responsibility, the Charitable Organization
is keen to provide educational opportunities for the children of
the afflicted areas, especially the displaced Syrians, due to the
magnitude and length of their crisis, and based on its strategy
that focuses in one of its axes on supporting education.
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"The Charitable Organization is keen on
providing educational opportunities to
overcome the drop out of displaced Syri-
ans students"

Sabah Al - Ahmad Medical Clinic

The Organization also opened “Sabah Al - Ahmad Medical Clin-
ic” in the same city to serve 15,000 people, with the support of
the heirs of the late Amir, may Allah have mercy on him, which is
built on an area of 288 m2, and consists of 6 clinics, two adminis-
trative offices. As well as a pharmacy, a reception hall, a bakery,
and a toilet, and its implementation took 180 days.

About 3.1 million people, including 2.8 million internally dis-
placed people, are exposed to a health crisis in northwestern
Syria, where hospitals and medical facilities are struggling to
function due to the lack of international aid granted to the re-
gion, according to a recent report by Amnesty International is-
sued in May 2022.

With the suspension of many hospitals and medical centers in
the region of northwestern Syria, during the past months, due
to lack of funding, pressures, and threats increased on the small
centers operating in the region, according to media statements
by local officials.

According to the latest statistics of the “Response Coordinators”
team in Northern Syria, the number of displaced Syrians has so
far reached about 2.1 million, out of more than 4 million Syrians
residing in northern Syria. While the number of camp residents
is 1,043,869 displaced, living in 1293 camps, 282 of them are ran-
dom camps set up on agricultural land, which do not receive any
international humanitarian support or assistance.



She continued,
“That is why in 2016
we welcomed the
peace consulta-
tions hosted by the
State of Kuwait, to
put an end to this
bloody conflict, and
today we renew our
welcome to every
sincere effort that
seeks to recover
Yemen and end its
human suffering, as
more than 23 mil-
lion Yemenis are in
dire need of human-
itarian aid.

Al-Sabti added, “In
light of our continu-
ing hopes and aspi-
rations to stop this
conflict, which has
reached an extreme
and behind a great
and enormous humanitarian crisis. We have never hesitated in
the 1ICO to perform our humanitarian, moral and fraternal duty
towards our brothers in Yemen, and the Kuwaiti official and civil
charitable associations and institutions have spared no effort in
this framework is under the generous guidance of the Kuwaiti
political leadership.”

She explained that the charitable organization, through its part-
nership with 12 Yemeni organizations, implemented 157 proj-
ects in the educational, developmental, cultural, health and so-
cial fields, benefiting 661,000 Yemenis. If we count the number
of beneficiaries of our productive, educational and health proj-
ects with a sustainable impact, which reached all parts of Yemen,
this number of beneficiaries would be doubled.

She pointed out that the IICO continued its efforts to support
displaced Yemeni people and refugees wherever they are, espe-
cially students studying around the world, who were stranded
and unable to complete their studies.

Al-Sabti confirmed that the IICO is continuing this charitable and
humanitarian approach towards the affected Yemeni people, in
light of the IICO strategic vision that focuses on building people
and empowering them economically, culturally and education-
ally so that they become a positive influence in their society.

She stated that the 1ICO would not hesitate one day to study all
the projects received from the Yemeni partners, and to deal with
them with high responsibility, to work to meet the needs of the
Yemeni brothers.

Al-Sabti affirmed the IICO keenness to build partnerships with
Yemeni institutions and work to develop them, noting that one
of its strategic objectives is to build effective strategic partner-

ships for the service of humanity, noting that Yemeni humanitar-
ian institutions have shown a superior ability to cooperate and
work hard with all institutionalization and professionalism.

It is noteworthy that the meeting included representatives of
the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA), the World Health Organization (WHO), the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF), and the United Nations Develop-
ment Program (UNDP). As well as a representative of the Europe-
an Union, the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development, the
Saudi Program for Development and Reconstruction of Yemen
and the Islamic Development Bank (IDB).

The “National Recovery Vision for Yemen” initiative aimed to cre-
ate a space to start a consensual Yemeni national dialogue that
leads to the production of a vision for recovery that identifies
needs and priorities with social, economic and environmental
dimensions and governance issues for the development of insti-
tutions required by the recovery process. In addition to promot-
ing the capacities of Yemeni national institutions and enhancing
their readiness to contribute to the recovery process and build
partnerships with international and regional funds and pro-
grams.

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)
is one of the five regional commissions of the United Nations,
working to support comprehensive and sustainable economic
and social development in the Arab countries and promote re-
gional integration.

For more than 7 years, Yemen has been witnessing an ongoing
war, which has left a catastrophic humanitarian crisis.
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Humanitarian Initiatives

Since the outbreak of the crisis in 2015, in cooperation with 12 Yemeni humanitarian organizations

157 educational, development, cultural, health,
and social projects to support the humanitarian

situation in Yemen

Since the development of
the Yemeni crisis and the
outbreak of the Yeme-
ni civil war in 2015, the
11CO has raised the slogan
“Kuwait is by your side”,
and extended bridges of
cooperation with 12 Ye-
meni humanitarian orga-
nizations accredited by
the Kuwaiti Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. As well as
through its partnership
with these organizations,
implemented 157 proj-
ects in the educational,
developmental, cultural,
health and social fields,
from which 661 thousand
Yemenis benefited.

This was stated in the
speech of the 1ICO’s Chair-
man of the Board of Direc-
tors and the Special Adviser
to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, Dr. Ab-
dullah Al-Ma'touq, delivered
on his behalf by his advisor for international relations, Hadeel
Al-Sabti, during a consultative meeting in the Jordanian capital,
Amman, on the launch of a national vision for recovery and de-
velopment in Yemen, organized by the United Nations Econom-
ic and Social Commission for Western Asia “ESCWA". And with
the participation of the Under-Secretary-General of the United
Nations and Executive Secretary of ESCWA, Rola Dashti, the Ye-
meni Minister of Planning and International Cooperation, Waed
Abdullah Badeb, and representatives of national, regional and
international funds and programmes and development actors
in Yemen. -

Al-Sabti said, “We in the Kuwaiti charitable and humanitarian
sector view with high appreciation such the UN consultative ef-
forts aimed at closing the chapter of the Yemeni conflicts that
have led to one of the worst humanitarian crises and disasters

in recent decades.
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"Hadeel Al-Sabti represented the Chair-
man of the IICO in a consultative meeting
in Jordan to launch a "national vision for
recovery in Yemen"

661 thousand Yemenis have benefited from
our productive, educational, and health
projects that have a sustainable impactm



than 95%. While the cost of fuel oil at the association’s build-
ing during the past three months was reduced from $ 1200 per
month to less than $ 36.

Under this system, these institutions have become independent
in terms of electric power. As the Lebanese Association for Sci-
entific Research recommends the importance of investment in
renewable energy, especially in institutions that operate at the
daytime, as well as generalizing the project due to its high re-
turn and sustainability.

It is noted that the fuel prices have significantly risen due to the
war against Ukraine, especially during these months, and the al-
most full outage of the power secured by the State as a result of
the current economic crisis, in addition to full lifting of fuel oil
subsidy.

Educational Grants

Within the framework of the constant collaboration with the
Lebanese Association for Scientific Research, the 11ICO agreed to
support the program of the Arab Fund for Educational Grants
and Loans, through creating a portfolio to help the Master’s stu-
dents, in order to promote their scientific march, ensure their
educational excellence, and develop their capacities and skills.

The program aims to provide educational opportunities for
higher education students, through establishing a fund for ed-
ucation that seeks to support the Arab students for (10) years,
based on good loan system, as the student pays back the loan
through monthly installments within (4) years.

"The Charity Organization seeks to pro-
vide a suitable educational environment
for school students in Lebanon

13 thousand people, from different gover-
norates in Lebanon, have benefitted from
the renewable solar power systemmn

Furthermore, the program provides support to the promising
competences in the Arab society during the journey to pursue
the higher education degrees at the most prestigious interna-
tional universities, in order to become among the leaders of
change in their societies. The program also empowers the stu-
dents educationally through paying the required tuition, while
giving them a grace period to pay back it.

In addition, the project is relative to the IICO’s strategic objec-
tives that seek to provide economic empowerment to the needy,
secure educational and qualifying opportunities that achieve
qualitative results, as well as to build the capacities of the part-
ner entities. As the program targets though these good loans a
segment of the financially unable students who wish to pursue
their education, and when the student pays back such loan, it is
granted to a new student to secure their enrollment in their de-
sired university. Moreover, this system allows helping the largest
number possible of students through providing the same loan
repeatedly.
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Educational Projects

It has contributed to the reduction of operating expenses by no less than 95%

Providing 7 schools and an administrative
building in Lebanon with a renewable solar

power system

The International Islamic Charity Orga-
nization (IICO) has provided (7) schools
and an administrative building in Leb-
anon with renewable solar power sys-
tems to cover their needs of electricity,
reduce the operating expenses, and
provide an appropriate educational
environment. As around (13) thousand
beneficiaries have benefitted from
these systems, which comes under the
circumstances of lifting the fuel subsidy,
the almost full outage of electric power,
and the economic crisis from which Leb-
anon is suffering, and that led to the ex-
acerbation of inflation issue.

In this context, the 1ICO has signed an
agreement contract with the Lebanese
Association for Scientific Research to im-
plement the project of providing (7) Islam-
ic education institutions with renewable
solar power, in addition to the association’s
building. The selection of these schools came from among (16)
schools in accordance with criteria that include the school ca-
pacity in terms of students numbers, as well as administrative
and educational staff who benefit from this.

Geographically, these schools are located in different Lebanese
governorates from the North of Lebanon to its south, in addition
to the association’s building. The list of schools that were pro-
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vided with renewable energy included Al-Iman Islamic School in
Tripoli, Kindergarten School in Zgharta District, Al-lman Islamic
School in Sir El Danniyeh, Al-Iman Islamic School in Aakkar, Al-
Iman Model School in Beirut, Al-Abrar School in Western Beqgaa,
and Al-Iman School in Mount Lebanon.

Furthermore, the renewable solar power system has reduced the
operating expenses of the educational institutions with respect
to the necessary fuel to operate their own generators by no less
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es of poverty, the deterioration of educational services, and the
spread of diseases, epidemics and unemployment, with the aim
of fostering a positive human in his society.

In this context, Eng. Al-Sumait said that the [ICO’s strategy 2020-
2024 instructs to support projects with sustainable impact and
great benefit that contribute to improving the quality of life of
the beneficiaries, calling on donors to support this package of
diversified projects.

Sharia Supervision

Within the framework of Sharia supervision over projects, the
role of the Shariah Board comes in the IICO, which includes an
elite group of scholars headed by Dr. Ajeel Al-Nashmi, as it is
concerned with accessing everything related to its work and
projects. It also considers the laws, regulations, and controls
governing the work and projects of the 1ICO, in order to be as-
sured of its safety from a Sharia point of view and the enforce-
ment of its activities according to the Islamic principles.

According to the Shariah Board, the laws, regulations, and con-
trols of the lICO achieve legitimate protection for all its activities,
and enhance the confidence of the stakeholders in its perfor-
mance and charitable path, especially as it is one of the largest
charitable organizations in the Islamic world.

Governance Policies

In order to establish transparency and achieve best practices,

the 1ICO has, through its decision-making bodies, approved a
set of policies and procedures aimed at strengthening the over-
all environment for governance in line with international stan-
dards, laws, regulations, and practices, including policies related
to combating money laundering and terrorist financing, report-
ing violations, protecting whistleblowers, disclosure, transpar-
ency, conflicts of interest, compliance, and fundraising.

Through the application of governance policies in its procedural,
operational and executive processes, the IICO aspires to work to
protect charitable work and ward off suspicions about it, provide
high-quality services to beneficiaries, adhere to the highest lev-
els of transparency and integrity. As well as to raise performance
and productivity rates, and reduce any potential risks, in addi-
tion to enhancing the good reputation of the State of Kuwait as
a hub for humanitarian action.

Each of these policies included a set of articles showing their
nature, objectives, implementation steps, scope of applications,
and responsibilities of those concerned parties.

In the context of the practical application and commitment to
governance policies, the IICO instructed its employees to read
the same and sign a declaration stating that, and to work ac-
cordingly in order to improve performance in accordance with
this supervisory system. In light of these policies, the 1ICO seeks
to protect charitable work and the governance of its organiza-
tions, work to develop the same, and lay solid foundations for
high-performance organizations.
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sent an integrated package that starts from the five-year strate-
gy 2020-2024, which has defined the scope of the strategic focus
for charitable projects planned to be granted funds during the
strategic years.

Third: A series of detailed procedures that start with the review
and selection of three charitable bodies according to controlled
criteria. After that, these procedures extend to studying project
proposals by a specialized unit to verify the integrity of the fi-
nancial terms of the project as well as the legal, administrative,
and technical frameworks related to project implementation.

Fourth: Follow-up of the flow of funds to the implementing bod-
ies after the approval of charitable projects submitted by chari-
table bodies by a specialized committee within the 1ICO.

Fifth: Monitoring the implementation through periodic reports
that prove the implementation of the agreed works in accor-
dance with the signed contracts, before transferring additional
payments from the funds approved for the project.

Sixth: The IICO’s use of other external institutions under a
Third-Party Agreement, as its objective is to review and examine
the works of the implementing bodies, to ensure that the proj-
ect is closed, to review financial disbursement procedures, and
to comply with all technical and administrative controls by the
donated charities.

Improvement of the Quality of Life

On his part, the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 1ICO,
Dr. Abdullah Al-Ma'touq said that the 1ICO seeks, in accordance
with its strategic plan 2020-2024, to foster and empower people
economically, to be able to make the greatest positive impact
in their society. As he referred, in this context, to the projects
of establishing schools, educational complexes, villages, and
integrated residential cities, building hospitals, health centers,
development and craft projects, etc., which contribute to the
quality of life of the poor, the needy, and victims of disasters and
calamities.

He noted that the IICO’s support for these educational, health,
construction, development, and relief projects does stem from
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The Shariah Board monitors the laws, reg-
ulations, and controls governing the work
of the International Islamic Charity Organi-
zation (1ICO) and its projects in accordance
with Islamic principles

Our projects aim to foster and build pos-
itive people in their societies and to pro-
mote sustainable development against the
poverty challengesm

the duty of brotherhood and human and moral responsibility,
and its keenness to strengthen bonds of affection with peoples
and the advancement of poor societies. Dr. Al-Ma'touq added,
“The charitable work has proven its leadership in supporting
projects that provide people with the simplest rights to a decent
life, comprehensive health care, and appropriate education,
which contributes to graduating a generation of producers and
positive influencers in their societies.

Sustainable Development

On his part, the Director General of the IICO, Eng. Bader Al-Su-
mait, said, “We are pleased to present the simple people, this
manual of (IICO), as they are our partners in the industry of the
process of giving, which constitutes a source of dignified life for
the needy of the vulnerable groups. And in application of our
great Islamic values in generosity, compassion, solidarity, pleas-
ing the heart-broken and removing the anxieties of distressed
souls.”

He stated that the 11ICO seeks, through the projects of this man-
ual, to maximize the impact and keep pace with the sustainable
development goals of the United Nations, in facing the challeng-



Charitable Projects

It covers Mosques, Water, Education, Development, Health, and Culture Projects

Khairat, a manual that includes 314 projects in
96 countries around the world

Khairat, a manual for projects of 2022 AD, which
was recently issued by the IICO, puts before the
donors a rich list of 314 projects, which varied
between mosques, water, education, develop-
ment, health, and culture projects in 56 coun-
tries around the world.

The 1ICO implements these projects in coopera-
tion with its partners and its foreign offices for
the benefit of the weak and most vulnerable
groups in the target countries. They are China,
Jordan, Iraq, Philippines, Kuwait, India, Yemen,
Indonesia, Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Burma, Thailand, Turkey, Syria,
Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, Palestine, Kyrgyzstan, Ka-
zakhstan, Cambodia, Lebanon, Malaysia, Nepal,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania, Germany,
and the United Kingdom. As well as Poland, Sa-
rajevo, Kosovo, Serbia, France, Canada, United
States, Egypt, Ghana, Malawi, Mauritania, Ni-
geria, Senegal, Sudan, Somalia, Niger, Ethiopia,
Uganda, Burundi, Benin, Burkina Faso, Tanza-
nia, Tunisia, Djibouti, Cameroon, Ecuador, and
Brazil.

The manual includes 21 mosques, 39 water projects,
51 educational projects, 57 development projects,
69 health projects, and 77 cultural projects. The type
of the project, the country, the total cost of the proj-
ect in Kuwaiti dinars, the implementation period, some details
of the project and its facilities, and the number of beneficiaries
will be specified.

Donation Procedures System

Based upon key and firm principles of keenness to care for the
donors’ money, ensuring that they reach those who deserve
them, immunizing them from suspicions of money laundering
and terrorist financing, and in pursuit of better charitable work,
the 1ICO has succeeded in implementing the strategic develop-
ment and institutional building project as part of its efforts to
enhance transparency and integrity standards and to control
the Donation procedures system.

As the 1ICO assumes this responsibility in accordance with a
clear, professional, and disciplined vision with systematic proce-
dures, policies and mechanisms of study, review, implementa-
tion, follow-up, and transparency.

According to the manual’s preamble, the donation procedures
system is based on several levels, ensuring the implementation
of the values of governance and transparency for all procedures,
and they are as follows:

"Approved procedures to ensure that
funds reach their beneficiaries through
partners approved by the Kuwaiti Ministry
of Foreign Affairs

Charitable work has proven its leadership
in providing a decent life, healthcare,
and appropriate education for vulnerable
groupsm

First: Oversight of sovereign institutions at the national level, as
the IICO has approved, within the integrated donation system,
the database of the Kuwaiti Humanitarian Aid System affiliated
to the Kuwaiti Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as it only deals with the
approved bodies within this system.

Second: A set of internal procedures and policies, which repre-
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Dr. Al-Hassan added that the IICO’s giving is extended, continu-
ous and unconditional; and that it represents the State of Kuwait
as a center for humanitarian work in the best way in building
and reconstruction, hoping to launch new partnerships in the
future.

She indicated that the settlements program coordinates its ef-
forts in Kuwait with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs through the
Departments of International Cooperation and Legal Affairs and
in accordance with international agreements.

For his part, the regional representative of the Arab countries
in the “UN-Habitat” program, Dr. Irfan Ali, through the “ZOOM”
application, asserted that the home restoration project is one
of the important and priority projects to return the Palestinians
to their homes in the Gaza Strip after the May 2021 war, which
resulted in large numbers of innocent victims. As well as the
evacuation of more than 100,000 Palestinians from their homes
and the destruction of infrastructure, including more than 1,600
housing units completely destroyed and nearly 60,000 housing
units partially destroyed, noting that these people live in fragile
humanitarian conditions.

Ali pointed out that the home restoration project is an actual
contribution to helping the affected families and an apprecia-
ble contribution to improving their living conditions. It will also
provide technical advice to the families targeted by the project,
and direct cash grants to those affected through cash transfers.

He stressed that the program continues to communicate with
international and governmental authorities to urge them to
provide grants to rebuild the Strip and enhance the resilience of
the living environment for the Palestinians in light of the need
for 12,000 housing units for restoration and rehabilitation. In
addition to its role in supporting the capacities of institutions
in the Gaza Strip.

Ali expressed his thanks to the State of Kuwait for its pioneering
role in supporting the program’s projects in Iraq, Lebanon and
Palestine and humanitarian projects in general, pointing out
that the IICO cooperation with “UN-Habitat” is framed by a stra-
tegic cooperation agreement, which has tested its success in the
project to rehabilitate damaged housing due to the explosion of
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Beirut Port, which contributes in developing a partnership with
1ICO in the project of renovating Gaza homes.

In turn, the Director of the Office of the United Nations Human
Settlements Program in Palestine, Dr. Ziad Al-Shagra, that the
program works to support the targeted families whose homes
were damaged during the recent aggression by providing tech-
nical support and advice and supervising the damaged hous-
ing project. He indicated that the Gaza Strip was subjected to
attacks and military operations during the period from 2008-
2021 that exacerbated the conditions of human settlements, in
addition to the repercussions of the continuous blockade on the
Gaza Strip for 17 years.

Al-Shagra explained that the unemployment rate in the Gaza
Strip is the highest in the world at 47%, and that the rate of reli-
ance on humanitarian aid has reached 50%.

In response to a question regarding the criteria for selecting
the affected families, he said there are technical criteria, such as
the damage to the house being severe and uninhabitable and
humanitarian criteria, such as the breadwinner being a woman
who needs assistance and the third being economic, such as the
family’s lack of a permanent source of livelihood.




the support of humanitarian response plans, the translation of
the lICO’s strategic orientations that aim at building the humans
and empowering them educationally, economically, and cultur-
ally, in order to make them capable of making positive change
in their society.

On answering the press questions, Al-Sumait said, “The collabora-
tion with the United Nations at the official level in Kuwait is very
good, while the same with the local organizations is weak, which
requires a transparent dialogue and a constant discussion in or-
der to reach common solidarity and work. As no organization can
solely meet the demands of the beneficiaries, particularly with the
multiplicity and expansion of gaps. He also called upon the chari-
table organizations to present their concerns to the international
organizations through continuous communication and dialogue.

Al-Sumait added that international organizations are also con-
cerned with taking the initiative, removing the incorrect impres-
sions, and answering the questions that could be realistic and
need clarification, especially they may have some reservations
and thoughts that have been formed at a certain stage, holding
the international organizations responsible for addressing this
gap through media and publications.

Furthermore, he noted that the 1ICO has entrusted the resto-
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ration of Gaza’s houses project to the United Nations Human
Settlements Programme (Habitat), after the latter’s success in
achieving the project of Beirut houses’ restoration. Following
closed and open sessions that helped answer all the IICO’s que-
ries and requirements in order to reach a constructive and fruit-
ful work that leads to maximizing the impact.

In the same context, the Director of the United Nations Human
Settlements Programme (Habitat) for the Arabian Gulf territo-
ry in Kuwait, Dr. Amira Al-Hassan, has described the partnership
between the IICO and the Programme as distinctive and reflects
a state of mutual trust, as well as an extension to the continuous
collaboration between the two sides. She also indicated that the
Kuwaiti benevolence hands are always extended all over the world

In turn, the Director of the United Nations Human Settlements
Program for the Arab Gulf Region in Kuwait, Dr. Amira Al-Hassan,
described the partnership between the IICO and the program as
distinct and reflects a state of mutual trust, and that it is an ex-
tension of the continuous cooperation between the two sides.
While noting that Kuwaiti hands of goodness are always extend-
ed in various parts of the world, and that this project paves the
way for the return of the affected people in Gaza to their homes
and their normal lives, where housing, security and stability and
provides new job opportunities for the people of the Strip.
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Furthermore, Al-Sumait indicated that this project comes within
the constant humanitarian efforts of the 11ICO to support the hu-
manitarian situation in Palestine, and particularly in Gaza Strip,
where about two million Palestinian people live there. He also
pointed out that the Strip suffers from a continuous humani-
tarian tragedy in all aspects of life, either due to the oppressive
blockade imposed against it by land, sea, and air for 15 years,
or the repeated violations that undermined the infrastructure in
the Strip, destroyed houses, and public and private facilities. As
well as ripped the economic and social fabricin Palestine, and left
a profound effect on the living circumstances of the population.

In addition, he noted that one of the key objectives of the 1ICO,
based on its strategic plan 2020-2024, is to establish effective
strategic partnerships with local, regional, and international
organizations, indicating that the Organization has signed an
MOU with the United Nations Human Settlements Programme
(Habitat) in 2014, out of its belief that partnership has become a
strategic option. And that any humanitarian organization, what-
ever its capacities, cannot work solely in the humanitarian field.

He continued, “In order to translate the MOU, we have partici-
pated with the United Nations Human Settlements Programme
(Habitat) as a financing entity in the restoration of over than 100
houses located in the districts affected by the Beirut Port’s ex-
plosion on August 4, 2020. As well as part of the IICO’s response
to support the exerted efforts to contain the humanitarian ef-
fects of the explosion.”

Moreover, he described the partnership with the United Nations
Human Settlements Programme (Habitat) as a successful and
encouraging experience, and that the agreement on the resto-
ration of the damaged residential units for the people of Pal-
estine comes within this context. He also extended thanks and
appreciation to his representatives for what they have shown of
collaboration and transparency in providing the requests of the
IICO including the list of beneficiaries’ names, as part of the inter-
est in the ideal and professional implementation of the project.

He also expressed his hope that such efforts would contribute to
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$485 million in recovery
needs from the effects of
aggression in 2021

Dr. Irfan revealed that the World Bank Group, European
Union and United Nations launched a rapid assessment re-
port on the damage and needs in the Gaza Strip following
the May 2021 war on the Strip, explaining that the needs for
recovery and reconstruction of the Strip from the effects of
the aggression are estimated at $485 million over two years.

The aggression resulted in heavy human losses and severe
damage to the social, infrastructure and production sectors,
as well as a deterioration in the living conditions of more
than two million Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and 62% of
people suffering from food insecurity.



It has concluded a new partnership agreement with “Habitat” to implement the project

As part of its efforts to support
the humanitarian situation in
Palestine, the International
Islamic Charity Organization
(IICO) has concluded a new
partnership agreement with
the United Nations Human
Settlements Programme (Hab-
itat), which provides for im-
plementing the restoration
project for 50 houses that
were destroyed due to the ag-
gression on Gaza Strip within
12 months. The agreement
signing was made with the at-
tendance of the Deputy Pales-
tinian Ambassador in Kuwait,
Feras Al-Balawi, as well as the
representatives of the UN pro-
gramme in the Gulf, the Arab
countries, and Palestine.

The 1ICO’s Director General, Eng. Bader Al-Sumait, noted,
during the signing ceremony, that the total cost of the
restoration of 50 residential units in Gaza Strip reached $
575,232, indicating that the project aims at housing a num-
ber of Palestinian families with the most damaged houses
due to the aggression on the Strip.

Successful and fruitful
partnerships with UN
organizations

Al-Sumait welcomed the efforts of coordination, coopera-
tion and building bridges with various local, regional and in-
ternational humanitarian organizations, in order to support
the process of joint humanitarian and development work.

Al-Sumait added that the IICO has successful and fruitful
experiences with UN organizations, including the United
Nations Human Settlements Program, United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees, United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees, United Nations Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs “OCHA” and other
UN offices and representations in Kuwait, the Gulf and con-
flict areas.
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