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By God'’s grace, the project began to grow, income increased,
and his material and living conditions improved, which enabled
him to spend on his children and family better than it was be-
fore, he added.

Muhammad thanked IICO for its efforts in developing Islamic
societies and supporting ambitious youth towards achieving its
goals.

Microfinance projects in Somalia varied between productive
projects such as sewing, handicrafts, and popular kitchens, and
commercial projects such as groceries, clothing stores and stalls
selling agricultural crops, and service projects such as “tuk-tuk”
means of transportation, barbershops, pharmacies, and others.

Future of Project

The microfinance program in Somalia witnessed the manage-
ment of loans at a rate of 6.7 times, which reflects a high level
of success and demonstrates the importance of the project in
meeting the needs of the beneficiaries.

In this context, IICO seeks, through development projects pro-
grams, to offer an integrated cover of financial services such as
grants and loans to establish sustainable projects, in addition
to non-financial services such as vocational training in order to
raise the capacities of the targeted and business incubator ser-
vices to sponsor pioneering initiatives and projects.

It is noticeable that these projects contribute to raising the liv-
ing standards of the beneficiary families and work on develop-
ing their capabilities by providing their own resources and cov-
ering the basic needs and daily expenses of all family members
and earning a decent living.

Basic Needs

The development projects contribute to securing the daily
needs of poor families by providing income from micro-projects
that help the targeted families, by improving the level of ser-
vices they receive, whether health, educational or living.

The projects most requested and implemented by the benefi-

ciaries, according to the reports received from the authority’s
headquarters and the contract concluded with the partner, are
groceries projects, clothing and accessories stalls, and various
sales stores, in addition to “tuk-tuk” carts.

1ICO aspires to increase the beneficiaries of development pro-
grams in the Republic of Somalia in order to raise their standard
of living and improve their quality.

Economic Situation

The population of Somalia is about 15 million, according to the
statistics of the year 2021 AD. While 73 % of the Somali popula-
tion lives below the poverty line, according to the estimates of
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) mission for the year 2016.

Somalia is famous for raising livestock and working in agricul-
ture, as 60 % of the population lives in rural areas and works in
this field.

According to the latest report of the United Nations Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 5 million Somalis (a
third of the population) need humanitarian assistance, and the
average per capita income in Somalia, according to the Office of
National Statistics for 2020, is about $309.
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Development Programs

Across 677 production, commercial and service projects

Microfinance program improves the lives of
4,095 beneficiaries in Somalia

The Somali citizen, Salman Yusuf
Hassan, said that he was suffer-
ing from a financial disability that
prevented him from improving his
living situation and providing the
basic needs of his family

He continued, “God willing, | got a
good loan from IICO through the
Zamzam Foundation, with a value
of $2000, after | joined a training
program to establish small busi-
nesses.”

By God'’s grace, | was able to open a
pharmacy, and with time this private
project developed, and generated
an adequate income, part of which
| allocated to support my family, an-
other part to pay loan installments,
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and a third part for the future, Hassan
added.

This development project is one of 677 individual and collec-
tive projects that have succeeded in empowering 721 families
economically, and improving the living, educational and health
conditions of 4,095 people since the launch of the Microfinance
Program in the Republic of Somalia at the end of 2016 until the
end of October 2020, in partnership with local Zamzam Founda-
tion, which focused in most of its funding programs on talented
and creative people in their fields of work.
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" 11CO launched the project in Somalia in
2016 under the "Al Qard Al Hasan" system

Loans managing at a rate of 6.7 times,
and the charity aspires to expand the cir-
cle of beneficiaries!

The 31-year-old Somali citizen, Qassim Ali Mohamed, recounted
his experience with Al Qard Al Hasan program, saying: He is a
father of two children, and after graduating from university, he
searched for a long time for a job, but to no avail.

He dreamed of establishing a private project instead of work-
ing for others, and for this he did not give up, and with his own
effort, he established a small store selling foodstuffs to be a
source of livelihood and sustenance for his family, he added.

Muhammad indicated that one of his friends advised him to turn
to the Zamzam Foundation, which grants good loans to small
and micro projects with funding from IICO, pointing out that he
submitted an application and actually obtained a loan of $2,000,
and succeeded in expanding his store.
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site did not comply with the terms and standards of the Ministry
of Social Development.

| learned from one of my friends that the IICO provides good
loans through the Wafa Foundation in the West Bank, and | did
not hesitate to present my project to the Wafa Foundation. Af-
ter studying my file, it was approved, and | got a $4,000 loan,
and thanks to God, | own a licensed nursery, then the children’s
demand for it increased, and the income improved relatively, in
the hope that the project would develop in the near future, Abu
Najm continued.

Barber Shop Project

Ahmed Alyan Muhammad Faisal records his experience, saying:
lam 32 years old, live in Al Wusta Governorate, | support a family
of 3, and | was irregular at work, and with the hardship and diffi-
culty of life, | thought of owning a barbershop.

The challenge was how to obtain financing, but God Almighty
directed me to the Palestinian-Kuwaiti Community, which fi-
nances such small projects, with the support of the 1ICO, and | ac-
tually got a good loan of $1,200, and | now have a barber shop,
which provides for my family a fixed income, he added.

Poultry Farming

Successful stories continue, including the story of “Hamed Ha-
tem Mahmoud Al-Mansi,” 34 years old, lives in the Nuseirat camp
and supports a family of 5. This young man, after a journey of
suffering, was guided to the “Al Qard Al Hasan” program offered
by the 1ICO for the Sons of Palestine through its local partners.
He succeeded in obtaining a loan of $2,000, and started working
in the field of poultry farming, and thanks to God, he achieved
great success in this project.

Plant Nursery

In Beit Lahia, Nidal Akram Al-Shishi lived for 27 years, and his
story is similar to that of many of his peers who suffered from
the repercussions of unemployment and the lack of a regular
job opportunity and like other young people who are eager to
succeed and acquire a project to support their family, he con-
sidered running an agricultural nursery. When Hassan obtained
an amount of $2000 from the I1CO, his dream came true, which
changed the course of his family’s life for the better.

In this context, the IICO seeks, through development projects
programs, to offer an integrated cover of financial services such
as grants and loans to establish sustainable projects, in addition

to non-financial services such as vocational training with the aim
of raising the capacities of the targeted group and business incu-
bator services to sponsor pioneering initiatives and projects, all
of which aims to raise the living standards of these families, and
help develope their capabilities, by helping them create their own
resourcesin order to cover the basic needs and daily expenses of
family members, and provide an environment of decent living.

The development projects meet the daily needs of poor families
by providing income from micro-enterprises and assisting tar-
geted families by improving the level of services they receive,
whether health, educational or general living.

Poverty Rates

According to the report of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Sta-
tistics, the population of Palestine reached 5,227,193 in 2021,
including 2,106,745 people in the Gaza Strip, and 3,120,448 peo-
ple in the West Bank. And up until 2017, the poverty rate in the
Gaza Strip has reached 53 %, while in the West Bank it reached
13.9.% While the average monthly expenditure of a Palestinian
family consisting of 5 members was 934.9 Jordanian dinars. The
average monthly expenditure of a Palestinian family consisting
of 6 members in the Gaza Strip is 556 Jordanian dinars, while
its counterpart consisting of 5 members in the West Bank has a
monthly expenditure of 1143.6 Jordanian dinars

It is noteworthy that the 1ICO proceeds in the implementation
of these projects from its strategic vision 2020-2024 AD, which
aims to empower economically those in need, and the conse-
quent improvement of the living situation of the family, and the
development of the educational status of its children.
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Development Programs

11ICO launched Programs in 2010, to support poor families

The "Al Qard Al Hasan program" raises the qual-
ity of life of 17,000 Palestinians

“Mohammed Tariq Skaik,” a Palestinian citizen, aged
31, who supporting Aisha 7 years old, tells his sto-
ry with Al Qard Al Hasan program, saying: | used to
work intermittently in any field of work, hoping to
get a permanent job opportunity, a project was im-
plemented for Ghanin and my family, and the scarci-
ty of Job opportunities, and the inability to provide
a livelihood.

“I was always thinking of owning a small project selling “ice-cream
and endome’, to generate enough income for my family through-
out the month, and the main obstacle to not achieving this goal
was the lack of funds that needed to do so, he continued.

| set out to search for a source of funding, until | was guided to
the Palestinian-Kuwaiti Community, which provides good loans
with funding from the IICO in the State of Kuwait, and then |
went to it presenting my project, and explained the living sit-
uation of my family and our eligibility to this assistance, Skaik
continued.

Thank God, | received the association’s approval for my project
with great happiness, and received a loan of $2000, | have em-
barked on my long-awaited dream, which has been successful,
and hope has been fulfilled and | have become a reliable source
of income for my family, he added.

He concluded his journey with the loan, saying: | thank the IICO
and its valued donors for this project, which raised the condi-
tions of poor Palestinian families and lifted them out of poverty
and destitution.

The story of “Skaik” is one of 2565 stories. Al Qard Al Hasan - with
the grace of God - succeeded in shaping the lives of its benefi-
ciaries and saving them from extreme poverty. With thanks to
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Success stories reflect the role of Al Qard
Al Hasan in changing the lives of thousands of
young people and their families for the better

The 1ICO offers an integrated basket of
financial services!

Palestine in 2010, in partnership with 7 local associations, con-
centrated in the Gaza Strip. Gaza and the West Bank.

As of October 31, 2021, these projects benefited 2,960 fami-
lies comprising 16,688 individuals, and varied between social
projects supporting the marriage of young men and women,
productive projects such as sewing, handicrafts, restaurants
and popular kitchens, commercial projects such as groceries,
clothing stalls and shops, educational loans granted to univer-
sity students, and service vehicles such as carts “tuk-tuk”, and
various maintenance and repair shops, printing presses. As well
as agricultural projects such as raising livestock and poultry and
agricultural nurseries, health projects such as loans designated
for treatment, industrial projects such as blacksmithing and car-
pentry workshops and others.

Nursery Project

Another story told by “Haneen Muhannad Abdul Qader Abu
Najm,” a 30-year-old divorced woman from the city of Al-Bireh,
who supports her 9-year-old son and helps her family of 5 mem-
bers, says : | had a nursery project that | started with a small
amount, and the number of children in the nursery was 10 chil-
dren, and | did not have a nursery license because the project



Rescuing Projects

It included food baskets, shelter bags, fishing boats and anti-mosquito campaigns

An emergency rescuing program to alleviate the
suffering of 1,100 families affected by the floods

IICO responded to the distress call of the victims of Cy-
clones Gulab and Shaheen, which recently swept the Yeme-
ni city of Mukalla by distributing food, shelter and fishing
boats to poor families affected by the hurricane, in coop-
eration with the “NEDA Foundation for Development” and
“Human Access for Partnership and Development”.

As a result of the hurricane, the Yemeni city faced a tidal wave
of torrential rains and floods, which led to heavy losses in public
and private properties. Dozens of houses were partially dam-
aged, camps for the displaced collapsed, and infrastructure fa-
cilities were disrupted, including roads, electric current, commu-
nication networks, water and sewage lines.

The floods also swept away people’s cars and other private prop-
erties, which worsened the living and humanitarian conditions
of the population and their inability to meet basic daily needs.

After receiving feasibility studies from the two partners on the
humanitarian conditions of the affected people and their basic
needs, IICO approved an emergency intervention program that in-
cluded distributing food baskets and shelter bags to 1,100 affect-
ed families, and handing over 9 fishing boats to families working
in the fishing profession instead of their boats that were damaged
by the hurricane. This is in addition to 5 mist-spraying campaigns
to combat mosquitoes and combat diseases and epidemics.

The dangerous thing is that the people, after losing their posses-
sions, find themselves in the open, sleeping on the ground, and
covering the sky amid great humanitarian challenges.

This project aims to alleviate the suffering of those affected,
meet their needs of basic, necessary and urgent materials, and
compensate fishermen who lost their boats to continue the fish-
ing profession, which is the main source of their livelihood.

" The floods and rains destroyed the pri-
vate and public properties of the people and
left catastrophic humanitarian conditions

IICO has spared no effort to support the
people of Yemen since the outbhreak of
current events 6 years ago"

The partners appeal to philanthropists - individuals and institu-
tions - to work to support their programs to rehabilitate roads,
repair water projects, drain stagnant water, carry out mist spray-
ing and distribute mosquito nets to the affected in order to alle-
viate their daily suffering.

The “Call and Reach” institutions were active in counting the af-
fected, distributing shelter and food items, mosquito nets and
fishing boats, maintaining the sewage and water networks, and
carrying out the misty spraying process to combat mosquitoes,
according to the reports received by the authority.

1ICO has been receiving humanitarian projects from many Yemeni
charitable institutions accredited by the Kuwaiti Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and studying them in light of its strategic plan 2020-
2024 and its available charitable and endowment resources.

The commission has not reduced its efforts to responding to Ye-
meni distress calls under the slogan “Kuwait is by your side” since
the outbreak of the current events 6 years ago, which resulted in
catastrophic and dangerous humanitarian repercussions.
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Rehabilitation Projects

Target the segment of widowed and divorced women and the poorest families

Sewing machines project.. a ray of hope for 40

poor Yemeni families

Under the slogan “Kuwait is by your side”,
11CO inaugurated the project of owning sew-
ing machines and their tools for 40 Yemeni
women from the segment of widowed and
divorced women and the poorest families in
Radfan District, Lahij Governorate, Yemen,
in cooperation with Al-Jabal Developmental
Foundation.

This project, which was implemented within 15
days, represented an important opportunity and a
window of hope for these women to improve their
standard of living, qualify them to be productive
and self-reliant, as well as enable them to provide
a sustainable source of income for 200 members
of their families.

Commenting on this project, Al-Jabal Develop-
mental Foundation said that it contributes to
transforming Yemeni women from a consumer to
a producer, noting that the selection of the beneficiaries came
through a survey process for segments of women belonging to
the poorest families, widows, divorced women and orphans, who
have sewing skills and at the same time do not own machines. It
benefits her and her family.

The Yemeni Foundation appreciated the efforts of the Internation-
al Islamic Charity Organization (lICO) to alleviate the suffering of
poor families in Yemen during the continuation of waves of infla-
tion and high prices that included various necessary and luxury
food commodities. Noting that these deteriorating economic con-
ditions burdened the poor and poorest families.

Yemen is witnessing a catastrophic humanitarian situation as a
result of the armed conflicts that have been going on for years,
which have resulted in many crises that have cast a shadow over
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" The project provides a job opportunity
and a source of income for the beneficiary
families!

poor families and prevented them from obtaining their basic re-
quirements.

1ICO is keen to support such development projects based on its
strategic vision in the field of economic empowerment for those in
need, as the project will provide a job opportunity and a source of
income for the beneficiary families through the project’s products.
In addition, helping these families face life’s difficulties and vicissi-
tudes and mitigate their severity.

The partner institution monitored a set of positive effects of this
project, which is to empower this segment of beneficiaries with
work skills, and achieve self-sufficiency, meeting basic life require-
ments for beneficiary families, alleviate the suffering of poor fam-
ilies, involve women in work and production, transform families
from the consumption circle to the production space, and promote
a decent livelihood for the families of the beneficiaries.

In light of the deteriorating economic situation and the high rate
of poverty in Yemen, and the dependence of Yemenis on charitable
institutions to secure their daily livelihood, IICO sought to support
these projects within the framework of its orientations aimed at
confronting the problem of unemployment and mitigating its cat-
astrophic effects, by helping the unemployed - women and men
- And push them to work and produce.



Together to build human beings

According to a partnership relationship between 11ICO and the UNHCR

Training of 1,000 Pakistani and Afghan students
in 13 technical professions

The recently approved “Livelihoods Support for Afghan Ref-
ugees and Host Communities in Pakistan” project, by the
charity, faces the chronic poverty experienced by the people
of those communities by training 1,000 students in 13 pro-
fessions according to the requirements of the labor market.

1ICO’s support for this project, which was presented by the Unit-
ed Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, came in line with its
objectives and the authority’s strategic vision in the field of eco-
nomic empowerment for people in need through the “Solutions”
initiative concerned with raising the capabilities of the target
groups and providing them with vocational and technical skills.

According to the feasibility study, the training program lasts for
3 years, and training courses for technical and vocational skills
are held in the institutes of the National Vocational and Technical
Training Authority to ensure that the trainee obtains an interna-
tionally recognized certificate.

The study attributes the importance of this training program to
the lack of formal methodicalness training opportunities in var-
ious skills, the high rates of chronic poverty that limit the ability
of refugee families to own productive assets to generate income,
in addition to the lack of marketable technical skills and poor ac-
cess to job opportunities.

Pakistan still hosts 1.4 million Afghan refugees, and is the third
largest refugee hosting country in the world after Turkey and Co-
lombia, and is a destination for thousands of Afghans crossing
the border in search of better opportunities to earn a living and
access services.

The political, social, economic, and environmental consequenc-
es associated with the long presence of Afghans in Pakistan
have placed more burdens on the host community and placed
enormous pressure on overstretched infrastructure and public
service delivery systems.

The courses include operating heavy machinery, sewing machines,
solar panel repair and installation, computer use, plumbing, beau-
tification, auto engine repair, electrical repair, woodwork, black-
smithing, marble and tile, trade and emergency services.

While 1ICO provided humanitarian support to 50 refugee fam-
ilies sponsored by UNHCR in Kuwait, the partnership process
between the two sides continued in the year 2020 AD with the
launch of the work of the International Partnerships Office of the
organization, which rearranged and activated this file based on
the organization’s strategic plan 2020-2024 AD, which focuses
on the importance of forming effective strategic partnerships
with local, regional and international organizations.

On the other hand, UNHCR'’s strategy aims to enhance produc-
tive capacities and support the human, social and financial capi-

Memorandum of Understanding to
support refugees and build capacity

IICO and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees have long-standing partnership relations. In 2000, they
signed a memorandum of understanding in the presence of
then-Chairman of the Commission, Sheikh Yousef Al-Hajji -
may God have mercy on him - and the Assistant Director of
the Regional Office for Central and Southwest Asia, North Af-
rica and the Middle East, Mrs. Maureen Conley.

The agreement focused on partnership in the field of refu-
gee operations, covering protection, maintenance, care, re-
patriation and reintegration, institution building and reset-
tlement, and building an effective partnership in operations
through a shared commitment to understanding the respon-
sibilities of the other party.

The agreement also refers to improving mechanisms for con-
sultation, cooperation, information sharing, coordination of
program planning and implementation, integration of activities,
effective use of resources, avoidance of duplication, exchange of
experiences, training and capacity building in a joint effort. In
addition to the possibility of forming a forum for representatives
of refugees and non-governmental organizations.

tal of refugees and the host community.

It also seeks to support policies that help create an environment
that allows the children of the most vulnerable communities to
become more self-reliant by focusing on the axes of gradual pov-
erty eradication and technical and vocational training for refu-
gees and host communities.
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