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activities for the children, and distributed some gifts to them,
such as clothes and toys, that helped draw smiles and joy on
their faces.

Moreover, the delegation checked the destroyed houses in some
villages, which appeared after the floods water receded, as well
as the site of two totally destroyed schools, and visited the tents
provided by the UNICEF in which children study instead of the
two schools.

Among the tragic scenes, the delegation was able to reach a vil-
lage, completely submerged in water, by boat, to determine the
extent of the huge damage caused by the floods in that area.
However, despite the disaster occurred over than a month ago,
the village is still submerged in water, and that the affected peo-
ple are still living on the sides of the road in primitive tents and
in very poor unhumanitarian conditions.

In this context, the delegation has launched humanitarian ap-
peals documented in video clips, in which they appealed to
donors to rebuild the two schools that provide educational op-
portunities for more than 200 students in this region and job op-
portunities for a number of teachers and administrators.

In their meetings with local officials, TV channels, and local
newspapers, the delegation members affirmed the support of
the State of Kuwait and the 1ICO to the Pakistani people based
on the moral and humanitarian duty, noting that the strategic
vision of the 1ICO works to empower people and improve their
economic, educational and living conditions.

The role of the 1ICO’s office in Pakistan, led by Dr. Abdul Hai Anis,
was evident in the delegation’s organized visits and meetings
with the afflicted, field volunteers, and local officials. As well as
drawing the daily map of the delegation’s movements, distribu-
tion of aid, and providing the elements of security and safety for
them in light of their tours in a turbulent environment, both in
terms of security and economic aspects.

Upon their arrival at Kuwait Airport, the members of the delega-
tion expressed their deep influence by the humanitarian trage-
dies caused by the catastrophic floods that swept Pakistan. As
they called on charitable donors to extend a helping hand and
assistance to the afflicted by supporting the programs of the
1ICO for humanitarian interventions in Pakistan so that the flood
victims can overcome their crisis.
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""Members of the delegation said to local
officials and the media: Kuwait's standing
by the Pakistani people is merely a moral
and humanitarian dutymw

It is noteworthy that the floods that struck southern, northern
and western Pakistan in the past few months have left wide-
spread destruction in nearly a third of Pakistan’s area, killing
thousands, displacing more than 30 million people, killing live-
stock, destroying agricultural crops, and destroying infrastruc-
ture including roads, bridges, and demolition of residential
buildings.

It is estimated that the floods are the deadliest in decades, have
inundated more than 7 million homes, that 40 % of the popu-
lation faces severe levels of food insecurity, and children under
five are among the most vulnerable as they could not get even
milk, for its high price.

Under this catastrophe, millions of people left their homes in
villages and turned to major cities, searching for water, food,
shelter, and health care.

In addition, the economic situation in the affected areas seems
unstable and prices are constantly rising, especially after the
floods disaster that made two-thirds of the country swept by
water.




Relief Campaigns

Sending a delegation to convey the suffering of the flood victims and implement its relief program

lICO distributes food and housing aid to 15,300

affected Pakistanis

11ICO has dedicated its efforts to confront the repercussions
of the devastating floods that swept within the Republic of
Pakistan, by launching an urgent relief program to help the
afflicted people. As well as sending a delegation of the IICO’s
leaders and volunteers to execute the program in coordina-
tion with the Kuwaiti Embassy in Islamabad, the 1ICO’s office
and the local organizations.

In this context, the IICO was able to successfully carry out the
first stage of its relief program, which resulted in the distribu-
tion of 2,550 food baskets to 15,300 beneficiaries in the provinc-
es of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Baluchistan, and Sindh. Each basket
contained basic foodstuffs that would suffice a family nearly for
a month, in addition to housing supplies, kitchen utensils, and
other necessary subsistence items.

During the next stage, the 1ICO is heading to support sustain-
able projects in the afflicted areas according to the studies it re-
ceives from Pakistani organizations in the fields of restoration
of educational and cultural facilities, launching development
projects, and others.

The delegation, who withstood challenges and traveled for
miles to mitigate the suffering of the afflicted people, includ-
ed the Director of the Projects Development Department, Eng.
Sami Muhammad Zain al-Abidin, the Head of the Organizations
Unit, the Major Donors, Jarrah Al-Zaid, and the influential activ-
ists Fawaz Al-Anzy, Qatada Al-Jumayan, Khalid Al-Bakhit, and
Hamad Musharraf Al-Bazaly.

Furthermore, the volunteers and influencers visited a number
of afflicted villages, including Anaworak, 20 km far from Quetta,
the capital of Baluchistan, Nave Kale, 15 km far from Quetta, and
Badin, 214 km far from Karachi, the capital of Sindh Province,
and Gharo city, which is 67.5 km far from Karachi.

"The delegation withstood challenges and
covered miles to mitigate the suffering of
the afflicted and draw a smile on the faces
of their children

Humanitarian appeals to the delegation
to finance two destroyed schools as their
students are now studying in unsuitable
tentsm

The team succeeded in representing the State of Kuwait in the
best way, achieving the goals of its humanitarian mission by
checking the conditions of the afflicted people, and depicting
their suffering via social media and media platforms. As well as
implementing the IICO’s program for relief interventions, and
coordinating efforts

and needs with the Kuwaiti Embassy in Islamabad, the 1ICO’s of-
fice, and the official and civil Pakistani authorities.

The members of the delegation met with many families who lost
their homes, and recorded humanitarian meetings with them
that revealed the depth of their misery, the loss of their property
and savings, and the turning of their homes into rubble.

In addition, the delegation members also organized recreational
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tainable development goals, face the repercussions of humani-
tarian crises, and alleviate the suffering of marginalized groups
and the neediest.

Al-Sumait referred to the launch of the Organization as an en-
dowment idea nearly 40 years ago, and the expansion of its
humanitarian and development activities in more than 80 coun-
tries around the world, in cooperation with more than 200 local,
regional and international humanitarian organizations, point-
ing to part of the 1ICO’s successful and fruitful partnerships with
national and international organizations.

Furthermore, Al-Sumait welcomed the efforts of coordination,
cooperation and building bridges of communication with the
Turkish Red Crescent, in order to support the process of joint
humanitarian and development work, and exchange experienc-
es and expertise. As well as opening new horizons within the
common humanitarian goals aimed at building humans and
empowering them economically, educationally and culturally so
that they are able to improve the quality of their lives and have a
positive impact on their community.

155 Years of Giving

On the other side, the Director General of the Turkish Red Cres-
cent, Dr. Ibrahim Altan, said that his organization was founded
in 1868 AD, i.e., 155 years ago, and it is considered one of the
oldest humanitarian organizations in the world. In addition, it
has 57 branches in Turkey and many other international offices
out of Turkey, with about 15 thousand employees.

Explaining the nature of the work of the Turkish Red Crescent,
Dr. Ibrahim Altan said, “We seek to strengthen people and soci-
ety, relieve the pains of people affected by disasters and pover-
ty, and develop social welfare programs and basic services such
as social solidarity and safe shelter for the poor and needy. As
well as to provide food and health aids, blood transfusions, and
securing basic needs, paying attention to education and youth,
housing, immigration and refugee protection, in addition to se-
curing and operating water facilities.”

Dr. Ibrahim Altan continued, “Through our keenness to expand
our network of relations, our move came to activate this agree-
ment with the Charity Organization to expand in the areas of
providing assistance to those affected, and work to combat pov-
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erty, global hunger, diseases, and epidemics, confront the reper-
cussions of disasters, and protect the environment.”

He pointed out that his organization has succeeded in providing
humanitarian aid to many countries such as Palestine, Sudan, In-
donesia, Sri Lanka, Kyrgyzstan, Kosovo, Somalia, Pakistan, and
others, and has achieved important successes in sustainable de-
velopmental projects, in the fields of building homes, schools,
community centers, places of worship, public facilities, health,
social aids, agriculture and irrigation in poor countries.

Dr. Altan stated that the Turkish Red Crescent owns six (6) ma-
jor industrial facilities, namely the injection factory, the mineral
water factory, an insurance company, a construction company,
a blood manufacturing company, and a tent production factory
located in the Disaster Coordination Center in Ankara. He also
owns many properties donated by charitable people.

Moreover, Dr. Altan explained that the Turkish Red Crescent en-
joys financial independence, and that its main sources of income
come through assets, income-generating activities, blood trans-
fusion services and donations, noting that it does not receive
any financial allocations from the Turkish government.

Finally, he added, “The Turkish Red Crescent enjoys good part-
nerships with many international organizations and non-gov-
ernmental organizations (NGOs) working in Turkey, including
the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and the United Nations De-
velopment Program (UNDP), The European Civil Protection &
Humanitarian Aid Organization (ECHO), and the International
Islamic Crescent Committee and others.




Together to Build up Human

Through a memorandum of understanding aimed at enhancing cooperation in development,

empowerment and capacity-building aspects

[ICO and the Turkish Red Crescent.. Renewing
the partnership for the benefit of vulnerable

segments

The International Islamic Charity Organization
(IICO) and the Turkish Red Crescent Organiza-
tion renewed the activation of the joint Mem-
orandum of Understanding signed in 2017, as
part of their endeavors to strengthen means of
strategic partnership and cooperation for the
benefit of the vulnerable groups in Syria, Yemen,
Palestine, Iraq, Somalia, Myanmar, Afghanistan,
as well as the other neediest countries.

The memorandum identified areas of coopera-
tion in development, empowerment, capacity
building, exchange of expertise and knowledge,
joint synergy, training, and technical support, as
well as any other programs that would advance
fragile human societies.

The Charity Organization was represented in the
signing of the memorandum by its Director General,
Eng. Bader Al-Sumait, and the Turkish Red Crescent
Organization by its Director General and member of
the Presidential Committee for Social Policies in Turkey, Dr. Ibra-
him Altan at the headquarters of the Organization, in the pres-
ence of a host of leaders of the two organizations.

On his part, Al-Sumait expressed what he described as a deep
and great appreciation for the pioneering humanitarian role of
the Turkish Republic and its long-standing humanitarian orga-
nizations that are active in caring for millions of Arab and Mus-
lim refugees, especially the Syrian refugees. He also pointed out
that Turkey has become at the top of the list of countries hosting
refugees from the core of the crises in the world.

As part of the 1ICO’s keenness to strengthen the partnership with
Turkish humanitarian organizations, Al-Sumait noted that the
Organization recently hosted a high-ranking delegation from
the Turkish Humanitarian Relief Foundation, Human Rights and
Freedoms (IHH), in order to develop ways of cooperation in sup-
porting the displaced Syrians. He also indicated that the renewal
and activation of the memorandum of understanding with the
Turkish Red Crescent, signed in 2017, serves in the framework
of cooperation and coordination for the benefit of vulnerable
segments in the world.

Al-Sumait has described the Turkish Red Crescent as a well-es-
tablished organization with its expertise and capabilities in the

"AI-Sumait said: Turkey tops the list of
countries hosting refugees in the world,
and we welcome cooperation with its hu-
manitarian organizations

Dr. Altan said: We are keen to expand

our relations network and activate the
agreement with the Charity Organization

to expand the fields of aid to the affected
groupsm

field of humanitarian work, explaining that its humanitarian
goals meet with the IICO’s strategic vision in the field of build-
ing people and empowering them culturally, educationally and

economically, without discrimination on the basis of language,
religion, gender and/or race.

Al-Sumait continued, “This partnership is worthy of exchanging
experiences and expertise, and working together to achieve sus-
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ing the project in a professional manner, worthy of the sacrific-
es of the affected Palestinian families.

Government of Kuwait’s Commitment

For his part, the Director of the National Office for the Recon-
struction of Gaza and the representative of the Minister of Pub-
lic Works and Housing in Palestine, Eng. Saadi Ali, assured the
Kuwaiti government’s commitment to fulfilling its pledges to-
wards the reconstruction of Gaza. As he said, “One of the most
prominent countries that have fully committed to their pledges
after the 2014 aggression on Gaza is the State of Kuwait.”

He continued, “Kuwait, through the Kuwait Fund for Arab Eco-
nomic Development, donated a generous grant amounting to
200 million US dollars, and directed to finance 7 main sectors,
starting from the housing sector and to the water, economy, ag-
riculture, health, infrastructure, and education sectors.”

He added, “We congratulate the launching of a project to ren-
ovate 50 damaged housing units in the Gaza Strip as a result
of the May 2021 aggression through the 1ICO in the State of
Kuwait, and the implementation of the UN-Habitat Program.
Moreover, he extended thanks to the IICO for its great efforts in
supporting Palestinian communities, and the UN-Habitat Pro-
gram in Kuwait for its efforts in this regard.

Adequate Housing Priority

For his part, the Director of the Office of the United Nations Hu-
man Settlements Program in Palestine, Dr. Ziad Al Shaqra, said
that UN-Habitat Program has placed the principle of the right
to adequate housing at the heart of the new urban plan for the
State of Palestine.

He pointed out that providing adequate housing is one of the
priorities of UN-Habitat intervention in Palestine as a result of
the difficult social and economic conditions on one hand, and
the frequent aggressions, on the other

hand. He also noted that the housing sector is a priority with-
in the urban policy prepared with technical support from the
UN-Habitat, and funded by the European Union, and the leader-
ship of the Palestinian government.

He stressed the importance of the vital role of cities and local
governments in responding to crises and emergencies, planning
for a comprehensive, resilient and greener future, and preparing
urban areas to confront future disasters, which comes in support
of the role of government agencies in achieving sustainable ur-
ban development.

He pointed out that UN-Habitat Program in Palestine is working
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Welcoming the partnership with UN-
Habitat and wishes for a new start

Al-Sumait congratulated the family of the United Nations Hu-
man Settlements Program worldwide, and in the land of Pales-
tine in particular, on the occasion of UN-Habitat World Inter-
national Day, which fell on the third of October 2022, raising
the slogan “Beware of the gap, and do not leave an individual
or a place behind.”

He wished the program family more success, and that this slo-
gan would be a new start for UN-Habitat within its continual ef-
forts to achieve an environment that provides human dignity
for the weak and needy.

Furthermore, Al-Sumait welcomed the efforts of coordination,
cooperation, and building bridges with UN- Habitat and vari-
ous international humanitarian organizations, in order to sup-
port the process of joint humanitarian and development work.

Palestinian People extend thanks to the
Kuwaiti political leadership

The Palestinian official, Eng. Saadi, expressed his deep thanks
and gratitude to His Highness Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mishaal Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, may Allah bless them both, and to
the Arab Kuwaiti people. As well as praying Allah to bless the
State of Kuwait, the symbol of giving, for the great support it
provided to the Palestinian people at all levels and by all means.

to achieve the goals of the new urban plan and to localize the
eleventh goal of the sustainable development goals through
programs and projects that seek to strengthen the capacities of
governmental and local institutions to develop policies, strat-
egies, and mechanisms for their implementation in the areas
of spatial planning, urban economy, climate change, adequate
housing, etc.

Furthermore, he added that the housing restoration project for
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, funded by generous support from
the 1ICO, aims to support families affected by the aggression on
the Gaza Strip, by providing technical and practical advice for the
use of cash grants, and providing technical support and guidance
in supervising the implementation of restoration work.

He expressed the UN-Habitat in Palestine’s thanks to the 11ICO for
its support for this project, hoping that it will be the beginning
of a lasting cooperation for safe communities in Palestine.

The lICO is keen, on every occasion, to confirm its legitimate and
humanitarian principles in supporting development projects in
Palestine, and working to meet the growing needs of its people.

It is noteworthy that the IICO has successful and fruitful partner-
ship relations with the UN organizations represented by the Unit-
ed Nations Human Settlements Program (UN-Habitat), the United
Nations Agency for Palestine Refugees UNRWA, the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees, and the United Nations Of-
fice for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs “OCHA". As well
as other UN organizations in Kuwait, the Gulf and conflict areas.



Housing Projects

According to a Memorandum of Understanding with the “UN-Habitat” on its International Day

Launching a project to renovate 50 housing

units in the Gaza Strip

As part of its continuous efforts to support humanitarian
response plans in Palestine, the 1ICO launched a project to
renovate and restore 50 housing units in Gaza, which were
destroyed as a result of the aggression against it in 2021.
The project cost amounts to $575,232, in partnership with
the United Nations Human Settlements Program (UN-Hab-
itat), and the presence of representatives of the program in
Palestine and Kuwait.

This came on the occasion of the “UN-Habitat World Day”, which
this year had the slogan “Beware of the gap, and do not leave an
individual or a place behind’, to draw attention to the increasing
inequality. As well as to confront the challenges in cities and hu-
man settlements resulting from the Corona pandemic, the issue
of climate change and conflicts, and to affirm the right of all peo-
ple to get adequate shelter that preserves their human dignity.

From the land of Kuwait of goodness, the center for humanitari-
an action, the Director General of the 1ICO, Eng. Bader Al-Sumait
announced the launch of a project to renovate and restore 50
housing units in the Gaza Strip as part of the IICO’s continuous
humanitarian, development and qualification efforts to support
the people of Palestine. The project is based on the Memorandum
of Understanding concluded by the IICO with the UN-Habitat Pro-
gram in 2014, and based on its strategic plan aimed at establish-
ing effective strategic partnerships in the humanitarian field.

During his speech at the opening ceremony, Al-Sumait wel-
comed the partnership with the United Nations Program in the
field of supporting projects for sheltering vulnerable segments
and alleviating their human suffering. He also indicated that the
1ICO participated in the project to finance the renovation of 100
houses in the districts that were affected by the explosion of
Beirut Port on 4 August 2020. This comes as part of its response
efforts to support humanitarian interventions to contain the ef-
fects of the explosion, which resulted in the restoration of 507
homes in partnership with UN-Habitat and Lebanese humani-
tarian organizations.

Al-Sumait stressed that the humanitarian situation throughout
the land of Palestine tops the priority on the map of humani-
tarian development work in the 1ICO and within its strategic vi-
sion that targets vulnerable segments in over than 80 countries
around the world.

As is the case with all Palestinian territories, Al-Sumait noted
that the Gaza Strip falls within the scope of the IICO’s geograph-
ical focus due to the harsh living conditions of the population
of the Strip, whose number exceeded two million people. In ad-
dition to the repercussions of the repeated attacks on the Strip,
and the siege that has continued for 15 years.

Al-Sumait continued, “This is why the projects of restoring and
renovating homes in Gaza have received the attention of the

WAI-Sumait said: We look forward to ex-

ecuting the project in a professional and

occupational manner that befits the sacri-
fices of Palestinian families

A Palestinian Official said: Kuwait has ful-
filled all its pledges (200 million dollars)

after the aggression on Gaza Strip in 2014

Dr. Al-Shaqra said: We are keen with the
Charity Organization to provide adequate
housing for families affected by the ag-
gression on Gaza Stripm

1ICO, and that the number of implemented units has reached
517 homes during the period from 2010 to today. In addition to
two other projects that are being implemented to renovate and
restore 65 homes, including 50 homes in cooperation with the
UN-Habitat Program, bringing the total to the implemented and
ongoing projects 582 projects for the benefit of 3,492 people.

On the level of humanitarian and development projects in gen-
eral, Al-Sumait stated that since the May 2021 aggression on the
Gaza Strip, the IICO has implemented 30 social, educational, de-
velopmental, health, and cultural projects, benefiting more than
720,000 Palestinians.

Furthermore, Al-Sumait extended thanks to all those who con-
tributed to the development and advancement of the project to
renovate Gaza homes, whether in Kuwait, the Gulf, or Palestine
on the basis of cooperation and transparency, leading to the
inauguration stage. As he indicated that these efforts enhance
confidence in the IICO respecting the possibility of implement-
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