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change and create positive transformations across various aspects
of life.

Caring for youth represents a directinvestment in comprehensive
development and an advancement of both the individual and
society. However, this group faces significant challenges, most
notably unemployment and poverty, which threaten social
security and undermine development pathways. This calls for
concerted efforts by governments, the private sector, civil society
organizations, and charitable institutions to play their role in
developing youth skills and economically empowering them
through small income-generating projects that ensure their
inclusion and participation in shaping their present and future.

Project Objectives

The project is based on a set of developmental objectives
and justifications that reflect the realism and importance of
the intervention. Foremost among these is the notable success
achieved by the first phase of the “My Profession in My Hands”
project, both in terms of the quality of training outputs and
the ability of a number of trainees to obtain employment
opportunities, while others succeeded in launching small income-
generating projects that improved their living conditions and
strengthened their self-reliance.

The project also responds to the urgent need of Yemeni society
for qualified youth cadres in various vocational and craft fields,
supporting comprehensive development efforts and enhancing
the community’s capacity to recover amid the exceptional
conditions facing the country—especially with rising poverty and
unemployment rates among youth and the resulting negative
economic and social impacts on society as a whole.

Among the project’s driving factors is the limited possession of
practical skills and qualifications among Yemeni youth that would
enable them to integrate into the labor market, in addition to the
high costs of education and vocational training, which prevent
a wide segment of youth from continuing their education or
developing their professional capacities.

The project also addresses the phenomenon of large numbers of
youth dropping out of education due to difficult living conditions,
by providing practical training alternatives that help reintegrate
them into productive pathways and achieve economic stability for
themselves and their families.

(134957) coyian) o
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The project places special emphasis on protecting youth from the
risks of exploitation or involvement in negative paths, including
drifting toward violence or crime, by providing genuine training
and empowerment opportunities that open positive horizons for
their active participation in society.

The project also focuses on priority empowerment projects
that have higher chances of success in the local market, ensuring
sustainability of impact and maximizing the developmental return
of the interventions provided.

In this context, “My Profession in My Hands - Phase Two”
embodies a practical model of effective partnership between
charitable work and sustainable development, affirming that
investing in youth remains the safest and most effective path for
building communities and enhancing their resilience and recovery
in the face of crises.

The Reality of Yemeni Youth

In Yemen, young men and women face accumulated challenges,
including high unemployment rates, lack of job opportunities,
weak skill acquisition, and the absence of a clear future vision—
challenges that have been exacerbated by the continuation
of the current conditions in the country. Despite these crises,
youth still represent a promising opportunity if they are properly
rehabilitated, supported, and equipped with the necessary skills
that enable them to build their future and contribute to the
advancement of their society.

The Youth Rehabilitation and Empowerment Program in Yemen
is considered one of the important programs, as it stems from a
forward-looking vision and strategy that place education and
youth at the forefront of priorities, recognizing youth as the
cornerstone in rebuilding Yemen.
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Productive Projects

From training halls to income-generating projects

"My Profession in My Hands".. 235 young men and
women on the path to economic independence in Yemen

As part of its ongoing efforts to support
economic empowerment and capacity
building in communities affected by
crises, the International Islamic Charity
Organization(lICO) adopted the second
phase of the project “Vocational and
Professional Rehabilitation and Training
for Youth in Yemen - My Profession
in My Hands’, which targeted 235
young men and women from the
governorates of Taiz, Hadramout,
and Marib, in partnership with Al-
Wusool Humanitarian Partnership and
Development Association.

The project aims to rehabilitate and
train Yemeni youth and equip them with
specialized practical skills in a number of service, productive, and
technical fields, enhancing their readiness to integrate into the
local labor market and opening real opportunities for self-reliance.

The project seeks to contribute to reducing the risks of poverty
and unemployment that threaten youth in the present and future,
by providing sustainable vocational tools that enable them to
improve their living standards and enhance the quality of life for
themselves and their families.

This project comes as an extension of IICO’s vision of transitioning
from temporary relief to sustainable empowerment, through
investing in people as the fundamental pillar for rebuilding
communities and strengthening their economic and social
stability.

Comprehensive Training Programs

The rehabilitation, training, and empowerment programs
directed at young men and women include an integrated package
of theoretical and practical tracks that meet trainees’ needs and
keep pace with the requirements of the Yemeni labor market.
These are implemented according to carefully prepared detailed
plans based on selecting the best specialized institutes in training
and qualification fields, ensuring the highest levels of efficiency
and optimal utilization of project outputs.

The project also includes accompanying activities that
contribute to developing the personal and professional aspects
of trainees, enhancing their awareness and community culture,
supporting their positive integration into society, strengthening
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"Economic empowerment as an entry

point to social stability and combating pov-
erty and unemployment among youth

Theoretical and practical training tracks
based on well-studied plans and accompa-
nying activities to build a productive and
effective personality”

opportunities for achieving sustainable development, and
contributing effectively to reducing poverty and unemployment
rates in Yemeni society.

Youth... The Energy of Change

Youth are the hope of tomorrow and the makers of the future,
possessing immense latent energies that seek practical pathways
to transform into tangible production that contributes to
advancing economic and social development. Youth, especially
in Arab societies, constitute the largest proportion of the
population, making them a strategic human wealth that cannot be
underestimated, given their vitality and capacity to bring about



Lebanese Ministry of Social Affairs and in cooperation with
the Chamber of Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture of North
Lebanon. The event was attended by Lebanese officials and
representatives of charitable and social organizations in Tripoli.

In his speech, Al-Irshad Charity Association President lhab Nafea
emphasized the importance of the empowerment approach
adopted by the association to develop women'’s skills and enhance
their self-reliance, expressing his gratitude to 11ICO for supporting
and sponsoring the project.

For his part, Tawfiq Dabboussi, President of the Chamber of
Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture of North Lebanon, praised
the project’s concept and implementation mechanism, affirming
that Tripoli has become—through such initiatives—a visible
contributor on the economic map, and calling for collective efforts
to develop local capacities and resources.

Achievements of the First Cycle and Outcomes

During the ceremony, certificates were awarded to trainees who
completed intensive courses over a full year. Sewing machines
and starter kits were also distributed to 14 trainees, marking the
beginning of the practical application phase and entry into the
labor market.

The event included a mini exhibition showcasing the trainees’
products, which drew admiration from attendees for the high
training standards and practical skills acquired.

Following the success of the first cycle, Al-Irshad Charity
Association launched the second phase of the “A Dignified
Life” project, targeting women and girls from various areas of
North Lebanon. The training lasts six months in a fully equipped
workshop, qualifying trainees for employment and self-
employment  opportunities.

Humanitarian and Development Impact

The “A Dignified Life” project represents a direct investment in
human dignity and a restoration of hope for women facing harsh
living conditions. By transforming training into real employment
opportunities, the project lays a solid foundation for the transition
from dependency to productivity and from reliance on aid to self-
reliance.

It also offers a scalable and replicable development model in
similar contexts, combining professionalism, humanitarian values,
and economic sustainability, in alignment with modern charitable
approaches and the Sustainable Development Goals.
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“A Dignified Life" Is a Practical
Translation of the Empowerment
Philosoph in 1ICO
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During the graduation ceremony of “A Dignified Life” trainees,
Mohammed Ramadan, Director of Development Programs at
the International Islamic Charity Organization, stated that the
project represents a pioneering step in integrating charitable
work with sustainable development.

Speaking via Zoom, he expressed IICO’s pride in the fruits of this
blessed effort, crowned by the graduation of a group of diligent
women who proved that true empowerment begins with self-
belief and is realized through knowledge, work, and productivity.

He added:

“Supporting the A Dignified Life project stems from our firm
belief that women’s economic empowerment goes beyond
vocational training; it is a conscious investment in individuals,
families, and society as a whole, and one of the core pillars of
humanitarian action and sustainable development.”

He explained that empowerment, in its comprehensive sense,
transcends temporary assistance toward capacity building, skills
transfer, and creating real opportunities for self-reliance and
preservation of human dignity, opening new horizons for a more
stable and secure life.

Ramadan continued:

“The A Dignified Life project translates this conviction into
tangible reality by training women in sewing, equipping them
with practical skills that enable them to enter the labor market
and secure a dignified income that improves their living
conditions and strengthens their positive role within the family
and society.”

He highlighted the importance of the partnership between
1ICO and Al-Irshad Charity Association, commending the latter’s
commitment to solid development standards that place people
at the heart of the development process. He also praised the
patronage of the Ministry of Social Affairs, which reflects its
dedication to supporting initiatives aimed at empowering the
most vulnerable groups and enhancing social and economic
stability.

He concluded by affirming that IICO will continue supporting
high-quality development programs that strengthen human
and economic security and contribute to building more just and
stable societies, wishing everyone continued success.
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Rehabilitation Projects

A Development Model Transforming Women into Productive Members of Their Local Communities

"A Dignified Life" A Training Project Creating
Livelihood Opportunities for Women in Lebanon

Amid one of the most severe
economic and  social crises
Lebanon has witnessed in decades,
sustainable development initiatives
have emerged as an urgent
humanitarian option that goes
beyond temporary relief toward
building resilience and enhancing
self-sufficiency.

Within  this  context, the
“A Dignified Life” vocational
training project—funded by the
International  Islamic  Charity
Organization (IICO)—standsoutasa
pioneering development model for
women’s economic empowerment,
transforming them into active and
productive contributors within their
local communities. The project is implemented in cooperation
with Al-Irshad Charity Association in the city of Tripoli.

The project is based on a realistic assessment of Lebanon’s
economic crisis since 2019, which has severely impacted the
living conditions of large segments of society, particularly women
breadwinners and the most vulnerable groups.

With rising unemployment rates and shrinking job opportunities,
the need has become pressing for practical training programs that
open new horizons for sustainable income, away from short-term
and temporary solutions.

The project aims to train 40 women in sewing and fashion
design through two training courses, with 20 trainees per course.
Participants are equipped with certified professional skills that
enhance employment opportunities and integration into the local
labor market, contribute to women’s economic empowerment,
support family stability, and help stimulate the local economy.

The Training Program

The project was implemented over a period of six months and
included an intensive training program conducted five days a
week, at three hours per day, inside a fully equipped sewing
workshop.

The curriculum followed progressive stages, starting with basic
measurements and design, and advancing to hands-on operation
and production of final models.
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"The project restores hope to women who
have found themselves at the heart of a
severe living crisis

Training becomes a pathway from depen-
dency to productivity and self-reliance”

Training was not limited to theoretical and practical aspects
only; the project adopted an “integrated value chain” approach,
translating training outcomes into actual job opportunities. This
included providing sewing machines to the top seven graduates,
employing several beneficiaries in local garment factories within
the same area, and supporting the marketing of women's products
to ensure sustainable income beyond the training period.

Graduation Ceremony

In this context, Al-Irshad Charity Association organized the
graduation ceremony of the first cohort of trainees from the
“A Dignified Life” sewing courses, under the patronage of the



devoted individuals to respond to God’s call and Islamic guidance
to promote cooperation and solidarity, as “the Muslim community
is one body; if one part suffers, the entire body responds in
vigilance and support.”

Leadership and Continuity

1ICO’s founding Board, chaired by the late Minister Yousuf Jassim
Al-Hajji, held leadership for 25 years, expanding the Organization’s
work and achieving its noble objectives with a Board of 21
members, a General Assembly, and an executive apparatus.

On 26 Jumada Al-Awwal 1431 AH (May 10, 2010), Dr. Abdullah
Al-Mutawa was elected Chairman of IICO’s Board, and his mandate
was renewed for several consecutive terms until his resignation on
December 9, 2025.

Dr. Al-Mutawa brought a rich academic background in Islamic
studies, combined with high-level executive experience as former
Minister of Justice and Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, which
enabled him to engage directly with Islamic world issues and
enhance IICO’s regional and international humanitarian presence.

Following Dr. Al-Mutawa’s resignation, the 73rd Board meeting
held on December 9 elected Engineer Jamal Al-Nouri as the new
Chairman, citing his extensive experience in institutional and
charitable management and his developmental vision expected
to strengthen IICO’s strategy, regional and international presence,
and Kuwait’s leading humanitarian role.

Recognition and Global Impact

Over time, IICO has expanded to strengthen Kuwait's
humanitarian and developmental influence internationally.
Thirteen founding members have received the King Faisal
International Prize for Service to Islam, including Sheikh Yousuf Al-
Hajji, Dr. Abdul Rahman Al-Sumait, Field Marshal Abdul Rahman
Suwar Al-Dahab, Dr. Sheikh Ahmed Limo, Sheikh Saleh Al-Hussain,
Dr. Abdullah Nasif, and Sheikh Suleiman Al-Rajhi, reflecting 11ICO’s
prestigious position as a platform uniting moderate and balanced
figures who actively serve humanity and promote sustainable
development.

Aligned with its global vision, 1ICO has adopted a strategic
approach focusing on sustainable, high-impact projects in
economic, cultural, educational, health, and social sectors,
targeting the most vulnerable communities through a clear
institutional framework emphasizing governance, scientific and
field studies, and effective partnerships with major humanitarian
organizations.

This vision is rooted in core values, including moderation,
accountability, excellence, effective communication, governance,
and innovation, extending across a global footprint consistent
with 1ICO’s mission.

Signature Projects and Initiatives

1ICO also focuses on domestic initiatives in Kuwait, launching
specialized educational and health projects, activating volunteer
teams to support vulnerable families, and meeting their essential
needs with dignity and humanity.

National initiatives include Al-Ru’ya Bilingual School, Al-Sabah
Medical Center for Palliative Care, Mubarak Abdulaziz Al-Hasawi

"Institutional vision, sound governance,
and active international partnerships that
enhance humanitarian impact

A beacon of authentic Kuwaiti
humanitarian work, demonstrating that
giving knows no boundaries

Founders of 1ICO' A group of distinguished
philanthropists and symbols of moderation
and balance

An exemplary institutional model reflecting
Kuwait"§ commitment to humanitarian
causes

Specialized Center, the “Nimati” Initiative preserving over 3,000
tons of food for 6,800 underprivileged families, and “Tamkeen”
Initiative developing the skills of 49 programs for workers in
charitable organizations locally and abroad.

Internationally, IICO has maintained an active presence in the
global humanitarian arena, carrying Kuwait’s philanthropic
contributions to communities in need worldwide, reinforcing
Kuwait’s image as a leading supporter of peace and sustainable
development.

Through partnerships with local and international organizations
and its commitment to sustainability, 1ICO has contributed to
enhancing Kuwait’s leading role in international humanitarian
assistance.

Conclusion

IICO represents an exemplary institutional model reflecting
Kuwait’s deep commitment to human and developmental causes
worldwide, placing it among the leading nations in providing
assistance during crises and disasters through an integrated
system of high-impact initiatives and projects.

Al-Wasat’s selection of 1ICO as “Personality of the Year 2025”
recognizes its role as a soft humanitarian power projecting a
civilized image of organized, responsible giving, promoting
solidarity and peace.

This recognition crowns [ICO’s decades-long journey of
achievement and success, embodying a strong institutional
approach, clear vision, and sustainable humanitarian and
developmental impact on communities worldwide.
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Conference of Islamic Banks and received wide support and
embrace from the Kuwaiti people, who believed in its noble
humanitarian and developmental mission.

In 1984, the organization held its first founding meeting on the 1st
of Ramadan, 1404 AH (June 17, 1984), attended by approximately
160 philanthropists, scholars, and public figures from across the
Islamic world, marking the beginning of a pioneering cross-border
humanitarian journey embodying the values of cooperation and
solidarity among Muslims.

The meeting was chaired by former Minister of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs, Yousuf Jassim Al-Hajji - may God have mercy on
him - under the patronage of Minister Ahmad Saad Al-Jasser, and
included a distinguished group of founders. The meeting resulted
in key resolutions, including approval of IICO’s general objectives,
discussion and ratification of its statutes, establishment of Kuwait
as its headquarters, and selection of its Board of Directors.

Legal Establishment

Recognizing the urgent need for an organized institutional
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charitable entity and in line
humanitarian orientations, Law No. 64 of 1986 was issued to
formally establish IICO. The explanatory memorandum stated:

with Kuwait’s longstanding

«Since the intended organization is global in nature and its
activities extend to many Islamic and other countries, it falls
outside the scope of Kuwait’s Public Benefit Associations Law
No. 24 of 1962 and its amendments. Therefore, its establishment
and legal personality require a dedicated law, with operations
governed by its statutes issued by decree.»

This historical step was further reinforced by an Amiri Decree
establishing 1ICO’s statutes, issued during the reign of the late Emir
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on 4 Jumada Al-Akhirah
1407 AH (February 3, 1987), marking the start of its blessed
institutional journey, carrying Kuwait’s humanitarian mission
worldwide.

The decree emphasized that 1ICO’s creation was driven by the
harsh conditions facing Islamic communities, including poverty,
ignorance, disease, and deprivation, prompting a group of
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religious boundaries and embodying the noble values of solidarity
and compassion.

Al-Wasat also noted Kuwait’s significant record of humanitarian
initiatives, alleviating the suffering of affected populations,
supporting humanitarian causes, responding to disasters,
and promoting health, education, and job creation through
developmental projects worldwide. The newspaper emphasized
that I1ICO, which has enjoyed continuous support from the political
leadership, remains a beacon of authentic Kuwaiti humanitarian
work and demonstrates that giving knows no boundaries.

Enhancing Kuwait’s Humanitarian Standing

The newspaper highlighted that charitable work represents a
key pillar in enhancing Kuwait’s humanitarian standing regionally
and internationally. In this context, IICO’s pioneering role is
evident, having embodied over four decades the spirit of initiative
and humanitarian responsibility through high-impact, sustainable
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projects worldwide.

Al-Wasat also showcased the names and photos of ICO’s founding
members globally, who are considered symbols of moderation
and balance and played a pivotal role in establishing IICO and
reinforcing its mission based on mercy, solidarity, and disciplined
institutional work. This strengthened its global presence and
distinguished position in humanitarian and charitable fields.

160 Distinguished Figures

With a qualitative presence of founders numbering around 160
intellectual, scientific, and public figures, 1ICO has cemented its
position as a model for institutional charitable work, reflecting the
core humanitarian mission of Kuwait in serving those in need and
supporting development, culture, education, and relief under the
motto: “Kuwait by Your Side.”

IICO was conceived in Kuwait in 1983 during the Second
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Personality of the Year

Honoring Its Pioneering Humanitarian Journey and Developmental Contributions Locally and Globally

Al-Wasat Daily Chooses IICO as "Personality of the

Year 2025"

In a new achievement added to its record of
giving, Al-Wasat Daily, Kuwait, has chosen the
International Islamic Charity Organization (lICO)
as Personality of the Year 2025, in recognition of
its pioneering humanitarian and developmental
role, and its distinguished contributions to serving
affected communities and advancing sustainable
development at regional and international levels.

The selection of IICO, in the issue of Al-Wasat
dated December 25, 2025, was based on a set of
precise objective criteria, including the scale of
humanitarian impact, program sustainability, the
geographic scope of its projects, commitment to
institutional governance and transparency, and high
readiness for rapid and effective response to complex
humanitarian crises.

An Advanced Model for Institutional Work

Al-Wasat noted that 1ICO represents an advanced
model of institutional charitable work that goes
beyond traditional relief to sustainable development
projects addressing human needs and restoring
dignity and self-reliance.

IICO was initially established as a wagqf-based
initiative grounded in Islamic and humanitarian
values. Over the decades, it has transformed from an
idea and a mission into a global organization with a
significant presence in dozens of countries.

Through strategic planning and institutional work,
IICO successfully aligned its ethical mission with
the requirements of modern humanitarian work,
including international partnerships, governance,
and impact assessment.

Al-Wasat dedicated a special feature to IICO, starting with an
editorial on its front page, stating:

«Al-Wasat has never been distant from Kuwaiti charitable work
and will remain a media supporter of it and all its institutions.
Therefore, our choice of the IICO as Personality of the Year 2025
reflects the organization’s history of nearly 40 years in serving
humanity, developing human capacities, and alleviating suffering.»

The newspaper highlighted that 1ICO has become one of the
largest charitable organizations in the Islamic world, operating
through 10 overseas offices in Asia and Africa in partnership
with more than 200 accredited local, regional, and international
humanitarian organizations, surpassing geographic, racial, and
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International Islamic Charity Organization

"A journey of four decades of giving.. The
history, icons, and distinguished initiatives
of 1ICO

A strategic approach with sustainable,
high-impact projects targeting the most
vulnerable communities"'



Leadership Journey

Contributing to Strengthening Kuwait’s Pioneering Humanitarian Role

Dr. Al-Mutawagq..Nearly 16 Years of Dedicated

Service in Leading 11CO

The International Islamic Charity Organization (lICO),
under its long-standing mission, extended its reach
across the world, east and west, to support humanitarian
situations, launch development projects, and strengthen
partnerships with specialized UN agencies and active
organizations in various fields of humanitarian work.

In this context, the journey of Dr. Abdullah Al-Muttawaq,
Chairman of 1ICO from May 10, 2010, to December 9, 2025,
stands out. He is recognized as one of Kuwait’s foremost
humanitarian leaders, who played a pivotal role in shaping
the local, regional, and international humanitarian
landscape, leaving a profound impact on institutionalizing
the organization's approach, enhancing its global presence, and reinforcing
Kuwait's leading humanitarian status.

Dr. Al-Muttawaq led the organization during a period marked by complex
humanitarian crises, increasing needs, and rising demands for governance
and transparency. His leadership became a model of conscious humanitarian
management, overseeing institutional restructuring, enhancing operational
efficiency, and linking relief efforts to sustainable development objectives.
He guided the transition from emergency response to building resilience
and empowering the most vulnerable groups.

This journey culminated in the adoption of 1ICO’s Strategic Vision (2022-
2026), which established a reference framework for integrating relief and
development programs and aligning interventions with the priorities of
affected communities and humanitarian effectiveness standards.

During his tenure, IICO became an international humanitarian
coordination platform. Dr. Al-Muttawaq played a pivotal role in mobilizing
international humanitarian funding, with four NGO conferences raising
approximately $1.3 billion to support the humanitarian situation in Syria.

From 2014 to 2017, he also chaired the periodic meetings of the group
of major international donors, in coordination with the Kuwaiti Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA), a pioneering experience that established systematic
mechanisms to monitor commitments and ensure efficient and transparent
allocation of funds.

He also led other NGO conferences that resulted in pledges of $337 million
to support Iraq and $120 million for the reconstruction of eastern Sudan.
Additionally, he launched major humanitarian initiatives, including the
“Feeding One Billion Hungry” campaign, which delivered 2.4 billion meals
benefiting 76 million people, and the “Sand” initiative, which announced
humanitarian programs valued at nearly $2 billion to support the Gaza
Strip.

Dr. Al-Muttawaq's leadership coincided with his international
engagement, serving as the UN Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy
(2012-2016), the first Arab to hold this post, helping to establish Kuwait
as a global humanitarian hub. This achievement was recognized in 2014

when Kuwait was honored, and its late Emir, Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah - may God rest his soul - was
named a global humanitarian leader.

Since March 2017, he has served as Special Adviser to the
UN Secretary-General with the rank of Under-Secretary-
General, in recognition of his role in strengthening
international humanitarian partnerships and representing
the Arab and Islamic charitable voice at UN forums.

Thus, Dr. Al-Muttawaq's career represents a distinguished
humanitarian journey marked by dedication and
achievement, contributing to international humanitarian
coordination and cementing Kuwait's leading role, making
it a model in global charitable and humanitarian work.

Board Commends Dr. Al-Mutawagq’s Efforts

[ICO Board Elects Al-Nouri as New
Chairman

The Board of Directors of IICO, during its seventy-third regular
meeting held on December 9, 2025, elected Eng. Jamal Al-Nouri as
Chairman of the Board, succeeding Dr. Abdullah Al-Mutawaq, who
submitted his resignation for personal reasons.

The Board expressed its deep appreciation for Dr. Al-Mutawaq’s
contributions during his tenure, affirming that his efforts had a
significant impact on strengthening 1ICO’s global presence and
expanding the scope of its humanitarian projects to reach millions
of beneficiaries across dozens of countries. The Board described
the legacy he left as a fundamental pillar supporting 1ICO’s future
journey.

The Board further explained that Al-Nouri’s selection was based
on his extensive experience in management and institutional
charitable work, in addition to his developmental vision, which is
expected to support the IICO’s strategy, enhance its regional and
international presence, and reinforce the humanitarian leadership
role of the State of Kuwait.

In its statement, IICO affirmed that the coming phase will witness
continued efforts to strengthen govemance and transparency
frameworks and to develop high-impact programs serving those
in need around the world, while extending sincere gratitude to Dr.
Al-Mutawaq for his dedicated service and best wishes to the new
Chairman for continued success in advancing the mission of giving.
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Leadership Journey

His record is rich with professional and administrative experience

Al-Nouri as Chairman of the Board

At a critical juncture in the course of charitable and humanitarian
action, Engineer Jamal Abdulkhaleq Abdullah Al-Nouri assumed the
position of Chairman of the Board of the International Islamic Charity
Organization, succeeding Dr. Abdullah Al-Muttawa. He was also selected
by the World Islamic Council for Da‘'wah and Relief as Vice President of
the Council, under the leadership of His Eminence the Grand Imam of Al-
Azhar, Sheikh Dr. Ahmed Al-Tayeb. He brings to this role a broad reservoir
of leadership and administrative experience, and a long professional and
humanitarian career that has positioned him among the leaders capable
of combining institutional professionalism with a profound humanitarian
mission.

Al-Nouri's assumption of this role—truly a worthy successor to a worthy
predecessor—represents a natural extension of a distinguished leadership
journey spanning more than four decades. Throughout this period, he held
senior leadership positions in Kuwait's oil sector before moving into the
field of institutional charitable work, acquiring deep expertise in strategic
planning, governance, efficient resource management, and building
sustainable institutions with long-term impact.

Born in the State of Kuwait on July 1, 1958, Al-Nouri earned a bachelor’s
degree in Industrial Engineering and Operations Research from Syracuse
University in the United States in 1978. He spent more than thirty years in
the oil sector—one of the most vital and sensitive sectors—where he held
senior executive positions at the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation and Kuwait
Petroleum International.

His responsibilities spanned strategic planning and global marketing.
He served as Managing Director for Global Marketing from 2004 to 2007,
followed by Managing Director for Planning from 2007 to 2009. He also held
the position of Chief Executive Officer of Kuwait Petroleum International
and Vice Chairman of its Board. Prior to that, he pursued a progressive
professional career at Kuwait National Petroleum Company since the
early 1980s, a journey that strengthened his capacity to manage large
institutions, operate in multi-stakeholder environments, and formulate
long-term strategies.

Following his retirement from the oil sector, Al-Nouri transitioned to
humanitarian work, dedicating his accumulated expertise to serving the
humanitarian mission and transferring his administrative experience
to a field that demands the highest standards of professionalism and
governance.

At Sheikh Abdullah Al-Nouri Charity Society, his journey did not begin at
the presidency. Rather, he progressed through responsibility, serving as a
Board Member (2007-2012), Secretary-General (2012-2014), and Director
General (2010-2014), before assuming the position of Chairman of the
Board in 2014.

In addition, Al-Nouri joined the Board of Directors of the International
Islamic Charity Organization in May 2022, as well as the Audit and Risk
Committee emanating from the Board in the same year. He has also been
a Board Member of Al-Najat Charity Society since 2010, a member of the
Committee for Introducing Islam since the same year, a member of the
Kuwait Higher Relief Committee (2014-2016), and a Board Member of the
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Kuwait Relief Society since 2016. He further serves as Secretary-General of
the Board of the Kuwaiti Society for Cultural Communication since February
2015.

Al-Nouri’s contributions have not been limited to administrative and
executive domains; they extend to the intellectual sphere through
his participation as a speaker and lecturer at numerous international
conferences addressing issues of energy and economics, humanitarian
action, the role of civil society in achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals, and issues related to orphans in the Islamic world. He has also
delivered lectures at the Command and Staff College on the efforts of non-
governmental organizations.

Al-Nouri possesses a notable ability to build strategic partnerships
with international and regional organizations. Foremost among these
partnerships is his institutional relationship with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), which honored him with the title
“Pioneer of Giving” during the Global Refugee Forum in Geneva in 2023,
in recognition of his generous and sustained support for refugee and
displaced persons protection programs.

He has also contributed to expanding cooperation with a range of Gulf,
Arab, and Islamic organizations, driven by his conviction in the importance
of unifying cross-border humanitarian efforts, including collaboration with
the Humanitarian Relief Foundation for Human Rights and Freedoms (IHH)
in Turkey.

Accordingly, Al-Nouri'sassumption of the chairmanship of the International
Islamic Charity Organization represents a continuation of a pioneering
institutional journey and the culmination of decades of accumulated
experience, qualifying him to contribute effectively to strengthening the
Organization’s path and sustaining its leading humanitarian role at a stage
that requires enhanced strategic planning and integrated efforts.




The Foreword

[1ICO.. Four Decades of Institutional Giving

With the dawn of a new year, hopes are renewed and responsibilities
grow, as charitable work continues to fulfill its noble mission as a bridge
of compassion and solidarity, an effective instrument for development,
and a humanitarian lifeline extending its reach to people wherever they
may be.

The International Islamic Charitable Organization (IICO) welcomes
the new year with a heightened awareness of the rapidly evolving
humanitarian challenges facing the world, and with a firm conviction
that organized, institutional, and sustainable giving remains the most
genuine path to creating real and lasting impact.

Since its establishment four decades ago under Law No. (64) of 1986,
1ICO has laid the foundations of an integrated development approach
centered on empowering individuals, safeguarding human dignity, and
strengthening self-reliance and future-building capacities.

Over these four decades, this vision has been translated into
programs and initiatives that go beyond emergency relief, establishing
a development model that addresses the root causes of poverty and
vulnerability, and invests in people as both the means and the ultimate
objective of development.

In line with this approach, Al-Alamiya Magazine continues to fulfill its
media and documentation role by highlighting impactful initiatives,
inspiring experiences, and effective partnerships that transform the
values of solidarity into life-sustaining projects, restore hope to the
most vulnerable, and promote awareness of the importance and
developmental dimensions of institutional charitable work.

Within this context, Al-Alamiya reflects on the selection by Al-Wasat
daily newspaper of IICO as Personality of the Year 2025—a recognition
that represents well-deserved appreciation for its pioneering institutional
journey and its advanced model in promoting governance, transparency,
and institutional charitable work as a driver of sustainable development
rather than a temporary response to urgent needs.

1ICO has demonstrated an early and sustained commitment to fulfilling
governance requirements since 2022, particularly in the areas of financial
management, oversight, and operational processes—reflecting the
maturity of its institutional experience, the strength of its organizational
structure, and its ability to balance its humanitarian mission with
disciplined institutional performance.

Further reinforcing this approach, 1ICO has established an integrated
governance framework encompassing the Board of Directors, the
General Assembly, and all operational processes, including fundraising
activities, grant management, and financial, administrative, and
oversight policies—within a system that upholds the highest standards
of transparency and accountability and strengthens institutional trust in
its performance and practices.

1ICO has alsofulfilled institutional compliance requirements through the
appointment of a Compliance Officer since 2021 and the establishment of
an independent Internal Audit Office in 2019. Operating in accordance
with internationally recognized standards and reporting directly to the
Audit and Risk Committee of the Board of Directors, these measures have
enhanced the confidence of official authorities and stakeholders and
contributed to strengthening [ICO’s institutional reputation.

Supporting this integrated framework, 1ICO has consistently appointed
a leading international audit firm from among the global “Big Four”
as its external auditor—selected from firms approved by the Capital
Markets Authority—thereby reinforcing the credibility of its financial
performance and strengthening confidence in the accuracy and integrity
of its financial statements.

In recent years, IICO has taken the lead in developing project
management methodologies and implementation and evaluation
mechanisms, while adopting advanced Enterprise Resource Planning
(ERP) systems to manage and record financial transactions. This
integration with other charitable systems has enhanced operational
efficiency and accuracy and strengthened 1ICO’s capacity to measure
impact and continuously improve performance.

As part of its efforts to enhance institutional awareness, 11CO launched
a training and awareness program addressing the roles and objectives
of the Compliance Officer, the relationship between this function and
other oversightroles, and its importance in combating money laundering
and terrorist financing. This program was implemented within the
framework of the Tamkeen Initiative, launched by IICO in cooperation
with the Ministry of Social Affairs in 2018, reflecting its leadership role in
developing the charitable sector.

Driven by a strong sense of responsibility, ICO has repeatedly expressed
its determination to place its accumulated expertise and institutional
capabilities at the service of the charitable sector in the State of Kuwait
and to share its pioneering governance experience—contributing to
the enhancement of Kuwait's charitable reputation internationally and
reinforcing the country’s leading role in humanitarian action.

The selection of [ICO as Personality of the Year 2025 stands as a renewed
testament to confidence in its institutional performance and serves as a
powerful incentive to continue operating in accordance with the highest
professional standards—safeguarding its institutional reputation,
preserving its noble humanitarian mission, and further strengthening
Kuwait's regional and international standing in the field of humanitarian
work.

Through this approach, [ICO continues its work within a comprehensive
system of institutional controls and standards that embody its firm
commitment to transparency, accountability, and professionalism,
affirming its determination to advance its humanitarian mission in line
with best institutional practices and the highest governance standards—
ensuring sustainable humanitarian impact, maximizing operational
efficiency, and solidifying the reputation of Kuwaiti charitable work as a
leading model of integrity, compliance, and social responsibility.

In this context, it is fitting to record our deep appreciation and gratitude
for the leadership role of the former Chairman of the Board, Dr. Abdullah
Al-Mutawa, who played a pivotal role in laying the foundations of 1ICO
and building a robust institutional framework—continuing the legacy of
the late former Chairman Yousef Jassim Al-Hajji, and paving the way for a
sustainable path of disciplined institutional work.

Building upon this firmly rooted institutional legacy, and in continuation
of aleadership approach based on responsibility and integration, the role
of the current Chairman of the Board, Eng. Jamal Al-Nouri, stands out in
advancing this journey with competence and professionalism through
effective engagement with official and regulatory bodies and close
oversight of institutional requirements—reflecting the Organization’s
steadfast commitment to professionalism, wisdom, and responsibility.

May God protect the State of Kuwait, bless it with lasting security and
stability, and keep it forever a haven of goodness and generosity and a
humanitarian beacon radiating mercy and peace. May He safeguard it
from all trials, apparent and hidden, and grant Kuwait and all Muslim
countries safety, prosperity, and enduring stability.
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