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Health Projects

A Main and Vital Artery for the Health Sector

[ICO Rehabilitates the Ambulance and Emergency

Building in Gaza

Amid the genocide war against the Palestinian people in the Gaza
Strip, which has targeted both people and infrastructure alike,
the International Islamic Charitable Organization (IICO) has stood
out as one of the leading institutions supporting the resilience of
Palestinians and alleviating their suffering.

Despite logistical, humanitarian, and security challenges, the
IICO, in cooperation with the Wafaa Development and Capacity
Building Foundation in Palestine, succeeded in implementing
the rehabilitation and maintenance project of the Ambulance
and Emergency Building in Gaza City, after it was systematically
destroyed as part of the occupation’s targeting of health facilities.

This project, which was adopted by the IICO in December 2024,
represents one of the latest specialized relief interventions. It
restores the Ambulance and Emergency Building to its central role
in managing ambulances and coordinating emergency services,
making it a main and vital artery of the health sector in Gaza City.

The initiative came as a direct response to the health disaster
overwhelming the Strip, where the health system suffers from
near-total paralysis following the destruction of hospitals and
primary care centers, a severe shortage of medicines and medical
supplies, and continuous power and water outages.

By rehabilitating the building, the 1ICO aimed to:

o Enhance the efficiency of responding to emergency cases and
the injured.

o Provide health alternatives after several hospitals went out of
service.

e Support and empower medical staff to carry out their
humanitarian mission.

o Strengthen the resilience of Gaza’s residents in the face of
aggression and blockade.

The project was implemented over eight weeks, encompassing
a series of comprehensive construction and technical works,
including repairing walls and painting, extending electricity
and communication networks, rehabilitating water and sewage
systems, installing doors, windows, and glass, and final finishing to
ensure the building’s full readiness and high operational capacity.

This project falls within the IICO’s strategy, which goes beyond
urgent relief response to strengthen sustainable capacities within
the Palestinian community. It is part of a long chain of initiatives
that cover health, education, relief, orphan and family care, as well
as the provision of food, water, and medicine.

It is worth noting that since the outbreak of the aggression on
Gaza and the worsening humanitarian crisis, the 1ICO has adopted
141 humanitarian projects, of which 121 projects have been
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"11CO enhances emergency response effi-
ciency and provides health alternatives to
save patients

IICO projects strike a balance between
urgent relief and sustainable development

completed, while the rest are still under implementation. These
projects have covered various aspects of life, striving to both ease
suffering and create hope at the same time.

Through its humanitarian activity in Gaza, the IICO has combined
strategic vision with executive capability, balancing between the
speed of urgent response and the depth of developmental impact,
achieving sustainability and equipping the Palestinian community
with tools of strength and resilience to face challenges.

With this project, the International Islamic Charitable Organization
renews its commitment to the humanitarian approach for which
Kuwait has become renowned—Ileadership and people alike—
affirming that its mission is not limited to urgent relief, but extends
to building human capacity and safeguarding dignity, even under
the harshest conditions faced by the Gaza Strip.
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As a result, more than 50 women successfully started their
own small businesses from home, while others secured formal
employment opportunities.

The project also aimed to strengthen the ability of women—
many of whom face widowhood, disrupted livelihoods, and the
hardships of displacement—to become independent producers.
Training programs were carefully designed to build both practical
skills and business capacity. Products crafted by participants
were evaluated by specialists to enhance their quality and boost
marketing opportunities, both locally and through potential
partnerships with supportive organizations.

Evaluation results indicated significant improvements in
participants’ self-confidence, productivity, family stability, quality
of life, professional awareness, and small-scale management skills.

The social dimension was not overlooked. A graduation ceremony
was held to celebrate the achievements of the trainees, boosting
their sense of accomplishment and reinforcing community
recognition of their role.

Key strengths of the project included:
o Providing production tools for outstanding women.
¢ Building local partnerships with employers.

¢ Offering integrated training that combined technical skills with
marketing know-how.

e Targeting marginalized women facing multiple layers of
vulnerability.

o Implementing a flexible and efficient execution plan without
delays.

In this way, the project succeeded in creating tangible change
in the lives of more than a hundred women and their families. It
opened pathways to dignified self-reliance, moving away from
temporary aid and fostering real economic independence.

By developing skills, strengthening professional capacities, and
guiding women towards income-generating opportunities,

the initiative improved quality of life and enhanced women'’s
participation in both the economic and social spheres.
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Launched in direct response to the harsh economic and
social conditions facing Syrian widows—who lack a primary
breadwinner—the project provided a safe environment for
learning, working, and producing. Organizers have already
recommended expanding and replicating this model, given the
long waiting lists for additional training cycles—clear evidence of
the pressing need for such developmental initiatives.

It is worth noting that this project falls within the strategic
objectives of 1ICO in the field of economic empowerment, which
seeks to transform charitable assistance from temporary relief into
sustainable development opportunities. Empowering refugee
women economically and socially is seen as a fundamental
pathway to achieving comprehensive development, strengthening
family and community stability, and contributing to a safer, more
dignified future for those burdened by displacement and conflict.

Vocational Training to Match
Market Needs

The project was carefully designed to align with local market demands
and provide trainees with realistic opportunities for integration into
economic life. It focused on refining practical skills, enhancing pro-
fessional competencies, and offering psychosocial support to restore
confidence and resilience.

The initiative also provided multiple pathways—whether through di-
rect employment or sustainable home-based production—making it
a comprehensive model that combines training, empowerment, and
sustainable livelihood for women-led households.
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Productive Projects

The project contributed to improving the lives of 400 beneficiaries

Abdullah Al-Mutawa Center.. Empowering Syrian
Refugee Women Economically, Professionally, and

Socially

In the midst of crises that rob Syrian refugee women of
opportunities for a decent living, the Abdullah Ali Al-Mutawa
- may Allah have mercy on him - Center for Vocational and
Handicraft Training, launched by the International Islamic
Charity Organization (1ICO), emerges as a window of hope.
It restores women's right to self-reliance, where a needle
becomes a tool to mend what war has torn apart, a cooking
pan a symbol of dignity and sustenance, and training itself
a pathway to rebuild confidence and provide refugees with
tools for survival and empowerment.

In Kilis, a Turkish city near the Syrian border, this unique
project was implemented in partnership with the NGO
“Shafak Sham” between September 2024 and March 2025.
It represented a shift from short-term relief assistance to
sustainable empowerment, targeting the most vulnerable
group of Syrian widows. A total of 101 women benefited
directly, while nearly 400 of their family members were
positively impacted—opening doors to self-reliance and dignity.

The project adopted a developmental approach that transforms
skills into means of livelihood through specialized vocational
training in tailoring and cooking. In the tailoring and fashion
design program, 40 refugee women received three months of
theoretical and practical training, qualifying them for entry
into the labor market. Outstanding trainees were granted
professional equipment and accredited experience certificates.

Similarly, in the cooking and homemade food production
program, another 40 participants were trained to prepare
traditional foods, jams, and pickles in line with local culture
and market needs, following health and marketing standards.
High-performing trainees were equipped with production tools,
including industrial kitchen appliances and freezers.

Support went beyond training: the project provided 10
distinguished trainees with complete professional kits (sewing
machines, freezers, and other production tools), enabling
them to immediately launch small home-based businesses.
This practical step created direct pathways for economic
independence—whether through employment opportunities or
entrepreneurial home production.
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"The initiative falls within the strategic goals
of 1ICO in the field of economic empower-
ment.

Enabling widowed refugee women to restore
their livelihoods and withstand the pressures
of forced displacement

A pioneering project that provides
distinguished trainees with production tools
and paves the way for their entry into the
labor market"



" A comprehensive project connecting hu-
mans, blessings, and the environment, offer-
ing solutions beyond traditional relief

Volunteer engagement is a core element
of the initiative's success, and raising
awareness about food value "

blessings. It operates through a well-organized system, ensuring
that edible surplus food is collected, sanitized, repackaged, and
distributed daily to thousands of beneficiaries.

Beyond providing meals, Na'mati promotes community awareness,
reinforces social solidarity, encourages youth and volunteer
engagement, and fosters a sense of societal responsibility inspired
by religious and cultural values.

The initiative has received wide official and public recognition,
praised for its innovative approach that combines resource
preservation with humanitarian service, becoming a sustainable
platform and a model for reducing food waste while building
strategic partnerships.

Through Na’'mati, the 1ICO demonstrates that humanitarian work
extends beyond traditional relief, applying innovative methods
that respect human dignity, protect the environment, and promote
sustainable giving.
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Dr. Al-Mutawagq: A Model for
Giving

Dr. Abdullah Al-Mutawaq, Chairman of thellCO, praised Na'mati as a
pioneering humanitarian initiative that converts surplus food into

sustainable giving, serving needy families, preserving blessings, and
protecting the environment.

He expressed gratitude to all volunteers and team members, empha-
sizing that the initiative reflects the charity’s vision of promoting social
solidarity and volunteerism, and serves as an exemplary model both in
Kuwait and internationally.

Al-Sumait: Supporting Pioneering
Humanitarian Initiatives

Badr Al-Sumait, Director General, highlighted the charity’s commit-
ment to supporting Na'mati, providing logistical, administrative, and
technical resources to ensure its success and sustainability.

He described it as a practical model of social solidarity and sustainable
humanitarian work and commended the efforts of the volunteer team.

Support from the Charity and
Volunteers

Mohammed Yousuf Al-Muzaini credited the initiative’s success to the
Islamic World Charity Organization and the tireless efforts of volun-
teers, who work evenings and public holidays to collect and distribute
food baskets.

He emphasized the pivotal role of the charity in supporting humani-
tarian work both in Kuwait and abroad.

Research Efforts
to Combat Food
Waste in Kuwait

The IICO, through its Global Cen-
ter for Philanthropy Studies,
published two reports on food
waste in Kuwait and organized a
workshop on the second report,
involving government agencies,
academic institutions, charitable
organizations, and volunteer ini-
tiatives, in collaboration with Al-
Birr Charity and Na'mati.
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The first report (2020) focused on utilizing surplus food from restau-
rants, hotels, and catering companies, while the second (2023) sur-
veyed household practices in Kuwait. Both concluded that financial,
logistical, and media support is essential for initiatives actively pre-
serving food and utilizing surplus effectively.
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Humanitarian Initiatives

Transforming Wasted Resources into Sustainable Giving

"Na'mati" A Pioneering Humanitarian Initiative
Linking Food Preservation, Feeding the Needy, and

Environmental Protection

In a world witnessing alarming increases

in food waste, the Na'mati initiative,

affiliated with the Islamic World Charity
Organization (1ICO), has, fromits launchin

February 2021 until July 2025, preserved

over 3,000 tons of food, benefiting more
than 6,800 families, and distributed over

84,000 food baskets with the support of

2,400 volunteers.

Operating from one of the charity’s
headquarters, the initiative collaborates with
Kuwait Aviation Services Company (KASCO),
affiliated with Kuwait Airways, distributing more
than 1,250,000 meals to laborers across Kuwait. ‘

The estimated value of preserved food exceeds

6 million KD, while the combined efforts have contributed to
conserving state resources worth approximately 21 million KD,
according to impact assessment results.

During a presentation on the initiative’s achievements,
Mohammed Yousuf Al-Muzaini, head of Na'mati, highlighted its
accomplishments in the presence of Dr. Abdullah Al-Mutawaq,
Chairman of the 1ICO, Badr Al-Sumait, Director General, Hadeel
Al-Subti, International Relations Advisor, and the initiative team.

Na’mati aims to preserve 100,000 tons of food from the estimated
400,000 tons wasted annually in Kuwait, providing food to needy
families throughout the year.
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""The initiative has distributed over 3,000
tons of food to 6,800 families, with the partic-
ipation of 2,400 volunteers.

1,250,000 meals distributed to laborers
across Kuwait while preserving 21 million KD
of state resources.

Collecting surplus food, reorganizing, and
distributing it daily to needy families under
strict health standards. "

The initiative is continuous and sustainable, collecting surplus
food from hotels, restaurants, and donors, reorganizing and
repackaging it under strict health standards, and distributing
it to underprivileged families. Na'mati transforms what would
otherwise be waste into life-saving resources.

Since its inception, the initiative has embodied a humanitarian
vision built on the principle of “feeding the hungry”and conserving



that his ministry prioritizes the development of technical and
vocational skills among youth, noting that the center aligns fully
with government plans to provide a modern, career-oriented
educational space. He expressed his sincere gratitude on behalf of
the Presidency and the government of Niger to the Islamic World
Charity Organization.

Promoting Sustainable Development

Ibrahim Al-Badr, Deputy Director General for Institutional
Communication at the charity, stated that the organization,
founded over four decades ago in Kuwait, believes in its noble
humanitarian mission: promoting sustainable development,
combating poverty and unemployment, and expanding
educational and vocational opportunities.

He added that the project embodies this mission, empowering
youth and providing essential professional skills across diverse
fields, including information management, device maintenance,
carpentry, welding, refrigeration, electricity, accounting, and
secretarial work—skills aligned with the needs of the Nigerien
labor market.

Al-Badr highlighted that the charity prioritizes managing donors’
endowments, channeling their proceeds into projects that benefit
generations, opening opportunities for youth to gain education,
acquire skills, and achieve self-reliance, ensuring that these
charitable contributions continue to have a lasting impact.

The center is expected to directly benefit around 870 trainees,
including 220 orphans, with over 1,500 indirect beneficiaries,
mostly from underprivileged families seeking vocational training
for their children. Approximately 22 training courses will be
offered annually, combining core and supplementary programs,
helping to reduce unemployment and create new opportunities
for sustainable livelihoods.

The center represents a significant addition to Niger’s development
landscape, given its strategic location in central Niamey, diverse
professional offerings, accredited certificates enhancing
graduates’ employability, and a self-sustaining operational model

through select paid services, ensuring continuity without full
reliance on external funding.

The final report emphasized that careful planning and continuous
coordination were key to the project’s success, recommending
future expansion to additional specialties and regions in Niger.

Through this center, 1ICO continues to strengthen Kuwait’s
humanitarian leadership in Africa, delivering sustainable projects
that combine education, economic empowerment, and support
for vulnerable communities, translating its mission into practical
initiatives that build and empower individuals.

Endowment Legacy... A Perpetual
Charity Honoring Its Founder

The late Ali Saleh Al-Laheeb exemplified the prophetic teaching that:
“When a person dies, their deeds end except for three: ongoing char-
ity, beneficial knowledge, or a righteous child who prays for them.”
This center is one of the fruits of his endowment, a living testament
to the enduring impact of individual generosity transformed into so-
cietal benefit. The charity hopes the center will become a beacon of
knowledge and work, inspiring hope and giving, while praying that
Allah rewards the philanthropist for his contributions.

Acknowledgments to Partners

Al-Badr extended sincere thanks and appreciation to the government
and people of Niger, as well as the authorities of Niamey, for their gen-
erous support and cooperation in the successful completion of the proj-
ect.

He also expressed gratitude to Al-Buraq Charity Organization and the
charity’s Niger office for their valuable contributions, reaffirming the
organization’s commitment to strengthen this fruitful partnership in
future development projects.

Finally, he thanked all who contributed to bringing this center to life,
making it a valuable addition to the legacy of goodwill and charitable
action.
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Development Projects

Enhancing Technical and Vocational Skills

Al-Laheeb Vocational Training Center... A Pioneering
Development Project Offering Hope to Youth in Niger

As part of its sustainable development
programs, the Islamic World Charity
Organization (lICO)inaugurated the Ali
Saleh Al-Laheeb Vocational Training
Center in the Nigerien capital, Niamey.

The project was implemented in
cooperation with Al-Buraq Charity
Organization and the local office of the
charity, following nearly ten months of
construction, furnishing, and installation
of modern equipment.

The center is a pioneering development
project, featuring specialized workshops
in carpentry, welding,
refrigeration and air conditioning,

computer maintenance, accounting, and

secretarial work, alongside a multipurpose hall, library, sports
yard, medical clinic, and accommodation for medical staff.

electricity,

Established on October 9, 2024, the center was designed as
a stimulating learning environment equipped with modern
technologies, offering accredited professional certificates. It
aims to equip the Nigerien community with the skills needed to
empower its youth, alleviate poverty, and reduce unemployment.
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" Minister of Technical Education: The center
aligns with government plans to prepare a
productive generation

Al-Badr: 1ICO is keen to manage donors'
endowments and invest their returns in
projects that benefit generations "

This educational and vocational hub is a result of the blessed
endowment of the late philanthropist Ali Saleh lbrahim Al-
Laheeb, known for his generosity and charitable contributions.
IICO manages this endowment, channeling its proceeds into
pioneering humanitarian and development projects that benefit
communities, particularly vulnerable and underprivileged groups.

During the inauguration, the Minister of Technical Education
and Vocational Training in Niger, Fermou Momoni, emphasized



The First Word

The UN Honor for Kuwait... A Renewed Occasion to
Affirm Its Humanitarian Mission

Since the dawn of its history, Kuwait’s giving has remained a
flowing river that never runs dry, springing from genuine values
and a firmly rooted humanitarian mission, passed down from
fathers to sons, generation after generation, setting an example
in generosity and benevolence.

This giving was manifested in its finest forms through the
continuous support of Kuwait’s successive leaders, who made
charitable work a firm approach and a constant path, thereby
embodying Kuwait’s active response to various humanitarian
crises around the world, reinforcing the leadership of the
Kuwaiti approach and its deep-rooted distinction in the fields of
goodness, charity, and development.

As an affirmation of this humanitarian approach, His Highness
the Amir of the country, Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah - may God protect and preserve him - renewed on
May 12, 2024, during his meeting with UN Secretary-General
Antdnio Guterres, Kuwait’s firm commitment to its distinguished
humanitarian mission, and its continued active role in supporting
international efforts aimed at alleviating human suffering and
enhancing security and stability across the globe.

Among the brightest milestones in this blessed journey was
what Kuwait witnessed on September 9, 2014, when the United
Nations recognized its position as a “Center for Humanitarian
Action”and conferred upon its late Amir, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah - may God have mercy on him - the title of
“Leader of Humanitarian Action,” a historic testimony affirming
Kuwait’s leadership and its prominent role in supporting the
needy around the world.

With the arrival of the eleventh anniversary of this historic
occasion, Kuwait renews its unwavering commitment to
continue its blessed humanitarian journey, confirming that this
UN recognition embodies Kuwait’s honorable humanitarian
history and its record filled with initiatives and noble stances,
which have proven its swift response to various crises and
disasters through hosting international donor conferences in
support of humanitarian conditions in Syria, Sudan, and Iraq, in
addition to its ongoing humanitarian interventions in afflicted
areas.

Charitable work in Kuwait has become a central pillar of its
foreign policy and afundamental foundation of the humanitarian
diplomacy established by its leaders throughout the ages.
This has contributed to strengthening Kuwait’s relations with
the governments and peoples of the world, and cemented its
position at the forefront of the global humanitarian scene, until
it became one of the leading donor states.

Today, with the passage of eleven years since the UN honor,
Kuwait’s commitment is renewed to continue its blessed path,
which has made it an icon of giving and a refuge for those in
need, and a living global example that humanitarian values
know no boundaries and do not discriminate based on religion,
race, or color. On this cherished anniversary, the people of Kuwait
recall with pride and gratitude the pioneering humanitarian

initiatives of the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad - may
God have mercy on him - and reaffirm their determination to
advance humanitarian causes and support international efforts
in this field, inspired by the path of their forefathers and moving
steadily toward alleviating the suffering of affected peoples
around the world.

Since its independence and accession to the United Nations,
Kuwait has established a sound approach in its foreign policy
based on providing humanitarian assistance to all countries in
need, far from geographic or religious polarization, stemming
from a firm belief and a deep conviction in the necessity
of unifying and strengthening international efforts and
partnerships to confront humanitarian challenges.

Kuwait is also keen to provide continuous aid to regions
experiencing conflicts or natural disasters, as well as to support
sustainable development paths around the world, through
its governmental institutions and charitable organizations,
foremost among them the International Islamic Charitable
Organization (lICO), which was established under Kuwaiti
legislation in 1986, with its statute issued by an Amiri Decree in
1987.

In this context, the IICO has been an important tributary in
consolidating Kuwait’s international humanitarian standing,
through hosting six international conferences for non-
governmental donor organizations supporting the peoples of
Syria, Sudan, and Iraq, in addition to its continuous interventions
in conflict zones, disaster areas, and development fields.

Kuwait'’s charitable work has become one of the most prominent
tools of its soft power, as Kuwait has always been keen to support,
institutionalize, and promote it - whether from a humanitarian
and Islamic perspective that reflects the noble values of the
Kuwaiti people, or as soft power that strengthens friendships
and cooperation, and supports peoples in times of hardship, in a
noble humanitarian stance free from favor or harm.

With its prominent presence on the global humanitarian stage,
the names of Kuwait’s leaders have been associated with
construction, development, healing wounds, and alleviating
suffering, through humanitarian and charitable initiatives,
support for sustainable development paths, the provision of
grants and loans, and other forms of giving that have contributed
to funding relief and development projects worldwide.

This is our country, Kuwait, which continues, through its
charitable institutions, the flow of its pure goodness, the renewal
of its generous giving, and the stream of its benevolence that
never runs dry, extending to all parts of the world, in support
of the resilience of refugees, displaced persons, and the needy.
Thus, Kuwait remains a haven of goodness and peace, with its
white hands extended to wipe the tears of the afflicted, ease
the pain of the distressed, and bring hope to the faces of the
deprived.

We ask Almighty God to protect Kuwait and to perpetuate upon
it the blessings of security, safety, generosity, and giving.
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