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Al-Lahib Endowment: A Sustainable
Humanitarian Impact Across Borders

The late Ali Saleh Al-Laheeb - may Allah have mercy on him - took the
initiative, while in full health, to officially document his will with the Ministry
of Justice in 1408 AH (December 1987). In it, he allocated one-third of his
wealth, including his real estate and financial assets, to charitable causes,
entrusting the supervision of this endowment to the International Islamic
Charity Organization (lICO).

Al-Sumait stated that following the passing of the benefactor - may Allah
have mercy on him - 1ICO began implementing his generous will in 2011,
assuming the responsibility of overseeing one-third of the endowment.
This step reflected its commitment to fulfilling the trust with integrity and
maximizing its humanitarian and developmental impact.

He added that Waqf Al-Laheeb has become a pioneering model of
sustainable developmental endowment, as its retums over the past
decades have contributed to building an integrated system of humanitarian
and charitable projects across various parts of the world. These efforts
have left a tangible impact on empowering the most vulnerable
communities, expanding educational opportunities, building capacities,
and strengthening social stability.

Al-Sumait explained that during the past five years (2021-2025), the
organization implemented 61 projects in 18 countries funded by the retums
of Waqf Al-Laheeb. These projects benefited more than 307,000 people,
with total expenditures reaching approximately USD 17 million. He affirmed
that these results reflect the leading role of endowments in creating a
sustainable humanitarian and developmental impact that transcends
borders, and embody the vision of the benefactor to ensure that his giving
remains renewed and extended across generations.
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attention to cultural and religious dimensions by establishing and
supporting Islamic cultural centers, building central mosques,
sponsoring Qur'an education programs, and supporting
memorizers and preachers—thereby reinforcing moral values,
strengthening religious identity, and promoting moderation and
balanced thought worldwide.

Socially, the endowment has focused on protecting the most
vulnerable—needy families, orphans, the elderly, and persons
with disabilities—through livelihood support, healthcare centers,
water projects, and relief initiatives, reinforcing social solidarity
and community stability.

Al-Smeit affirmed that this comprehensive journey reflects
1ICO’s responsible stewardship of donors’ endowments through
a balanced strategic vision that harmonizes urgent humanitarian
response  with long-term developmental investment—
transforming endowment into an effective instrument for building
individuals and societies generation after generation.

He added that, in cooperation with its partners, 1ICO ensured
that the village serves as a holistic educational model integrating
religious and modern sciences, balancing academic achievement
with character building, and instilling moderation, responsibility,
and belonging—preparing students to become agents of peace
and development capable of addressing contemporary challenges
with knowledge and awareness.

Al-Smeit concluded by noting that the project’s impact
extends beyond students to the broader community by creating
employment opportunities for teachers and administrators,
stimulating educational and cultural activity, and strengthening
confidence in education as the primary gateway to building a
more aware and stable society.

Fruitful Partnership and Ongoing
Commitment to Education

Al-Smeit expressed his deep appreciation to 1ICO’s partners
at Dar Al-Azhar Institute and the Indonesian Kuwaiti Charitable
Association, as well as all supporters who contributed to the
realization of this project.

He reaffirmed [ICO’s commitment to advancing quality
education, developing sustainable endowment models,
translating the noble values of Islam—rooted in mercy,
knowledge, and solidarity—and building individuals capable
of contributing to their communities’ renaissance.



An Integrated Educational System

The newly inaugurated facilities include a three-story boys’
school comprising 12 fully equipped classrooms designed to
accommodate growing student numbers and enhance the quality
of education.

The project also features a three-story boys’ dormitory with 12
rooms and a three-story girls’ dormitory with 9 rooms, providing
a safe and supportive residential environment conducive to study
and stability.

As part of its focus on religious and moral development, a three-
story Qur'an Memorization Center was inaugurated to instill
Islamic values and strengthen students’ connection to the Holy
Qur’an.

Complementing this comprehensive development model, the
project includes a two-story vocational training center aimed at
equipping students and youth with practical skills and professions
that enhance their employability in the labor market.

Approximately 1,150 students, including orphans, benefit
from these educational and service facilities, which provide an
integrated academic and nurturing environment that supports
their educational, social, and personal development.

Attendees affirmed that the project embodies IICO’s leading role
in supporting quality and sustainable education, contributing to
the building of an educated society capable of addressing future
challenges through a comprehensive system that integrates
religious and general education, vocational qualification, and
community service.

Education: The Pillar of Renaissance

In his address during the inauguration, Al-Smeit emphasized
that the opening of Sheikh Ali Saleh Al-Lahib Educational Village
in Indonesia reflects IICO’s firm belief that education is the
cornerstone of human development and the solid foundation for
sustainable progress and self-reliant societies.

“We are not merely inaugurating educational buildings,” he
stated, “but laying the foundation for a long-term development

"The educational village immortalizes the
name “Al-Lahib,” one of Kuwait's distin-
guished philanthropists."

path—one that shapes the future through knowledge, preserves
values through education, and builds individuals grounded in
awareness and belonging, enabling communities to transition
from need to productivity and active participation in their own
renaissance.”

He explained that this integrated educational edifice, established
on endowed land, is a practical translation of IICO’s strategic
vision—one that places people before structures and builds minds
before buildings.

Al-Smeit added that the project embodies Kuwait’s humanitarian
message, which believes that human advancement begins in
classrooms and that the noblest form of giving lies in providing
quality education, inspired by the Qur‘anic guidance:

“Say, are those who know equal to those who do not know? Only
those of understanding will take heed.”

Honoring a Legacy of Giving

Al-Smeit noted that the village bears the name of the late
philanthropist Ali Saleh Al-Lahib—may Allah have mercy upon
him—as a living testament that righteous deeds endure and that
when ongoing charity is directed toward education, it becomes
a source of hope, a driver of progress, and a living legacy that
preserves values across generations.

He highlighted that education has always held a central place
in this endowment’s mission, reflecting 1ICO’s conviction that
human development is the true gateway to sustainable growth.
Projects have included the construction and equipping of schools,
institutes, and technical colleges; the establishment of specialized
training centers; and sponsorship programs for students and
orphans, ensuring stable and sustainable learning pathways for
the most vulnerable groups.

Among these initiatives are the Sheikh Ali Saleh Al-Lahib
Educational Village in Indonesia; an Imam, Preacher, and Judge
Training Institute in Djibouti; vocational training centers in Niger,
Yemen, and Tunisia; university and professional training centers in
Kenya, Brazil, and Palestine; and orphanages across several African
countries—demonstrating the breadth and diversity of impact.

Endowment revenues have also supported economic
empowermentand capacity-building programs through vocational
institutes, business incubators for refugees, development villages,
and agricultural projects that promote self-reliance and livelihood
stability.

Additionally, the Al-Lahib Endowment has given special
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Educational Projects

Designed to meet students’ academic and residential needs

Inauguration of Sheikh Ali Saleh Al-Lahib Educational
Village in Indonesia.. A new educational heacon serving

1,150 students

In line with its strategy to provide
quality and sustainable educational
opportunities, the International
Islamic Charitable Organization (11CO)
inaugurated “Sheikh Ali Saleh Al-
Lahib Educational Charitable Village
- Dar Al-Azhar Islamic Institute” in the
city of Banten, Republic of Indonesia.
The inauguration was attended
by the Organization’s Director
General, Bader Saud Al-Smeit, and
the Head of the “Kuwait Al-Atta”
Initiative, Eng. Ahmad Al-Houli. The
project represents an integrated
development initiative aimed at
strengthening the education sector,
implemented in cooperation with
the Indonesian Kuwaiti Charitable
Association.

The ceremony was attended by prominent Indonesian officials
and academics, including Dr. Mohammad Hidayat Nur Wahid,
Deputy Speaker of the Indonesian People’s Consultative Assembly
and member of the Organization’s Board of Directors; Dr. Abdul
Muhaimin Iskandar, Coordinating Minister for Community
Empowerment; Dr.Ikhwan Hadiyin, Director of Dar Al-Azhar Islamic
Institute; and Dr. Husnan Bi Fanani, member of the Institute’s
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"The project reflects the pioneering role of
lICO in supporting quality and sustainable
education.

Al-Smeit: 1ICO manages donors’ endow-
ments through a balanced strategic vision
that achieves lasting impact.

We work to move vulnerable communi-
ties from the circle of need to horizons of
productivity q'nd participation in shaping
renaissance.

Endowment Board. Representatives from the Ministry of Religious
Affairs, the regional governorate, the military leadership, and the
police of Lebak Regency also attended, reflecting the project’s

developmental and educational significance.



He described the STEP initiative as a successful multi-stakeholder
partnership model, providing an effective platform for knowledge
exchange, unified efforts, and sustainable investment in human
capital within beneficiary countries, in line with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

1ICO reaffirmed its commitment to working with regional and
international partners to expand the initiative’s impact and scale,
enabling refugees and displaced persons to pursue dignified lives
and equitable opportunities for growth and self-reliance.

The meeting forms part of the Steering Committee’s regular
sessions aimed at providing strategic oversight, supporting
joint decision-making, and enhancing the effectiveness of multi-
stakeholder partnerships in alignment with the initiative’s vision
of sustainable human capital investment in beneficiary countries.

The Islamic Development Bank launched the STEP initiative in
2022 to empower refugees, internally displaced persons, and
host communities through education, training, and labor market
integration, aiming to equip them with sustainable employment
opportunities.

In this context, 1ICO signed a partnership agreement to support
the STEP program during the IsDB Group Annual Meetings held
on May 15, 2023, under the theme “Fostering Partnerships to
Avert Crises,” with the objective of advancing international
development frameworks toward comprehensive sustainability
across development sectors and contributing to global social and
economic growth.

The program’s total budget is estimated at approximately
$100 million. 1ICO contributes a $5 million grant over five years.
The Islamic Development Bank and the Islamic Solidarity Fund
manage the program, while a high-level supervisory committee—
comprising IICO and other contributors—selects targeted
countries, programs, and implementing entities, and provides
periodic progress reports.

The program aims to:
Enable 500,000 refugee and displaced children in host
communities to access general education (traditional and smart

learning).

o Provide 40,000 skills development opportunities.

o Facilitate higher education access for 100,000 students.

o Secure employment opportunities for 30,000 trainees.
o Deliver psychosocial support to 70% of participants.
o Improve living standards for 50% of trainees.

The initiative seeks to reduce poverty and improve livelihoods for
refugees, internally displaced persons, and host communities in
IsDB member countries by enhancing skills, creating employment
opportunities for youth, supporting smart and blended learning
to increase enrollment in basic education, expanding access to
higher education, and promoting entrepreneurship to improve
living conditions.

The IsDB Group Annual Meetings serve as a key platform for
leaders, policymakers, and development stakeholders to discuss
critical development issues. The event also features a Private
Sector Forum hosted by IsDB Group entities, including the Islamic
Corporation for the Insurance of Investment and Export Credit
(ICIEC), the International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation (ITFC),
and the Islamic Corporation for the Development of the Private
Sector (ICD).

The event provides a conducive environment for dialogue and
cooperation to identify practical solutions that promote inclusive
and sustainable development across the 57 member countries
spanning four continents. The Islamic Development Bank holds an
AAA rating from major rating agencies and has worked for over 49
years toimprove lives by empowering communities, strengthening
infrastructure, and advancing economic and social development.

Headquartered in Jeddah, the IsDB has regional hubs and centers
of excellence in several member countries and has evolved into a
group comprising five main entities: the Islamic Development
Bank, the IsDB Institute, ICIEC, ICD, and ITFC.

Previously, IICO implemented a project addressing learning
difficulties among Syrian refugees in strategic partnership with
the Islamic Development Bank, the Islamic Solidarity Fund, and
Human Excellence Association, with a total cost exceeding $2
million, benefiting 15,000 students and 2,000 teachers in Lebanon,
Jordan, and inside Syria.
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International Initiatives

As part of IsDB’s efforts to expand opportunities for education, training, and skills development
[ICO Strengthens Global Partnerships to Empower
Refugees through (STEP) Initiative

The International Islamic Charity Organization
(11ICO) participated in the fifth Steering Committee
meeting of the Skills, Training, and Education
Program for Refugees and Displaced Persons in
OIC Member Countries (STEP), held on February
4, 2026, at the headquarters of the Islamic
Development Bank (IsDB) in Jeddah. The meeting
brought together prominent strategic partners and
representatives of supporting entities.

1ICO’s participation aligns with its strategy to achieve
economic empowerment for the most vulnerable
groups by building their capacities, developing their
skills, and expanding access to quality education that
leads to effective and sustainable outcomes.

It also reflects 1ICO’s firm belief in the importance
of strategic partnerships to address humanitarian
challenges and crises while strengthening
coordination among relevant stakeholders. In
this context, the participation aimed to support
joint coordination efforts, review the progress of initiative
implementation, and discuss future action plans to empower
refugees and displaced persons through education, vocational
training, and capacity-building programs that enhance livelihoods
and promote sustainable social integration.

The 1ICO delegation included Chairman Eng. Jamal Al-Nouri,
Deputy Director General for Projects Ibrahim Al-Badr, and
Director of Educational Programs Dr. Abdulrahman Al-Maamari,
alongside representatives of partner organizations, including
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Nouri Charity Society, Qatar Charity, SPARK
Foundation, Jusoor Organization, and other partners.

Speaking on the sidelines of the meeting, Ibrahim Al-Badr
emphasized that the fifth Steering Committee meeting represents
an important milestone in strengthening coordination among
strategic partners and ensuring the integration of efforts to
empower refugees, displaced persons, and host communities
across Islamic countries.

He added that IICO’s participation reflects its commitment
to supporting sustainable development initiatives focused on
education, skills development, and economic empowerment
as essential pillars for addressing the impacts of displacement,
combating poverty, and building a more stable future for
vulnerable
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"“STEP” is a successful model of
multi-stakeholder partnerships serving
refugees and displaced persons

Program budget: $100 million... lICO
contributes $5 million

Empowering 500,000 children with access
to general education and 100,000 students
to higher education”

Al-Badr noted that the meeting reviewed implementation
progress and discussed the development of monitoring and
evaluation mechanisms to ensure quality delivery and maximize
developmental impact, underscoring the partners’ commitment

to translating strategic visions into tangible results on the ground.



I-Jaber Al-Sabah
Amir Of The State Of Kuwait

In 2025, 45 major donors and Islamic institutions, along with tens of
thousands of supporters, placed their trust in the Refugee Zakat Fund by
channeling their Islamic charitable contributions through UNHCR to those
most in need.

Through strategic partnerships, the Refugee Zakat Fund, and various
campaigns, UNHCR raised $39 million, enabling it to reach more than one
million people across 25 countries.

Donors from the Middle East and North Africa region accounted for nearly
60% of total zakat and sadaqah funds received in 2025, with the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia among the leading contributors.

This year's report demonstrates how Islamic philanthropy—rooted in faith
and solidarity—empowers UNHCR to create tangible and lasting positive
change in people’s lives through practical, long-term support.

In times of crisis, zakat and sadaqgah serve as powerful instruments of
transformation, enabling refugees and internally displaced families to
withstand hardship and rebuild their lives with dignity.

Islamic philanthropic initiatives—including the Refugee Zakat Fund and
the Ramadan campaign—form a cornerstone of UNHCR's private sector
partnership strategy. Through these initiatives, the agency mobilizes value-
based Islamic donations from individuals and corporations alike to bridge
critical funding gaps and respond to growing humanitarian needs.

In the heart of Italy—where European openness meets cultural and
religious diversity—the Bayan Italian Institute for Islamic and Human
Studies stands out as a pioneering academic model that combines
academic excellence with a value-driven mission. The institute serves
as a platform for building a generation of students capable of engaging
positively with their communities and contributing to a sustainable
intellectual future. Its success is supported by the International Islamic
Charitable Organization (1ICO), which works to provide high-quality
educational opportunities and ensures a sustainable impact within the
European context.

Bayan Institute focuses on delivering a balanced education that
integrates theoretical knowledge with practical application, while
remaining committed to human and ethical values. The institute aims to
develop students’ multidimensional skills, including academic excellence,
language proficiency, and a deep understanding of Islamic culture within
a contemporary framework—enabling them to actively participate in their
societies.

The academic curriculum at the institute is grounded in clear scientific
foundations and rigorous methodology, combining Islamic studies with
modern human sciences. This approach enhances educational performance
and the quality of academic outcomes, reflecting the institute’s vision of
establishing a comprehensive and integrated academic model.

Preserving identity and building a well-rounded Muslim personality
capable of positive engagement are among the institute’s top priorities.
It emphasizes value-based education that instills ethical principles, social
responsibility, and openness to dialogue. This approach ensures the
graduation of qualified students prepared to take on leadership roles in
education, community work, and academic research.

Since its establishment, the institute has relied on a broad network of
academic and institutional partnerships, including Italian universities
and Islamic and international institutions. These partnerships enhance
opportunities for academic exchange, knowledge development, and the
expansion of prospects for students and graduates. The support of the
International Islamic Charitable Organization constitutes a fundamental
pillar of these partnerships, contributing resources, supporting research
projects, and ensuring the sustainability of the institute’s programs.

During its early years, Bayan Institute successfully built its first cohort of
outstanding students, focusing on the development of integrated linguistic,
intellectual, and personal skills. This success reflects the commitment of the
academic administration and the supporting organization to creating a
stimulating educational environment aligned with standards of quality and
excellence.
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Humanitarian Leadership

She Praised Kuwait’s Global Humanitarian Role

Nisreen Rubaian: Renewing Al-Nouri's “Pioneer
of Giving” Title Is Well-Deserved Recognition of
His Leading Role in Philanthropy

Nisreen Rubaian, Representative of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Kuwait, praised
the continuous support provided by the State of Kuwait—
through its leadership and charitable institutions—to
humanitarian initiatives worldwide, contributing to dignified
living conditions for refugees and forcibly displaced persons.

Speaking at the press conference, Rubaian stated that the
occasion marked the renewal of the “Pioneer of Giving for Islamic
Philanthropy” title for Eng. Jamal Al-Nouri for an additional
two years, in recognition of his pioneering role and sustained
contributions to refugee causes and humanitarian work.

She affirmed that this step reflects UNHCR's deep appreciation
for Al-Nouri’s ongoing efforts in supporting refugees and
displaced populations both regionally and internationally, while
reinforcing the agency’s position as a strategic partner to Kuwaiti
charitable institutions.

Rubaian added that Al-Nouri’s efforts—through the International Islamic
Charitable Organization and the Sheikh Abdullah Al-Nouri Charitable
Society—have contributed to delivering life-saving assistance, securing
shelter, education, livelihoods, and emergency response support to the
most vulnerable families in Jordan, Lebanon, Yemen, Iraq, and Pakistan, in
addition to supporting Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh. She emphasized
that these partnerships represent a pioneering model of long-term,
institutional Islamic philanthropy.

Rubaian further explained that Al-Nouri’s leadership in Islamic charitable
work has helped restore dignity and stability to refugees and displaced
persons in crisis-affected countries, offering them hope for a better future.
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She noted that Islamic philanthropy has moved beyond traditional financial
support to become an influential force generating sustainable impact
and embodying the values of compassion, solidarity, and humanitarian
responsibility.

She concluded by underscoring the importance of strengthening
cooperation between UNHCR and Kuwaiti charitable institutions to expand
humanitarian initiatives and provide sustainable support for refugees and
forcibly displaced persons, commending Kuwait's leadership role in global
humanitarian solidarity.

Rubaian also stated that renewing the title for Eng. Jamal Al-Nouri comes
in recognition of his humanitarian leadership, which has transformed
solidarity into tangible impact.

She added: “Through the institutions he leads, Eng. Jamal Al-Nouri has
played an effective role in supporting UNHCR's efforts to reach the most
vulnerable forcibly displaced families and in strengthening cooperation
with Islamic charitable institutions in Kuwait. We take pride in Kuwait
serving as a platform for impactful humanitarian partnerships that help
protect refugees’ dignity and empower them to rebuild their lives.”

It is worth noting that UNHCR released its eighth annual Islamic
Philanthropy Report last month, highlighting the critical role of zakat and
sadaqah contributions in delivering life-changing assistance to refugees
and internally displaced persons—particularly during a year marked by
shrinking humanitarian budgets and mounting financial pressures on the
sector.



a wide range of leadership and administrative experience, as well as a long
professional and humanitarian career, positioning him among the leaders
capable of combining institutional professionalism with a humanitarian
mission.

Words of Appreciation and
Thanks

Al-Nouri extended his gratitude to the Ministry of Social
Affairs for its supportive and active role in empowering the
charitable sector, consolidating its institutional frameworks,
and enhancing its local and international presence.

He also expressed his appreciation to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs for its valued efforts in facilitating the work of charitable
institutions abroad and building bridges of cooperation with
international partners, reflecting Kuwait’s civilizational image
and embodying its leading humanitarian position.

Al-Nouri conveyed his sincere thanks to all governmental
and private entities, and to the generous donors who support
the path of giving, contributing consciously and responsibly
to strengthen the culture of solidarity and promote social
responsibility.

He concluded with special appreciation for media
professionals, partners in the mission and creators of
awareness, valuing their attendance and constant support in
highlighting the bright image of Kuwaiti charitable work.

BreaTyarmATYAleaD
piipiitn

Eman Al-Anzi: Renewal

of the “Pioneer of Giving”
Title is Recognition of a
Longstanding Journey of
Dedication and Generosity

The Acting Assistant
Undersecretary for the Care
and Social Development
Sector at the Ministry of
Social Affairs, Eman Al-Anzi,
affirmed that the renewal of
the title “Pioneer of Giving
for Islamic Philanthropy”
for Eng. Jamal Al-Nouri
does not merely honor
an individual, but rather

recognizes a long-standing

generosity, as well as a steadfast approach to supporting humanity
wherever needed, and assisting refugees and those in need with a spirit
of responsibility, sincerity, and humanitarian commitment.

Al-Anzi highlighted that the State of Kuwait—its leadership, government,
and people—has always been a global model in humanitarian work,
continuing the legacy of giving established by its leaders throughout
history. Kuwait has become an international humanitarian hub and a home
for pioneering charitable initiatives, reflecting the values of solidarity,
compassion, and enduring humanitarian commitment.

She stressed the Ministry’s ongoing support for charitable initiatives
and its dedication to strengthening the trajectory of Kuwaiti philanthropic
work, which consolidates the country’s leading humanitarian role and
enhances its impact both locally and internationally. She emphasized that
the Ministry of Social Affairs continues to support charitable institutions
and provide the necessary facilitation to enable them to fulfill their mission,
particularly during the holy month of Ramadan, recognizing the importance
of charitable work in serving society and reinforcing the values of solidarity
and compassion.

Al-Anzi added that this event reflects a well-deserved recognition of along
journey of giving that has contributed to humanitarian work and elevated
Kuwait’s reputation in the field of charity regionally and internationally. She
noted that awarding a Kuwaiti individual with such a title reflects the scale
of efforts made by Kuwaiti charitable institutions and their influential role in
supporting humanitarian causes.
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Description of the UN Initiative as Recognition of Kuwait’s Steadfast Approach to Humanitarian Work

On the occasion of being awarded the title of “Pioneer of Giving
for Islamic Philanthropy” for an additional two years by the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Eng. Jamal
Abdulkhaleq Al-Nouri, Chairman of the Board of the International
Islamic Charitable Organization)lICO( and the Sheikh Abdullah
Al-Nouri Charitable Society, expressed his sincere gratitude to
UNHCR and its team in Kuwait, praising this generous initiative
as a recognition of a shared path of constructive cooperation and
continuous humanitarian work.

Al-Nouri emphasized that this recognition by UNHCR represents the
continuation of a long-standing collaboration between the International
Islamic Charitable Organization, the Sheikh Abdullah Al-Nouri Charitable
Society, and UNHCR, which has strengthened Kuwait’s humanitarian
presence regionally and internationally.

He added that this award carries an added responsibility to continue
developing partnerships with UN, regional, and international organizations,
and to enhance the effectiveness of humanitarian programs, contributing
to alleviating the suffering of those affected by disasters, conflicts, and
poverty worldwide.

Al-Nouri described the UN initiative as a recognition of Kuwait’s steadfast
approach to supporting humanitarian work, a practical implementation
of the directives of Kuwait’s wise leadership, and a reflection of the
values on which Kuwait was founded—placing the service of humanity
and the protection of human dignity at the core of its foreign policy and
humanitarian initiatives, serving as a solid foundation for its regional and
international presence.

He expressed pride in the deep humanitarian partnership between
IICO, the Sheikh Abdullah Al-Nouri Charitable Society, and UNHCR, noting
that this partnership is an extension of ongoing institutional cooperation
with UN agencies, which has, over the past years, witnessed significant
milestones and successful practical experiences, strengthening their joint
presence in the fields of humanitarian aid and response worldwide.

Al-Nouri pointed out that the scope of cooperation has expanded to
include several UN agencies, working alongside the United Nations Human
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat), the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the United
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Nations Development Programme (UNDP), in addition to other agencies
operating in Kuwait, the Gulf countries, and conflict-affected regions.

He added that these initiatives reflect Kuwait's strong commitment to
humanitarian work and embody the values of solidarity, mutual support,
and compassion, establishing a model for advanced, long-term institutional
humanitarian partnerships.

Al-Nouri stressed that mobilizing resources and coordinating efforts is the
best way to strengthen humanitarian response and build bridges of hope
for refugees and displaced persons, noting that integrated efforts lead to
greater results, wider circles of hope, and a real, sustainable humanitarian
impact.

He noted that the International Islamic Charitable Organization and the
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Nouri Charitable Society will continue their commitment
to developing humanitarian programs and working with partners to face
increasing global challenges, focusing on enhancing coordination and
integration mechanisms to ensure sustainable humanitarian impact.

It is noteworthy that in December of last year, Al-Nouri assumed the
chairmanship of 1ICO, succeeding Dr. Abdullah Al-Mutawagq. He was also
appointed Vice President of the Islamic World Council for Daswah and Relief
by His Eminence Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Dr. Ahmed Al-Tayeb, drawing on



Islamic World Council for Daswah and
Relief, chaired by the Grand Imam of Al-
Azhar.

Over the years, Al-Nouri has played a
pivotal role in establishing an advanced
strategic partnership with UNHCR,
mobilizing financial and humanitarian
resources directed toward life-saving
programs and urgent assistance for the
most vulnerable populations in crisis-
affected regions.

Through this support, UNHCR has
implemented  vital interventions
assisting refugees through cash aid,
shelter, livelihoods, and emergency
response operations in several crisis-
affected countries, including Jordan,
Lebanon, Yemen, Iraq, and Pakistan, as
well as support for Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh.

His efforts have further strengthened
the position of Islamic philanthropy as
a strategic and sustainable source of
humanitarian financing, aligned with
UNHCR's objectives and the Global
Compact on Refugees, presenting
an advanced model of long-term
partnership  between international
organizations and Islamic charitable
institutions based on professionalism,
transparency, and impact maximization.

UNHCR values Al-Nouri’s pivotal role
in reinforcing its mandate as a strategic
partner, affirming that this partnership
enhances humanitarian  capacities,
broadens avenues of cooperation in
humanitarian initiatives,  supports
sustainable livelihood opportunities,
and strengthens emergency responses
at both regional and international
levels—thereby establishing a model
for long-term institutional humanitarian
partnership.

Amid growing global humanitarian
challenges, such partnerships
demonstrate how sustained
commitment and strategic vision can
create tangible and lasting change in
the lives of millions, while highlighting

Kuwait's leading role in global
humanitarian solidarity.

IICO affirmed that this renewed
recognition embodies Kuwait's

humanitarian leadership and reflects

its prominent role in supporting relief and sustainable
development worldwide, in line with its approach
based on solidarity and international cooperation.
Kuwaiti institutions, it noted, have become a model of
institutional excellence and humanitarian partnership.

Both 1ICO and the Sheikh Abdullah Al-Nouri
Charitable Society operate from a strategic vision
centered on institutional work and effective
partnerships, striving to achieve sustainable impact
that goes beyond immediate relief toward empowering

affected communities through carefully designed plans
focused on long-term solutions, capacity building, and
livelihood support—enabling refugees and forcibly
displaced persons to confront current challenges and
regain hope for a more stable and secure future.

It is worth noting that the two institutions implement
humanitarian and development programs in dozens of
countries across the sectors of education, healthcare,
shelter, and emergency relief, reflecting Kuwait's
humanitarian message and its global outreach.

[1CO.. Strategic Partnerships
to Empower People and Serve

Communities

The Islamic International
Charitable Organization
(IICO) believes that effective
partnerships are a strategic tool
for maximizing humanitarian
impact. These partnerships
complement the organization’s
mission to empower individuals
educationally, culturally, and
economically, enabling them
to make a positive impact in
their communities. Its strategic
vision is driven by the goal of
achieving the greatest possible
impact in the communities it
serves, through high-quality
programs and meaningful, sustainable partnerships.

IICO focuses on building partnerships that add real
value to humanitarian work and support its strategic
objectives, which include: promoting moderate Islamic
culture and spreading the values of solidarity and
compassion; economically empowering those in need to
ensure a dignified and stable life; providing high-quality
educational and training opportunities that achieve
effective and sustainable outcomes; and strengthening
the capacities of partner field institutions to ensure the
sustainability of humanitarian impact.

The organization’s partnership model is based on
developing strategic and effective partnerships with all
stakeholders, including donors, government agencies,
beneficiaries, media institutions, the private sector, field
partners, and United Nations agencies. This approach
aligns with Kuwait's vision for humanitarian work and
reflects the country’s leading global role.

Through its partnerships with UN agencies, 1ICO
aims to strengthen long-term strategic partnerships

with sustainable impact, expand its partnership
network to include international, regional, and
UN partners, and transition to the role of an active
partner in shaping international humanitarian
policies, reflecting Kuwait's pioneering position in
humanitarian and charitable work. The organization
also works on building the capacities of national
and local institutions in vulnerable communities to
maximize donor impact and deepen partnerships
to enhance institutional sustainability and multiply
humanitarian and developmental outcomes.

IICO reaffirms its steadfast commitment to
strengthening  partnerships  with
institutions, particularly UN agencies, to support
the most vulnerable communities of refugees
and displaced persons, achieving sustainable
humanitarian impact based on shared responsibility
and universal humanitarian values, thereby making
humanitarian work more effective and influential
both regionally and globally.

international
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Humanitarian Leadership

In Recognition of His Charitable and Humanitarian Journey

The United Nations Refugee Agency Renews
Al-Nouri's Title as “Pioneer of Giving for

Islamic Philanthropy”

In a renewed embodiment of Kuwait's pioneering
humanitarian role on the international stage,
and in recognition of a distinguished journey of
institutional giving and charitable service, the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
has renewed the title of “Pioneer of Giving for Islamic
Philanthropy” for two additional years to Eng. Jamal
Al-Nouri, Chairman of the Board of the International
Islamic Charitable Organization (1ICO) and Chairman
of the Sheikh Abdullah Al-Nouri Charitable Society, in
recognition of his outstanding efforts in supporting
refugees and forcibly displaced persons worldwide.

The announcement was made during a press
conference hosted by UNHCR at the headquarters
of IICO, attended by representatives of official
bodies, leaders of charitable work, and international
organizations. The conference also witnessed the
signing of a two-year joint action plan between UNHCR
and Al-Nouri aimed at expanding cooperation in humanitarian response,
supporting education, shelter, and healthcare programs, and strengthening
strategic partnerships to ensure sustainable funding and maximize
humanitarian impact.

@\

This recognition crowns years of sustained efforts that have enhanced
humanitarian responses to refugee crises and consolidated international
partnerships supporting relief and development programs. It reflects
Kuwait's advanced standing as a global humanitarian center and reaffirms
the continued commitment of its charitable institutions to their civilizational
mission with responsibility, integration, and sustainability.

The “Pioneer of Giving” title is an honorary distinction granted by UNHCR
since 2018 to individuals who dedicate their time and efforts to supporting
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the agency by raising awareness of refugee challenges, encouraging
community engagement, and mobilizing resources for life-saving
humanitarian interventions.

UNHCR first awarded the title to Al-Nouri during the Global Refugee Forum
held in December 2023 at its headquarters in Geneva, in the presence of the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi, in recognition of his
continued commitment to addressing forced displacement and promoting
global awareness of refugee challenges.

Al-Nouri currently serves as Chairman of IICO and Chairman of the
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Nouri Charitable Society—two leading humanitarian
institutions in Kuwait active in relief and sustainable development at both
regional and international levels. He also serves as Vice President of the
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The Foreword

Investing Waqf in Education.. 1ICO's Mission
Toward Cross-Border Development

In a world where humanitarian challenges are mounting and education
and development gaps continue to widen, investing in people remains the
most enduring path, the deepest in impact, and the most effective route
toward building a sustainable future.

From this perspective, the International Islamic Charity Organization
(11CO) continues to expand its humanitarian and developmental footprint
beyond borders through high-quality educational initiatives that reflect a
profound understanding of education’s role in strengthening vulnerable
communities and advancing sustainable development.

In this context, a new package of educational projects was inaugurated
in the Indonesia in the presence of IICO Director-General Bader Saud
Al-Sumait, alongside prominent philanthropic leaders from the State
of Kuwait and the GCC, as well as Indonesian educational, official, and
religious figures.

These projects embody 1ICO’s comprehensive strategic vision centered
on delivering quality education. This vision goes beyond constructing
buildings; it focuses on creating integrated learning environments that
nurture values, enhance knowledge, and empower students to develop
their capabilities and refine their skills—preparing them to play effective
roles within their communities.

Serving more than 2,000 students, these initiatives represent a model of
institutional philanthropy that balances religious and general education,
social care, and vocational training within a sustainable development
framework.

Among the flagship initiatives is the Sheikh Ali Saleh Al-Luhaib
Educational Charity Village in Banten, which reflects an advanced model
of integrated education. The complex includes a boys’ school, student
dormitories for both male and female students, a Quran memorization
center, and a vocational training center—providing a stable and
motivating environment for academic and moral excellence.

The village serves approximately 1,150 students, including orphans,
within a framework that promotes psychological and social stability while
opening new horizons for the most vulnerable groups.

This model exemplifies [ICO’s broader humanitarian and developmental
approach—shifting from temporary relief to sustainable development,
and from limited support to long-term institutional building—thereby
enhancing impact and ensuring continuity.

Similarly, the Arab International School (Sheikh Ali Saleh Al-Luhaib
School) represents a pioneering educational experience serving 155
students through a trilingual curriculum (Arabic, English, and Indonesian).
This approach strengthens students’ cultural and religious identity while
equipping them to engage positively with contemporary global demands.

The balance between authenticity and modernity—between Islamic
values and modern skills—is what gives this experience its uniqueness
and makes it replicable in similar contexts.

The Al-Muhsineen Project (Ibrahim Al-Asfour and his wife Maryam Al-
Asfour) at the Bayt Al-Qur'an Institute in Cirebon, West Java, represents

a significant step in supporting Qur'anic education and strengthening its
infrastructure.

This project, benefiting 765 students, includes a two-story mosque,
orphan housing, a school facility, a charitable supermarket, a medical
clinic, and integrated service facilities—reflecting a holistic vision that
addresses students’ educational, living, and health needs.

Central to this experience is the vital role of waqgf (endowment) as a
cornerstone for financing education and ensuring its sustainability. The
endowment of the late Ali Saleh Al-Luhaib stands as a practical model of
how charitable funds can be directed toward long-term strategic projects
that build enduring educational institutions serving generations to come.

It also highlights IICO’s effective endowment management—employing
resources through a carefully designed vision that balances present
needs with future obligations, grounded in long-term planning, sound
governance, and maximizing developmental returns—transforming
individual generosity into sustainable institutional impact.

The generous support of benefactors Ibrahim Al-Asfour and Mariam
Al-Asfour further reflects a luminous example of solidarity, translating
philanthropic spirit into tangible institutions, effective educational
programs, and measurable improvements in beneficiaries’ lives.

Their contribution also underscores the growing trust that donors place
in 1ICO as a credible, transparent, and well-governed institution operating
within clear institutional frameworks that ensure donations are directed
efficiently and sustainably.

What we witness today in Indonesia—the inauguration of educational
institutions—is a living embodiment of a development vision that
considers education the cornerstone of any renaissance project. When a
person is built through knowledge, values, and skills, communities are
built alongside them, stability is safequarded, and future opportunities
are created.

In this issue of Al-Alamiya Magazine, we take a closer look at this
experience, exploring the dimensions of institutional philanthropy and
its role in shaping integrated cross-border development models. It is an
invitation to reflect on the value of investing in education as one of the
most enduring forms of ongoing charity and one of the firmest expressions
of civilizational responsibility.

From this standpoint, we renew our call to philanthropists and
benefactors to support 1ICO’s educational and developmental initiatives
and to participate in creating lasting, intergenerational impact. Every
contribution—no matter how modest—can become an opportunity for
education, a safe environment, or a skill that transforms the trajectory of
a student’s life.

Supporting these projects is an investment in humanity itself and
a partnership in building a more aware and stable future—where
knowledge is rooted as a value, development as a path, and giving as a
lasting message.
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