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| Humanitarian issues -

Dr. Al-Maatouq: Providing aid to the affected people is a moral and

humanitarian duty

IGO launches an urgent aid appeal to
relieve Ghouta’s residents by providing

food and medicine

The president of the International Islamic
Charitable Organisation (I1ICO) and Emir divan's
advisor, Dr. Abdullah Maatoug Al-Maatoug,
called upon benevolent people to respond
urgently to the relief appeal issued by the
children, elderly and women of the Easter
Ghouta of Damascus who are being subjected
to barbaric genacide.

Dr. Al-Maatoug, who is also the special
advisor of UN Secretary General, said in a
press release that [ICO has responded to
those appeals of help and launched an urgent
campaign through its website https://www.
iico.org, its headquarters and branches in
governorates in order to alleviate the suffering
of 400,000 people besieged in the Chouta
under the slogan “Ghouta cries for help”, in
fulfillment of our humanitarian and moral duty
towards them.

“The campaign seeks in its first phase
to provide food and medicine to Ghouta’s
residents. The value of each relief share has
been determined to be 30KD and charitable
people can donate as much as they can to feed
the hungry and treat the wounded”, Al Maatouqg
explained.

Dr Al-Maatouq condemned the relentless
brutal aggression on the besieged people
of Ghouta for more than four years now,
highlighting the fact that hundreds of children,
women and elderly people fall either dead or
injured on daily basis. Houses are destroyed
on top of their inhabitants as a result of
continuous volleys of rocket attacks and air
bombing in a horrific scene.

Those heinous crimes and massacres are
committed continuously against the civilian
population of Ghouta. The UN described it
as ‘brutal genocide. Dr. Al-Maatouq called
on the international community to shoulder
its responsibility and take action to stop the
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ongoing massacres and save the innocent
civilian population from death and forced
migration and put an end to the barbaric
destruction of houses and infrastructure.

Dr. Al-Maatouq called on the governments
of the world to stand beside the wronged, help
the weak, deter the aggressors and provide
relief to Ghouta's people who are being killed
day and night by allowing humanitarian
organizations to bring in food and medicine to
the besieged through safe corridors in respect
to the international laws and decisions.

“It is not reasonable for the displacement of
millions of Syrians and the killing of thousands
of them for seven years while the international
community is unable to put an end to such
daily crimes that violate all of the international
norms and agreements as well as the divine
religions”, Al-Maatouq continued.

He praised the rapid response of the Kuwaiti
charities to the appeals of the Ghouta residents
and began relief campaigns to help the affected
who resorted to tunnels and shelters to protect
them from the brutal bombardment and suffer
from hunger and lack of medicine in extremely
harsh human conditions.
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- Partnership Agreements |

Al-Maatougq: “Tamkeen” for fraining volunteers

ST " )

Stereotype linking Kuwait's charity works
with “terrorism” no longer

exists in shadow of tight regulations and
planned new legislations, according to senior
officials.

Banal claim about involvement of the Kuwaiti
philanthropic work as to supporting or funding
“terrorism” is no longer attestable, stated
Dr. Abdullah Al-Maatoug, Chairman of the
International Islamic Charitable Organization
(11C0).

Dr. Al-Maatoug was speaking during a
ceremony with Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh, inking an agreement
between her department and the association
for training volunteers and personnel in welfare
societies, called “Tamkeen.” “Good intentions
are not sufficient to safeguard charitable work
thus regulating laws have been enacted to
place terms and restrictions,” Dr. Al-Maatoug
said, as minister Al-Sebeeh disclosed that a bill
regulating the sector further had reached the
National Assembly, noting that representatives

and personnel in welfare societies

of charities and welfare societies would be
invited to the parliament headquarters to
closely partake in examining the draft law.

The law regulating charitable activities
has been enacted, upon an initiative by the
philanthropic associations, with intention “of
sparing ourselves international problems,”
Minister Al-Sabeeh said.

The legislation was amended and the
modified copy had reached the parliament.

This modified law has special merits, the
minister said, revealing that representatives
of the associations would be called to the
parliament to take part in deliberating the
document.

Charitable work in Kuwait has developed
in recent years due to good regulations and
organization, she re-stressed.

In turn, Dr. Al-Maatouq praised the minister
for shouldering the respaonsibility of developing
and protecting the charitable actions through
the enactment of a new law designed to
preserve workers' rights and the sector image



Al-Sumait : [ICO is scheduled
to Issue periodic reports on
Implementation of the pledges

The Non-Governmental QOrganizations
(NGOs) Conference to Support the Humanitarian
Situation in Iraqg is to kick off here to tackle
latest developments in the humanitarian
situation.

The conference, which was being held under
the patronage of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the
Kuwaiti government, would start with a wide
range of international figures, which will
include a number of sessions and leaders from
around the world that will talk about their
humanitarian experiences.

The conference aims at assessing the
humanitarian situation in Irag and mobilizing
local, regional and international organizations
efforts and to learn about the basic needs of
the Iragis who suffered tremendously and were
affected by armed conflicts.

Al-Matoog, in recent statements, said
that the conference aims also at tackling
means of cooperation and the importance of
international community in alleviating the
humanitarian complications of disasters and
conflicts, especially in Irag.

He shed light on Kuwait's keenness on aid
and support through its charitable societies,
and affirmed that Kuwait will continue
cooperating with the United Nations to support
afflicted people suffering from the scourge of
homelessness and displacement.

Meanwhile, Chairman of the Higher
Committee and IICO Director General Bader
Al-Sumait highlighted the role of the Kuwait-
based Organization in the conference.

Al-Sumait expressed readiness to host the
conference and to support the humanitarian
situation in Irag, noting that such effort comes
within the framework of Kuwait's pioneering
humanitarian stance.

Al-Sumait also pointed out that I11CO,
has sent invitations to more than 100 local,
regional and international organizations and

many leading figures and active international
organizations in the humanitarian field for the
one-day conference.

Al-Sumait noted also that his organization
has also coordinated efforts with the Kuwaiti
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Kuwait Fund
for Arab Economic Development (KFAED) along
with the Iragi officials, to ensure the success
of the conference and achieve its humanitarian
goals.

he said that among prominent entities
participating in the conference are the
International Committee for the Red Cross
(ICRC), United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA), and the International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC),
and many other international organizations.

Al-Sumait added that GCC organizations
participating in the conference are the
International Islamic Relief QOrganization in
Jeddah, the Royal Foundation of Bahrain, the
Qatar Charity Association, as well as Kuwaiti
charitable societies, the Kuwaiti Red Crescent,
the Turkish Irag, Qatar, and Bahrain Red
Crescents.

he pointed out that the aim of the
conference is to have an active humanitarian
assistance, basic needs in the affected areas in
Irag, and activate efforts of local, regional and
international humanitarian organizations to
implement their programs and projects in Irag.

With regard to follow-up mechanism
after the conference, Al-Sumait said that
[ICO is scheduled to issue periodic reports on
implementation of the pledges, and they have
called upon participating organizations to
provide the committee with quarterly reportson
its humanitarian programs to be implemented
in Irag during the year 2018.

The conference on providing humanitarian
support aims at easing the suffering and
healing the wounds of Iragi victims, without
discrimination based on race, religion or any
other considerations, only consistent with its
principles, human and moral values.
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- International conferences |

It coincides with the International Conference for the Reconstruction

of Irag

IGO0 chief: NGOs conf. manifests Kuwait’s
helief in humanitarian action

H

Holding Non-Governmental QOrganizations
(NGOs) ConferencetoSupportthe Humanitarian
Situation in Irag manifests Kuwait's belief
in humanitarian action, said Abdullah Al-
Maatouqg, chairman of the Islamic International
Charity Organization (IICO).

His remark came during a speech at the
opening of the Conference, noting that by
holding such gathering, Kuwait is drumming up
efforts in order to help “heal Irag’s wounds” as
Kuwait is “following a steady and methodical
approach” to preserve international peace and
security while easing plight of the suffering.”
Three years passed with more than five million
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displaced Iraqgis live harsh and almostinhumane
conditions, he noted, adding “but with USD
200 million in aid from Kuwait, a new window
of hope was open.” The Conference kicked off
earlier today to tackle latest developments in
the humanitarian situation.

It coincides with Kuwait's hosting of the
International Conference forthe Reconstruction
of Irag.

The conference is being held under the
patronage of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the
Kuwaiti government.

large participation



UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
and Kuwait's Amiri Diwan Special Advisor and
President of the International Islamic Charitable
Organization  (IICO)  Abdullah  Maatoug,
discussed Recently at New York a number of
humanitarian issues and challenges, including
Irag Reconstruction Conference, which hosted
by Kuwait on February 12.

on the sidelines of the meeting, Al-Maatoog,
who is also UN Secretary General Special
Advisor, told that his visit aimed at tackling
means of cooperation and coordination on
various crises, humanitarian aspects, and
repercussions, including the importance of
international community in alleviating the
humanitarian complications of disasters and
conflicts.

He stressed keenness on Kuwait support
through its charitable societies to continue
cooperation with the United Nations and its

|Consultation meetings -

Guterres, Al-Maatooq tackles a number of
humanitarian issues, challenges

specialized agencies and to continue their
support to afflicted people suffering from the
scourge of homelessness and displacement or
even those who found shelter in camps.

Al-Maatooq added that he extended
his sincere thanks and appreciation to the
Secretary-General for responding to the
invitation of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to attend
the Kuwait International Conference on lIraq
Reconstruction scheduled for February 12-14.

He noted that hediscussed with the Secretary
Ceneral the efforts of the International Islamic
Charitable QOrganization to mobilize local,
regional and international organizations in the
conferenceof NGOstosupportthe humanitarian
situation in Irag, hoping that results of the
conference will succeed in meeting the needs
of hundreds of thousands of Iragi families,
including whose who live in camps.
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