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The perpetrator of the crime of financing terrorism is any-
one who shall act or initiate, willingly or illegally, directly
or indirectly, to provide or raise funds with the intention of
using them to commit a terrorist act. While knowing that
they will be used entirely or in part for this act, for a terrorist
organization or for a terrorist person under the Anti-Money
Laundering and Terrorist Financing Act 106 of 2013.

According to the same law, any of the acts contained in the
previous paragraph are punishable by the crime of financ-
ing terrorism, even if the terrorist act does not occur or the
funds are not actually used to conduct or attempt to con-
ductit, or if the funds are linked to a particular terrorist act,
i.e. the country in which the attempted terrorist act took
place.

Board Responsibilities

In accordance with governance requirements, the Board
of Directors is responsible for building a system for money
laundering risk management and terrorist financing, and
general supervision of this system and periodic review of
it, as well as a range ofresponsibilities for this crime. These
include adopting internal business policies and procedures
and ensuring that they meet all regulatory and legal re-
quirements related to combating money laundering and
terrorist financing. It also include reviewing the annual
compliance officer’s report on actions taken to implement
policies and procedures and any proposals to enhance the
effectiveness and adequacy of such measures.

Abu Nabaa pointed out the need for board members to re-
ceive regular training that includes regulations and guide-
lines, techniques, methods and practices prevailing in
control operations, internal policies, procedures and con-
trols, explaining that it is the Board’s responsibility not to
disclose to the client or anyone else what has been sent or
will be sent to the Kuwaiti Financial Investigation Unit as to
notifications, reports or information about suspected oper-
ations or any investigations to be conducted.

He introduced the controlling bodies in Kuwait according
to the Ministerial Resolution 37 of 2013, Kuwait financial
investigation unit, the Ministry of Interior, the General An-
ti-Corruption Authority (NAZAHA), the General Administra-
tion of Customs and the Central Bank of Kuwait.

The course identified anumber of elements of the anti-mon-
ey laundering programme, including: the development of
internal policies, procedures and controls, the availabili-
ty of a compliance officer in charge of a daily anti-money
laundering supervision programme, training programmes
for all workers, the examination by the Internal Audit Unit
of the Anti-Money Laundering Programme annually, and
the provision of adequate systems for timely detection and
reporting of suspicious activities.

Abu Nabaa reviewed the measures identified by the Kuwaiti
Financial Investigation Unit to be followed when dealing
with the groups of three countries that suffer from a lack of
strategy of anti-money laundering and terrorist financing
systems, as classified by the Financial Action Group.
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"The session highlighted Kuwaiti regu-
lators, laws and international anti-money
laundering organizations

lICO has ensured that governance require-
ments are enforced by informing the Board
of Directors of the seriousness of the
crime of money laundering and elements
of confrontation"

for legitimate or illegal activities. In short, it is a process through
which dirty money is transferred to clean funds.

What is money laundering?

Law No. 106 of 2013 on Fight Against Money Laundering and
Terrorist Financing - according to Abu Nabaa - defines the per-
petrator to be anyone who knew that the money was obtained
from a crime, and deliberately transferred, transmitted or re-
placed it, with the aim of concealing or disguising the illicit
source of those funds, or assisting any person involved in the
commission of the original offence from which the funds were
obtained, to escape the legal consequences of thereof.

In accordance with the law, the perpetrator shall commit the
act of concealing or disguising the true nature, origin, location,
manner of disposal, movement, ownership or rights to the prop-
erty, acquisition, withholding or use of funds.

Money Laundering Cycle

He pointed out that the money-laundering process involves a
complex series of transactions, often involving three stages. The
first: deposit and means the disposal of cash or other assets re-
sulting from criminal activities; as the money launderer deposits
the funds in the financial system. The second: disguise or con-
cealment. It comes through the formation of a layer of financial
processes to isolate or separate illicit financial returns from their
underlying sources with the intention of concealing the origin
of those funds. The third: consolidation through the virtual le-
galization of illicit wealth, by reintroducing funds into the eco-
nomic cycle through what appears to be ordinary businesses or
personal processes.

Money Laundering Attempt

lICO's obligations in
combating money laundering
and terrorist financing

The course outlined a number of obligations that 1ICO should
follow in the fight against the crime of money laundering, in
order to remain free from any suspicions - as mentioned by
Abu Nabaa - in the following points:

« Develop and implement internal policies, procedures and
controls that help combat money laundering and terrorist
financing, and inform all staff (approved by the Board of Di-
rectors).

« Consistency of all internal policies and action procedures
with regulatory and legal requirements related to combat-
ing money laundering and terrorist financing.

- Enable the compliance officer, internal audit and any rel-
evant staff, work independently and at all times access rev-
enue and donation records and any other information they
may need.

« In the event of suspicion, the Kuwaiti Financial Investiga-
tion Unit must be informed through the compliance officer.

« Develop a clear fundraising action plan that includes a clear
fundraising policy, and a clear outline of its methods and
objectives to be achieved through this plan that will reduce
any organization’s exposure to risk. It is important to abide
by the fundraising regulations and what comes from official
Kuwaiti authorities in this regard, and to conduct a periodic
review of revenue records and donations from internal audit
and the compliance officer to ensure their safety.

« Compare the name of the donor or actual beneficiary with
the anti-money laundering and terrorist financing black lists
and the list of persons on the Security Council terrorism list.

« Compare the name of the donor or actual beneficiary with
the anti-money laundering and terrorist financing black lists
and the list of persons on the Security Council terrorism list.

« Prepare an annual report and submit it to the Board of Di-
rectors, including all actions taken to implement internal
policies, procedures and controls and any proposals to en-
hance the effectiveness and adequacy of such actions.

« Develop ongoing training plans and programmes in the
field of combating money laundering and terrorist financing
for all staff.

The lecturer, Abu Nabaa, gave an example of how money was
laundered through a non-profit organization, such as an at-
tempt by a person to launder money from illegal sources by do-
nating large amounts to a charitable organization, provided that
specific companies and institutions, possibly his commercial
interfaces, offer the service to the charitable organization. This
would be aimed at giving these companies and institutions the
cover of legitimate dealing, so that the funds from illegal sourc-
es had been transferred by a non-profit organization to a com-
pany or institution in the format that appears to be payments for
the provision of services or the purchase of materials.
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A journey of giving and achievement

As part of a training program to identify its responsibilities in the face of crime

Board of Directors to review "Modern Trends in
Combating Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing"

As part of its keenness to enforce governance
requirements, during its 64th meeting, 11CO
organized a training course on “Modern
Trends in Combating Money Laundering and
Terrorist Financing”, presented by gover-
nance consultant Alaa Abdul Aziz Abu Nabaa.

The course aims to introduce members to
the latest methods and best practices in this
field, how to deal with the crime of money
laundering, to fully comply with all the re-
quirements of the relevant regulations and
laws, the historical development of ways to
combat crime. As well as Kuwait’s most prom-
inent anti-money laundering and terrorist fi-
nancing laws, the stages of its development,
the most prominent international organi-
zations concerned and indicators of money
laundering operations, and the responsibil-
ities of the Board of Directors in relation to
this crime.

Consultant Abu Nabaa began the session with an introduction
that showed that the world is witnessing an active movement
to combat money laundering and terrorist financing. He noted
that the nature of the work and activities of the non-profit sector
makes it more vulnerable to the risk of exploitation of money
launderers, especially organizations that suffer from weak reg-
ulatory systems and in their management of the risks of money
laundering and terrorist financing.

He outlined a list of the implications of money laundering opera-
tions on various institutions, as well as its adverse effects on the
stability of the global financial system.

Money-laundering has been defined as obtaining dirty funds
resulting from criminal activities while concealing their illegal
sources, with the intention of subsequently using such funds
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The role of the Money Working
Group in the fight against
money laundering

Abu Nabaa highlighted FATF as a multinational body, estab-
lished in 1989, which adopts the fight against money laun-
dering nationwide. In October 2001, it expanded its work to
include combating terrorist financing. Through its website,
it identifies a list of countries that suffer lack of anti-money
laundering and terrorist financing strategies, which it up-
dates periodically in February, June and October each year.

One of the objectives of the Financial Action Group is to
spread the anti-money laundering message worldwide,
monitor the implementation of its recommendations to
Member States and review anti-money laundering trends
and actions.

The Financial Working Group has 40 recommendations in
the areas of risk assessment, implementation of anti-money
laundering policies and coordination, fight against terrorist
financing, money laundering, confiscation, terrorist financ-
ing and arms proliferation financing, preventive measures
for financial and non-financial institutions, transparency.
In addition to the real beneficiary, legal persons, legal ar-
rangements, powers and responsibilities of the competent
authorities, other institutional measures and international
cooperation.



puts into English and French to spread their usefulness, Al-Sumit
added.

Al-Sumit thanked the heads of the task forces, experts, coordi-
nators and teachers in Kuwait, Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt and the
Syrian interior for their great efforts in working within this proj-
ect to find scientific solutions to the difficulties faced by refugee
students.

He also thanked IICO’s partners, including the Islamic Develop-
ment Bank, the Islamic Solidarity Fund for Development and the
Association for Human Excellence for activating and manage-
ment of the project.

Kuwait Charitable Schools

Khaled Al-Subaihi, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the As-
sociation for Human Excellence, thanked the project’s donors,
including IICO, the Islamic Development Bank, the Islamic Soli-
darity Fund for Development, and the project’s teams of experts,
academics, coordinators, teachers and researchers.

He noted that more than 2.5 million Syrian refugee children
were deprived of education and that those studying were not
receiving appropriate education, whether at the curriculum lev-
el, unqualified schools or the unattractive environment.

He added: “That’s why the learning difficulties treatment project
came to meet these challenges, and it was launched to Kuwait’s
charitable schools, which were founded by the Association of Ex-
cellence in 2013 to accommodate nearly 10,000 Syrian refugee
children, and how they were motivated to launch this project,

study the problems and difficulties of learning, and develop
emergency curricula.

Al-Subhi praised IICO’s strategic directions and focus on educa-
tion as it seeks to build, empower and develop humans and de-
velop their abilities and skills.

60 Million Illiterate

After thanking the donors and supervisors in charge of the proj-
ect implementation, the former Egyptian Minister of Education
and the representative of the task forces, Dr. Mohib Al-Rafi,
called on civil society institutions to pay attention to the ed-
ucational file at a time as the number of illiterates in the Arab
world reached 60 million (320 million is the population of the
Arab world), warning that the lack of attention to the learning
difficulties of Syrian refugees adds to this figure of new illiterate.

He pointed out that the teams worked on this project very hard
and began to conceptualize on solid and studied scientific foun-
dations, hoping to continue scientific and research efforts to get
this project out distinctively to be a good building block in sup-
porting the educational system for Syrian refugees.

Unique and Pioneering Project

For his part, the founder of the program and the man behind
its idea Dr. Ali Al-Jamal stressed the importance of developing
the education system in case of emergency, and bringing the
children of Syrian refugees to an advanced level of educational
quality - seconding the other speakers in thanking donors. He
stressed that the ideas of academics and experts remain dead
if we do not find anyone to translate them in the field, as is the
case with many studies and research in the Arab world.

He described the Learning Difficulties Treatment Project as one
of the unique and pioneering projects in the Arab world, which
was inspired by the Kuwait Charitable Schools project in Leba-
non, where it was the nucleus for conducting surveys, research-
es and conceptualization at the level of teacher, student, curric-
ulum and educational environment.

1ICO signed a partnership agreement with the Islamic Develop-
ment Bank to support and implement the “Learning Difficulties
Treatment Program for Syrian Refugees and Displaced Persons”
project at a cost of more than US$2 million between the two sides,
in cooperation with the Association for Humanitarian Excellence
specialized in supporting educational projects on the ground and
involved in managing and supervising these projects.
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A journey of giving and achievement

At a virtual meeting to follow up on the outcomes of the learning difficulties project

Al-Sumait: Education at emergency times is an
Issue that requires addressing it and developing

the programs

The International Islamic Charity Organization
(IICO), in partnership with the Islamic Develop-
ment Bank, the Islamic Development Fund, the
Society for Human Excellence and prestigious
academic institutions in Kuwait, Jordan, Egypt
and Lebanon, continues its efforts to support
the educational system for Syrian refugees,
through the project of building curricula com-
pensatory programs and educational materials
to address the problems of student building, to
reduce school drop-outs and the qualification
of teachers, support educational institutions in
emergencies.

Eng. Badr Saud Al-Sumit, General Manager of the In-
ternational Islamic Charity Organization (IICO), who
chairs the High Committee for the Learning Difficul-
ties Treatment Project, stressed the importance of
this project in light of the widespread displacement
and dislocation crisis that the Syrian people have
been subject to, and the fundamental gaps experienced by the
educational system that require scientific solutions to the prob-
lems facing their young learners.

This came during the opening of the meeting dedicated to the
follow-up of the outcomes of the second phase of the proj-
ect, and presented its methodology, and mechanisms of work
during the next phase through the application of “Zoom” in the
presence of more than 120 members of the project teams and
experts and coordinators from Kuwait, Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey,
Syria and Egypt.

Eng. Al-Sumit added that this program is based on IICO Strate-
gic Plan 2020-2024, which seeks to build humans by providing
educational and rehabilitation opportunities with qualitative
outcomes across three paths:

First: Supporting the building and design of quality curricula,
aimed at supporting and empowering educational institutions
and initiatives in order to build the personality of the learners,
develop their ideas, knowledge and awareness and develop
skills. All of which are deliverables of the program to address
learning difficulties in the curricula of Syrian refugees.

Second: Supporting rehabilitation programs to provide teachers
with the skills and knowledge, professional and technical skills
needed to improve educational outcomes and create an education-
al environment attractive to learners. One of the successful initia-
tives in this regard is the Emergency Teacher Rehabilitation Project
launched by 1ICO in partnership with many academic institutions.

Third: Providing educational grants to enable educational insti-
tutions with specialized professional competencies to contrib-
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"AI-Subhi: The experience of Kuwait's
charitable schools led us to the learning
difficulties project and the development of
emergency curricula

Dr. Al-Rafii: We have developed visions on
solid and well-thought-out scientific foun-
dations and the project is a good building
block forsupporting emergency education

Dr. Al-Jamal: The ideas of academics and ex-
perts remain a dead letter if you do not find
anyone to support and implement them"

ute to the excellence and quality of outputs and develop their
innovations.

“We therefore look with great interest at the Syrian Refugee Cur-
riculum Learning Difficulties Treatment Project as a qualitative
strategic project that is in line with our emergency educational
vision and paves the way for building qualitative partnerships
with international and regional players by translating its out-



"Winstitutional reconstruction and programme
development to make the greatest impact
and the most efficient use of resources

We are keen to increase our performance
in the implementation of projects to en-
sure speed, quality and the development of
e-marketing "’

Accomplishments in Figures

The General Manager went on to confirm this with evidence and
figures after confirming that the work of IICO has not stopped
for one day in its offices since the outbreak of the crisis, and even
in its darkest days, the days of the total ban that lasted for twen-
ty days, where the main building of IICO was a beehive day and
night to manage its natural operations on the one hand, and hu-
manitarian emergencies on the other.

Eng. Al-Sumit added: In 2020, [ICO achieved the second highest
level of project implementation in its history, after 2019, which
was an exceptional year, estimating the volume of programs and
projects implemented at KD 16,727,836 equivalent ($51 mil-
lion), which is 14% higher than the average volume of projects
and programs over the past four years.

Microfinance

He continued the presentation of the achievements in 2020,
pointing out that the program of 1ICO for Microfinance in the
form of a good loan recorded the highest number in the history
of 1ICO in terms of the number of projects funded by the pro-
gram within one year, which is 4,663 projects, which represents
a rise of 34% compared to last year 2019 16% higher than the
rate of the past five years.

Eng. Al-Sumit drew attention that the number of beneficiaries
since the Microfinance Program launch to the end of 2021, was
394,000 direct beneficiaries. He estimated that 51,731 projects
were completed, with a total value of more than $78 million, and
the value of projects funded by the program in 2020 exceeded
$8,680,000, up to more than $8,730,000 in 2021.

Sponsorships

On the sponsorship file, he noted that in 2021, IICO achieved
a record number of sponsorships of all kinds, reaching 41,258
sponsorships, an unprecedented figure in the history of 1ICO.

He explained that the growth in the field of sponsorships was not
limited to quantity, but also included the type, as IICO focused on
sponsorships that serve the core of its strategic objectives, point-
ing out that IICO is shifting in the field of sponsoring orphans
gradually from traditional living care to comprehensive sponsor-
ship, which includes in addition to the basic requirements of living
Education, medicine, training and rehabilitation programmes.

Under educational sponsorships, the proportion of university
and postgraduate sponsorships is increasing day by day, as are
talented and distinguished sponsorships.

Volunteerism

Despite the repercussions of the pandemic that cast a shadow
over 2020 and 2021, Eng. Al-Sumait explained that the rigor of
volunteerism in 1ICO continued, with 36 volunteer teams work-
ing during this period, including a total of 738 volunteers.

He added that volunteer teams launched 70 relief, medical and
social projects covering 20 countries during 2020. In 2021, the
number of countries covered by volunteer teams projects in-
creased to 22, with a total value of KD 1.8 million, benefiting 1.6
million beneficiaries.

Institutional Building

Within the institutional building of [ICO, Eng. Al-Sumit referred to
a package of achievements, including building the risk system,
establishing and operating the Compliance Risk Management Of-
fice as one of the most important elements of the internal control
and governance system, preparing and adopting governance pol-
icies, building an integrated work system, restructuring financial
statements and addressing their imbalances, restructuring the
investment sector and controlling its database, accurately iden-
tifying endowment capital, and other institutional reconstruction
efforts, and strengthening efforts to upgrade charitable and hu-
manitarian programmes to achieve the golden equation which is
to make the greatest impact on the lives of beneficiaries and to
make the most efficient use of resources.

He stressed IICO’s keenness to raise the performance of the im-
plementation of charitable projects to ensure speed and quality
in performance, increase investment in e-marketing and address
gaps in dealing with volunteer teams, and other recommenda-
tions that 1ICO has developed executive programs for.
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"The sponsorships in 2021 amounted to
41,258 guaranteed, a record and unprece-
dented in the history of 1ICO

70 projects and relief campaigns for vol-
untary teams worth KD 1.8 million and 1.6
million beneficiaries"

uated, the management of 1ICO reviewed all strategic initiatives
and objectives and operational plans for 2020, the first year of
the New Strategic Plan 2020-2024, approved by the Board of Di-
rectors in December 2019.

Referring to one of its most important achievements during the
pandemic, Eng. Al-Sumit said: Since the dawn of the crisis in
March 2020, 1ICO has aptly led a massive process to coordinate
the response of Kuwaiti civil society institutions to the challeng-
es and repercussions of the Covid-19 crisis, establishing coor-
dination platforms comprising more than 45 Kuwaiti civil and
official charities and humanitarian institutions, as well as rep-
resentatives of key government institutions concerned with the
crisis among them are the Ministries of Health, Interior, Foreign
Affairs, Endowments, Social Affairs, etc.

He said the coordination platforms included a key platform for
NGOs leaders and government institutions, five sub-platforms,
one to coordinate logistical support for government institutions
responding to the crisis, one to coordinate media efforts, a third
to coordinate volunteer work, a fourth to coordinate support
for those affected by the crisis, individuals and families who are
vulnerable, and one to deliver the required support to Kuwaitis
stranded outside Kuwait.

These actions and actions taken early by IICO have had an im-
pact, as Eng. Al-Sumit said, on the working teams in 11ICO and
its systems in rapidly adapting to the new situation, which en-
abled IICO to continue its operations vigorously to minimize the
effects of this crisis on its operational and strategic plans and

objectives.
LY W— @ —_—
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Court Rulings Convicting
Abusers

Eng. Al-Sumait pointed out to the negative repercussions
of the fierce attack by some social media accounts through
a malicious media campaign based on slanders and lies
against 1ICO and its sponsors.

He explained that the administration of 1ICO refuted this
campaign in the media, and pursued the abusive accounts
and their owners legally, pointing out that the Kuwaiti ju-
diciary handed them several convictions and material com-
pensation, and that one of the sentences sentenced the
abusers to prison.

Thanks and Appreciation

to the Board of Directors
Members, General Assembly
and Staff

Eng. Al-Sumit sent the most sincere words of thanks and
gratitude to the members of the Board of Directors and
the General Assembly for their support and guidance to
the executive management of IICO, and especially Dr. Ab-
dullah Al-Maatouk, Vice President and Finance Secretary
Ahmed Al-Jasser, and Secretary Dr. Mutlaq Al-Qurawi and
the Board’s committees for their great support to the man-
agement of 1ICO and enabling it to carry out its burdens and
responsibilities.

He also expressed great gratitude to 1ICO’s family of employ-
ees and leaders in all locations and specialties, describing
them as fuel and energy that move IICO towards achieve-
ment.

He also thanked all the members and heads of the prepara-
tory teams working behind the successful organization of
meetings of the Board of Directors and the General Assem-
bly.




A journey of giving and achievement

Confirming that the pandemic has actually honed the strength and determination of the staff to continue the march

Al-Sumait: We have made record numbers in terms
of projects and sponsorships throughout the two

years of the crisis

In confident tone during the board meeting, the
General Manager of 11CO, Eng. Badr Al-Sumit, be-
gan his speech by saying: “The Covid-19 pandem-
ic has only given us strength and determination
to continue the march, and to face the humanitar-
ian and economic challenges and repercussions
of the epidemic.

With strong words of hope and optimism, he add-
ed: “Today, more than ever, we need to tighten
our resolve, tighten our plans, do our utmost and
work together to achieve the greatest and lasting
impact on the lives of vulnerable groups to en-
able them to overcome the challenges and make
a decent life.

Eng. Al-Sumit examined the harvest of two years of II-
CO’s march, describing them as exceptional, because
of the fierceness of the repercussions of the pandemic
and its ferocious impact on all areas of life, stressing that 1ICO
faced this challenge professionally and distinguishably.

Corona Confrontation Plan

He went on to outline IICO’s plan to meet this challenge through
a system of actions that put the safety of its human staff and cus-
tomers in the first concern. The initiative concern of the institu-
tions was to take decisive action to protect them from the “Covid
19” virus through a package of steps, consisting of:

1- Within a few days of the first cases in Kuwait, the adminis-
tration of 1ICO imposed on February 29, 2020 comprehensive
and carefully considered procedures, focusing on physical dis-
tancing, the use of protective tools, the exemption of most em-
ployees from attending the workplace, the transition to remote
meetings, and the reduction of the handling of paper to the low-
est level. These early actions were praised by the leaders of the
Kuwait Medical Association, and as the spread of the virus devel-
oped, 1ICO developed its procedures and regulations to address
emerging risks.

2- |ICO established an integrated system for remote work and
implemented it early without giving up the level of quality and
effectiveness of performance, and launched guides of policies,
procedures and models for work planning and evaluation of the
performance of workers, electronic systems necessary to make it
work, and training systems on the remote work skills.

3. These cases have played a significant role in limiting cases of
Covid-19 among staff who contracted it while working at 1ICO’s

"Determined to achieve the greatest and
lasting impact for vulnerable groups and to
make a decent life for them

lICO's work hasn't stopped a day since the
Covid - 19 crisis broke out two years ago

At the end of 2021, microfinance beneficia-
ries had reached 394,000 people since the
program was launched"

headquarters to only three cases, which is only 8% of the total
number of cases infected.

4-11CO was able to convince the Kuwaiti Ministry of Health to give
members of the charitable sector priority in vaccination Indeed,
the Ministry of Health has allocated a day to vaccinate workers in
the charitable sector among the other excluded groups.

The General Manager explained as the dimensions of the crisis
began to unfold and its time and geographical reach and the
magnitude of its expected impact and implications were eval-
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parency, disclosure, compliance and conflict of interest, report-
ing and whistleblower protection, anti-money laundering and
terrorist financing.

He expressed his pride in the achievements of [ICO in supporting
humanitarian response plans for vulnerable groups around the
world, and confronting the repercussions of the Corona pandem-
ic, noting that with the institutional development witnessed by
IICO, has moved its compass towards projects with sustainable
impact, to keep pace with the effects of humanitarian crises.

In recognition of the level of need and in response to the wishes of
donors, he pointed out that 1ICO and its voluntary teams directed
part of its charitable projects and programs into Kuwait, to help
thousands of workers who came from around the world, and chil-
dren of exempted families, relief, health, education and accommo-
dation, the most prominent of which is the Al-Hasawi Specialized
Health Center, which is one of the largest health centers in Kuwait.

He said that IICO continues its efforts with steady steps in the
preparation of serious studies, with the aim of establishing a
non-profit financial institution to provide development funding
for humanitarian purposes, explaining that these efforts culmi-
nated in the selection of a large consulting institution special-
ized in this field based on clear and specific global criteria, in
order to prepare a study on this sustainable development entity.

In a vision for the future, Dr. Al-Maatouk said that 1ICO has been
on a four-decade path of success, investing in its cumulative ex-
pertise, and its strong desire to achieve further successes and
explore new horizons in various fields of philanthropy, build lo-
cal and global partnerships, and harness all its potential to de-
velop its human resources.

Speaking about the nature of the phase and examining it for the
future, he referred to the activity report that monitors and doc-
uments IICO’s work, achievements and financial statements over
the past two years.

Political leadership on the path
of good and human leadership

On behalf of IICO Board of Directors, Dr. Al Maatouk raised the
highest thanks and appreciation to His Highness Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Emir of Kuwait, and His Crown
Prince Sheikh Mashal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sababh, for their con-
tinued support for charitable work, and keenness to strengthen
the leading humanitarian role of the State of Kuwait.

He made these remarks at the opening of the 21-member
Board of Directors meeting, representing philanthropic lead-
ers and prominent figures of thought and culture in different
parts of the world.

During his speech at the General Assembly meeting, which
brought together more than 60 members of the world’s men
and leaders of philanthropy, Dr. Al-Maatouk reiterated his sin-
cere thanks and the highest expressions of gratitude to the po-
litical leadership for what he described as its great role in sup-
porting the march of charitable and humanitarian work, and
continuing to deliver on the path of the leader of humanitarian
action, His Highness the late Emir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad.

He asked Allah to help the leadership on the paths of good-
ness, elevation and leadership of humanitarian action, and
to entrust it with its preservation and care, and to grant them
health and wellness, and to make Kuwait a safe, secure and
prosperous country, a house of security, safety and all other
countries of the world.

Letters of thanks to stakeholders

During his speech, Dr. Al-Maatouk sent a series of messages of
thanks and appreciation to the stakeholders, the first of which
was for local and international partners, and thanked the min-
istries of endowments, foreign affairs, social affairs, interior,
Zakat House and the Public Foundation for Endowments for
their great efforts in supporting I1ICO’s journey.

Message 2: For the esteemed individual and institutional do-
nors who have donated their funds to meet the needs of the
poor and afflicted beneficiaries.

Message 3: For 1ICO employees for their sincere efforts in de-
veloping the work system in IICO and raising its performance,
and the high and exceptional capacity they showed, especially
during the period of the “Covid-19” pandemic.
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At the General Assembly meeting with the participation of more than 60 members in person and

electronic attendance

With the participation of more than 60 members of the
Board of Directors and the General Assembly in person and
electronically, the Chairman of the International Islamic
Charity Organization (11CO) Abdullah Al-Maatouk reviewed
the most prominent features of 11ICO work during the work
of the 18th meeting of its General Assembly Meeting.

After two years of restrictions, distancing, and precaution-
ary measures imposed as a result of the Corona pandemic,
this periodic meeting came to review IICO’s humanitarian
efforts during the pandemic and looking ahead.

At a time when the world has witnessed a wave of unprecedent-
ed closures and challenges resulting from the spread of the Co-
rona pandemic, and the resort of institutions and companies to
reduce the level of business , says Dr. Al-Maatouk, IICO and its
voluntary teams have sensed their humanitarian responsibility,
created, developed and expanded their business in the face of
conflicts and calamities.

He explained that 1ICO met the challenges with a renewed in-
stitutional thinking that is based on well-established admin-
istrative and ethical values, relies on trained teams, effective
strategic partnerships, manages files using the latest smart ap-
plications, and is based on best philanthropic practices.

He noted that it continued the founders’ systematic march and
developed its charitable and humanitarian paths, developing an
ambitious Strategic Plan 2020-2024 based on their human and
cultural heritage and priority need among beneficiaries, with
the goal of working to build and empower the poor human be-
ing economically and culturally, as well as develop his abilities
and skills, so that he can have the ingredients and tools of devel-
opment and positive influence in his community.

In accordance with this strategic vision, as part of its quest for
digital and technological transformation, 1ICO has launched a

new grant system in collaboration with its field partners, reflect-
ing IICO’s seriousness and strict commitment to implementing
the Financial Working Group (FATF) international commitments
and recommendations to which Kuwait is committed to combat
money laundering, terrorist financing and countering any at-
tempt to exploit charitable grants for purposes far from charita-
ble and humanitarian causes.

He continued: This system is consistent with Islamic principles
and values, in line with its oversight procedures, and interacts
with the standards and policy of good governance that it has
recently adopted to promote the values and practices of trans-
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