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random camps and shanty houses, which lack the most basic el-
ements of adequate and decent housing.

This project comes within the framework of ICO’s endeavor to es-
tablish integrated cities for the poor, providing them with shelter,
education, health services, drinking water, mosques and job op-
portunities, and it works to make a qualitative leap in their lives.

The village aims to shelter the most vulnerable groups of dis-
placed people in the coastal city of Al Khawkhah, such as fami-
lies of orphans, widows, elderly and people with disabilities, in
addition to needy families and low-income families.

Yemeni officials praised what they described as the sincere
stances and noble fraternal support provided by Kuwait and its
charitable and relief organizations to support the Yemeni peo-
ple for decades. They pointed out that this project guarantees
tens of families a decent and stable life, by providing housing,
facilities and services that help these families feel safe, improve
their living conditions and educate their children.

Observers warn of the high rate of diseases and epidemics in
residential communities, shantytowns and random tents, due to
the lack of infrastructure services such as sanitation and water.

IICO had launched a campaign to collect donations before the
last Eid al-Adha for this village to be a new hope for the victims
of the Yemeni crisis. It also called on philanthropists to support
it in light of the sever famine in Yemen, which was manifested
in the fact that more than 12 million Yemenis need assistance,
including more than 2.5 million Yemeni children suffering from
malnutrition, and every 70 seconds a Yemeni child dies of star-
vation.

The village.. to alleviate the
suffering of slum dwellers

The village aims to secure housing and stability for the dis-
placed, poor and poorest families, alleviate the suffering of
families who lost their homes as a result of the total destruc-
tion due to the ongoing war, and improve the living standard
of the beneficiary families by providing basic services and
job opportunities for camp residents.

The village works to reduce social problems through settle-
ment, providing livelihoods, especially for the most vulner-
able class, and reducing the high rates of diseases and epi-
demics in residential communities, shantytowns and random
camps due to the lack of infrastructure services such as san-
itation and water.

Full Service Residential
Project

The village is a full service residential project that includes
housing units, each unit consists of two bedrooms, a bath-
room, a kitchen, an inner courtyard and sanitation.

It also includes a health center to serve patients daily, a gen-
eral clinic, another clinic for obstetrics and gynecology, a
third one for pediatrics, an examination room for men, a lab-
oratory, a pharmacy, an administration room, an x-ray room
and a service room.

It also includes a school for educating 240 students, a
mosque, and a well to provide drinking water.

Observers see that the village is a qualitative development
for humanitarian relief efforts in the field of sheltering dis-
placed Yemenis, preserving their dignity and protecting
them from cold, heat, rain and wind.

It is noteworthy that IICO has tended in recent years to establish
qualitative projects with sustainable impact within the frame-
work of its strategic plan 2020-2024 aimed at empowering people
in need and building people culturally, socially and economical-
ly, to be able to bring about positive action in their surroundings.

In this context, and in view of the difficult humanitarian condi-
tions that Yemenis are experiencing as a result of the ongoing
conflicts, and the resulting massive displacement movement,
1ICO inaugurated earlier the “Kuwait Al-Khair Village”, which con-
sists of 1,000 housing units, and a number of facilities such as
sanitation, schools, mosques and others.

According to UN reports, the conflicts in Yemen have displaced
4 million people, most of whom suffer in difficult humanitarian
conditions, in light of their lack of adequate shelter.

Since March 2015, Yemen has been witnessing civil conflicts that
have claimed the lives of more than 233,000 people, and 80% of
its population, numbering about 30 million people, have be-
come dependent on aid, in the worst humanitarian crisis in the
world, according to the United Nations.
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Housing Villages

It includes 50 housing units, a health center, a school, a mosque and a well

Inauguration of the "Taakhi 5" village... to
preserve the dignity of 350 displaced Yemenis

11ICO has restored life to 350 displaced Ye-

menis, by sheltering them in 50 housing
units in the “Taakhi 5” village, which was
recently inaugurated in the coastal gov-
ernorate of Hudaydah, western Yemen, as
part of the “Kuwait is by your side” cam-
paign that has been going on for seven
years.

The village includes 50 housing units, a school
consisting of 4 classrooms and 2 administra-
tion rooms, fully equipped with tables, boards
and educational supplies.

The village also includes a health center with
its medical equipment, a mosque, an artesian
well powered by solar energy and shelter sup-
plies such as mattresses, blankets, and cooking
utensils for the beneficiary families.

The village, which was built by IICO, in cooper-

ation with Taakhi voluntary team and Altwasul for Human De-
velopment in Yemen, aims to shelter the displaced people in
adequate housing units that protect them from the vagaries of
weather and harsh conditions, especially with the advent of the
extremely hot and humid summer in the coastal areas.

From his part, the Director of Al Khawkhah Directorate, Salem
Alyan, praised, during the inauguration ceremony, the great ef-
forts made by the State of Kuwait in supporting and housing
the displaced people on the West Coast, providing them with
health care, supporting their education and supporting the wa-
ter sector in the governorate in general.

Alyan said that the efforts of the State of Kuwait in supporting
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"MICO faces the repercussions of displace-
ment with integrated facility model projects
HEN

Yemeni Officials: Kuwait"s efforts to support
the Yemeni people extend for decades"

the Yemeni people extend for decades, which have increased in
recent years through the effective humanitarian aid it provides
to alleviate the suffering of Yemenis in the current circumstanc-
es they are going through. He also expressed his thanks to the
State of Kuwait, IICO and Taakhi team for this constant giving
and continuous assistance to the Yemeni people.

In turn, the coordinator of the organizations’ works on the West
Coast, Adel Al-Masoudi, said that Taakhi village came as an em-
bodiment of the meanings of brotherhood between the Kuwaiti
and Yemeni peoples, noting that it is an important and major
step in the path to alleviating the suffering of the displaced Ye-
menis.

Moreover, the head of the operations sector at Altwasul for Hu-
man Development, Saqr Al-Jaadi, said that this charitable and
developmental project brought joy and happiness at the begin-
ning of the holy month to the displaced Yemeni families, who
now live in homes that protect them from wind, dust, heat, sun
and others.

A large number of poor and displaced Yemeni families live in



Relief Projects

The project included food parcels, cash assistance and lighting networks

The humanitarian race for Lebanon.... 1,300
Lebanese, Syrian and Palestinian beneficiary families

The humanitarian race project, launched by IICO for Leba-
non, resulted in the provision of aid and assistance to 1,300
Lebanese, Syrian and Palestinian families, with a total of
6,500 individuals, in the governorates of Bekaa, Sidon and
Al Iklim, in cooperation with Jeel Sustainable Development.

The aid list included 1,000 food parcels, 250 cash assistance, 50
lighting networks and distributing gifts to children. One food par-
cel included quantities of basic foodstuffs such as rice, sugar, len-
tils, chickpeas, beans, tea, oil, bulgur, vermicelli, tuna, mortadella,
sauce, cheese, salt, pasta, jam, flour, thyme, sardines and milk.

These aids provided by IICO comes as part of continuous relief,
humanitarian and development programs for vulnerable groups
in Lebanon, in cooperation with local charities.

According to reports received from the partner, the field volun-
teer teams distributed these aids to the most vulnerable and poor
families in the camps of the displaced Syrians, the Lebanese vil-
lages and the Palestinian camps in Sidon, Al Iklim and Bekaa.

Reports indicated that the aids contributed to alleviating the
suffering of poor families in the face of the difficult conditions
they live in, by securing theirimmediate needs of food and cash
assistance.

The financing of the lighting networks came in light of Lebanon’s suf-
fering from the high prices of private electric generators, the lack of
mazut (fuel oil) to operate the generators and the people’s tendency
to install these networks after it is always dark in their homes.

However, the need remains dire for large numbers of vulnerable
families, due to the difficult challenges related to the economic
and living situation, which limits their ability to purchase their
basic needs.

The Lebanese situation is getting more and more complicated on
all tracks day after day, as the people are constantly in a crisis af-
ter another, to the extent that these crises have left catastrophic
effects and turned the lives of millions into almost daily suffering.

Moreover, the percentage of Lebanon'’s population living below
the poverty line has increased significantly. Since 2019, poverty
cases have increased due to the decline in economic activity, de-
valuation of the currency, exacerbation of inflation, decrease in
purchasing power and the faltering of access to savings due to
the financial crisis.

These combined shocks led to a low standard of living for the
people, lack of food availability and significant shortage and
high cost of fuel, if any. The severe poverty rate in Sidon rose to
more than 60%, while poverty and unemployment rates wors-
ened in Bekaa and Al Iklim.

"1CO provided aid to the most vulnerable
families in Lebanon as part of its humani-

tarian programs!

With regard to the displaced people living in Bekaa, approximately
42% of the displaced Syrians in Bekaa live in random camps, ac-
cording to a study conducted by the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, UNICEF and the World Food Program.

They live in random camps made of temporary raw materials
that cannot withstand harsh weather conditions, despite all the
efforts made by humanitarian actors.

Most Lebanese, Palestinian, and Syrian families live below the
poverty line, missing out on the minimum necessities of a normal
human life, such as food, drink, medicine and even education.

Lebanon is currently suffering from a severe humanitarian crisis,
which is reflected in a large segment of families who are now un-
able to find the most basic necessities of life due to the high rates
of inflation, poverty and unemployment.

In this context, the UNICEF office in Beirut indicated that the un-
precedented crises in Lebanon have impoverished families that
were previously in a very fragile situation.

The latest UNICEF Lebanon assessment showed that 3 out of 10
children go to bed hungry or skip meals.

It is worth mentioning that Lebanon hosts about 1.5 million Syr-
ian refugees who fled the war, according to Lebanese sources,
and some of them live in dilapidated camps in the Bekaa Valley
bordering Lebanon with Syria.
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tor as a key element and a third sector that works together with
the Government and private sectors.

In addition to develop the institutional rules regarding the chari-
ty work and to enhance the values of transparency, integrity and
professionalism in all its operations. The Director of Charity Orga-
nizations Department emphasized the importance of the promo-
tion of the governance orientations in the non-profit institutions
and raising awareness about their importance and role in sup-
porting the work of these institutions, and explaining the inter-
national recommendations and requirements, and in enhancing
their ability to supervise, self-evaluate and be constantly ready
for any evaluation by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).

Al-Ajmi stated that the Ministry of Social Affairs does its utmost
to support the expertise and knowledge in the field of gover-
nance and its applications, especially those applicable models in
charity organizations. He stressed the importance of this training
lecture that helps to learn about the governance frameworks and
its rules and the experience of the IICO, and inspire other organi-
zations to seek to establish and develop the governance system
so as to ensure the protection of charity work.

In conclusion, he asked the Ministry to urge the government to
take the prompt actions to promulgate the charity work law to
reduce some of negative practices. He also expressed its willing-
ness to provide full support to the associations and institutions
to apply the governance rules, as well as he appreciated the
ministry experience in cooperation with the IICO through the
training programs of “Tamkeen” initiative to enhance the charity
work.

The Charitable Organization as a Model

The Office of Compliance and Risk Management, Omar Ezz EI-
Din, presented an extensive lecture on the governance system,
the definitions of which included the most prominent interna-
tional institutions that | knew in respect of accounting, legal and
administrative aspects, and the most prominent economic crises
that occurred due to the spread of administrative, financial and
accounting corruption, mentioning that the main the reason of
that was due to the absence of governance in the management
systems of institutions and companies.

He also has discussed in a detailed manner the emergence of
governance, its development phases, and the role of its systems
in improving the mental image, facilitating decision-making,
achieving justice and transparency, and adding credibility to op-
erations. He has also indicated its advantages in improving the
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"WEzz EI-Din: The 1ICO has developed its pol-
icies and procedures in conformity with the
international standards, laws, regulations and

best practices""

work environment, mitigating the effects of risks, and encourag-
ing supervisory leaders to make the right decisions, as well as the
societal advantages of combating corruption, protecting funds,
and the dedication of sincerity and honesty values and the com-
munity’s sense of security and safety.

Governance Rules

Ezz EI-Din has discussed the rules of governance, building a
balanced structure for the board of directors, the sound identi-
fication of duties and responsibilities, the selection of qualified
persons for membership of the board of directors and executive
management, ensuring the integrity of financial reports, setting
up sound systems for risk management and internal control,
promoting professional behavior, ethical values, disclosure and
transparency in an accurate and timely manner, respecting the
role of stakeholders, enhancing and improving performance and
focusing on the importance of social liability.

He has discussed in detail the governance model of the 11ICO in
light of the rules of governance at the level of the board of direc-
tors, the general assembly, the supervisory committees, the ex-
ecutive management, and the departments of the organization,
and the group of policies and procedures governing the compe-
tencies and regulating the relationship between work units.

Governance Policies

He indicated that the 1ICO had developed a group of policies as
part of its endeavor to complete the building of an integrated
system for good governance and internal control; seeking to ad-
here to the utmost levels of transparency and integrity in all its
procedural, operational, and executive processes, and to raise
performance and productivity rates.

This development was due to the keenness of the IICO on the
independence of the supervisory functions, and the enhance-
ment of accountability, responsibility, and transparency levels,
in accordance with laws, regulations, and legislation issued by
the supervisory authorities, and the provisions of its Articles of
Association, in a manner that does not violate the principles of
Islamic Sharia.

These policies and procedures are for enhancing the overall envi-
ronment of governance in accordance with international criteria
and relevant laws, regulations, and practices, such as compliance,
combating money laundering and terrorist financing, conflict of
interest, disclosure and transparency, whistleblowing and whis-
tleblower protections, and enhancing the security and confiden-
tiality of information about operations.
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"Al-Sumait: The implementation of gover-
nance in the non-profit sector is a legal duty
and responsibility to protect the charity work

HEN
We welcome civil society organizations to get
acquainted with our experience in governance
and we are ready to provide experts to explain
the governance system

HEN

We have issued 24 policy and procedure man-
uals, and the Board of Directors has approved
13 new governance policies"

go, and that the IICO presents this lecture on its experience in the
area of governance, it presents its model of diligent endeavours
in this area, to distribute the benefit, as he called on any civil so-
ciety organization desires to access the documents of this experi-
ence or benefit from it to apply formally, as the authority is ready
to provide experts to explain this governance system.

In conclusion, he conveyed his fifth message that holds Charity
Organizations a great responsibility in the field of governance in
addition to the responsibility of the government authorities. He
noted that the “Tamkeen” initiative had provided many lectures
and workshops in this area, and that governance is no longer a
luxury, but it has become a requirement of the charity work law
presented to the National Assembly.

legalization of Governance

Within this context, The Director of the Charity Organizations
Department, the Ministry of Affairs, Abdulaziz Al-Ajmi, described
the training activity of the “Tamkeen” initiative to develop the
performance of the workers in the charity works as a distin-
guished activity, as it plays for upgrading the personnel working
in the charity works and governmental sector, enriching their
knowledge, since the launch of this initiative in 2017 under a
partnership agreement occluded between the Ministry of Social
Affairs and the IICO.

By adopting the Consolidation of governance approach, Al-Ajmi
stated that this great development in the initiative performance

"Al-Ajmi: The Ministry of Social Affairs has
developed the Surveillance techniques for
fund-raising and fund transferring in support
of charity work and avoiding suspicion

We seek to develop institutional rules to be
adopted in charity work and to enhance the
values of transparency, integrity and profes-
sionalism in all its operations

We ask the government to accelerate the
promulgation of a charity work law to enhance
the governance and reduce some of negative
practices"

deserves to be appreciated and supported, and to express our
thanks to those who are developing and keeping pace with its
training programs for achieving best practices and addressing
the humanitarian issues, as well as developing their skills, orient-
ing their interests towards the elements of good decision-mak-
ing in Charity organizations and rationalizing their institutional
performance.

He focused on the importance of applying the governance sys-
tem to protect charity work and to enhance its role to raise the
status of the State of Kuwait in the international forums and to be
a center of the humanitarian work. He indicated that the Ministry
of Social Affairs has devolved, over the last years, controls and
conditions for organizing the charity work so as to enhance the
governance system, and has also developed supervisory meth-
ods related to fundraising and fund transfers, in support of the
civilized process of the charity work, and to avoid any suspicion.

In the same context, he continued: the Ministry also has devel-
oped the administrative structure of the charity organizations
by Promulgating the Common Articles of Association, including
the governance of its general assemblies, boards of directors and
decision-making mechanism, as well as its ongoing support to
consolidate the governance principles in the Kuwaiti charity sec-
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Governance

Its experience was presented as a part of “Tamkeen” activities in cooperation with the Ministry of

Social Affairs

The 1ICO and good Governance... ethical rules and
standards and governing policies

The 1ICO aims to adopt effective standards,
measures and procedures in the area of good
governance, as an effort to apply the best
practices, enhance the integrity and transpar-
ency principles, and consolidate the ethical
values that governing charity work.

In order to comply, disclose and disseminate a cul-
ture of comprehensive governance, the training
lecture titled “Modern orientations in the imple-
mentation of the governance on the charity orga-
nizations the International Islamic Charity Organi-
zation (IICO) as a model” which organized by the
“Tamkeen” initiative to develop the performance
of workers in the charity field of the IICO in cooper-
ation with the Ministry of Social Affairs, attended
by 100 trainees, in person and online, from of the
Charity Organizations.

The lecture was presented by the Director of the
Office of Compliance and Risk Management of the
1ICO, Omar Ezz El-Din, regarding the training activ-
ities of the initiative that aims at developing the capacities of the
workers in the charity and humanitarian work and developing
their technical, administrative and institutional skills.

Governance Messages

The purpose of this lecture, which dug deep into the governance
system of the 1ICO, was reflected by the Director General, Eng.
Bader Al-Sumait, through addressing a set of messages to work-
ers in the charity field, the first of which is his acknowledgment
that the charity work cannot be protected without the implemen-
tation of good governance pursuant to the Fundamentalism rule
“Should a duty not be fulfilled except by a matter, that matter be-
comes a duty’, therefore; governance must be legally followed,
and it is also a legal responsibility according to the requirements
of supervisory institutions and international requirements.

The second message addressed by Al-Sumait states that the prin-
ciples of good governance start from the top of the organization,
which is the board of directors, and go through all the elements
of the organization. As he noted that the executive work is not
fall within the competencies of the board of directors, pursuant
to the principle of “separation of powers’, given that the super-
visory and executive work may not meet, and he acknowledged
that the IICO has rendered a decision preventing the members
of the board of directors and the general assembly from holding
any executive position in 11CO.
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"100 of Kuwait's charity sector employees
and leaders were introduced to 1ICO's

. n
governance system and polices

He emphasized that the executive management should not
have any infinence the internal audit and Sharia supervision
woks due to their subordination to the Board of Directors, and
that the latter who appoints the directors of audit and Sharia
supervision.

His third message stated that the IICO had issued 24 policy and
procedure manuals, and enforcement thereof is supervised by the
Planning and Quality Office. These manuals governing all works
of the 11ICO departments and its various sectors, and consolidating
the principles of institutional commitment through the concerted
efforts of the Board of Directors, executive management and em-
ployees in order to develop the performance and adopt the best
practices in conformity with the governance principles.

Regarding the fourth message, the Director General stated that
the Board of Directors had adopted 13 new governance policies,
and that there is a body known as The Office of Compliance and
Risk Management that follows up them through an administra-
tive system. He emphasized that the IICO has a long way left to



According to the its strategies, the I1ICO seeks to establish effec-
tive strategic partnerships with all international, local and re-
gional organizations that intersect with its objectives and goals,
by means of coordination mechanisms and drafting joint pro-
grams and initiatives that benefit and develop all humanity.

Within this context, Al-Sumait stated that the IICO has successful
partnership experiences with many international organizations,
aspiring to enhance the exchange of experiences with part-
ners, integrate the efforts, and achieve more successes on the
ground, in terms of supporting the refugees and displaced peo-
ple around the world, in light of the evolution of the partnership
mechanisms and its connection to the development of human
thought and empowerment of humanitarian institutions.

In his reply to questions and inquiries, the Director General stat-
ed that the Multiple and protracted humanitarian crises require
concerted efforts and the solidarity of humanitarian organiza-
tions in order to increase their response to the growing crises
and meet the requirements of the most needy segments. As he
stressed the importance of the partnership should be based on
strategic foundations and within the focus areas of education
and economic empowerment.

Cooperation Perspectives

On the other hand, UNICEF warmly welcomed this plan according
to the speech of its representative, Al-Tayeb Adam, who affirmed
that the agreement is the first in its kind that was concluded in the
State of Kuwait, and opens up wide Cooperation Perspectives for
joint cooperation in the areas of humanitarian action, the capacity
building, training, studying, researching and exchanging of expe-
riences. Such agreement concluded after long understandings and
dialogues with the IICO, and as a result of common visions and col-
laboration in the light of humanitarian and development support.

He emphasized the importance of concluding this partnership
with one of the largest charities in Kuwait at a time the humanitar-
ian need:s of children are increasing due to new and long-term con-
flicts, the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the increasing poverty
and climate change. As he indicated that this cooperation will allow
UNICEFtoscale-up oflife-savingrelieffor childrenand theirfamilies.

Al-Tayeb commendedthe efforts of the lICOin theareas of education
and mobilization of resources for humanitarian crises, as well as the
hosting of aworkshop in order to coordinate the relief efforts for the
Afghan displaced people, estimated at 5 million displaced people.

Furthermore, he indicated to the Economic Empowerment Pro-
gram for Adolescents and Youth in Sindh Province provided by
“UNICEF” to enhance the capacities of this segment, develop its
skills, and contribute to community development.

Inlight of his assessment of the level of partnership with the 11ICO as
an International Islamic Humanitarian Organization, Al-Tayeb said:
Islamic donors play a major role in the area of humanitarian action,
reducing poverty and achieving sustainable development, and the
IICO is one of the pioneers in those areas. In addition, he indicate
d that his team noted, during the negotiations with the 1ICO, that
the 11ICO has a high level of technical and institutional capacities,
and it is a successful model for humanitarian and development or-
ganizations which aim to achieve sustainable development goals.

Itshouldbe noted that“UNICEF”isworkingin 190 countriesaround
the world with governments, civil society organizations and oth-
er partners all over the world in order to promote the children’s
rightstosurvival, protection,developmentand participation, with
the guidance of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).

Memorandum of Understanding
supports marginalized
communities at the economic,
educational and health levels

The memorandum of understanding signed between the two
parties provides a framework for cooperation in the areas of
supporting children affected by conflict all over the world,
contributing in capacity building, training courses and work-
shops, and innovation to mobilize resources for children’s
programs through participating in the establishment of inno-
vative fund-raising campaigns, and stimulative methods that
mobilize Funding to support programs for children of the 1ICO
and UNICEF, and cooperating to engage relevant national or
international figures, ambassadors, or other notable persons
to support resource mobilization activities.

Under the agreement, the parties hereto seek to do their best
effort to achieve a methodological, scalable and sustainable
change for children, give preference to the most vulnerable
children and adolescents, including youth with special needs,
girls and those belonging to marginalized communities.

The agreement hereby reflects the desire of both parties to
cooperate and work together based upon their experience,
knowledge, networks and prevalence, on a global scale to sup-
port the achievement of the sustainable development goals
of eradicating poverty in all its forms everywhere, ensuring
healthy lives, promoting the well-being for all people at all
ages, and ensuring good, equitable and inclusive education for
all people, as well as promoting lifelong learning opportunities
for all people.

The partnership aims to enhance the inclusive and sustainable
economic growth, full and productive employment and decent
work for all people, and the building of flexible infrastructure,
as well as enhance the inclusive and sustainable industrializa-
tion, promote the innovation, and cooperation to respond to
crises and emergencies affecting children in the Middle East
and North Africa region and beyond.

Members of the UNICEF
delegation attended the MOU
signing ceremony

The MOU signing ceremony was attended by a group of the
1ICO leaders and the UNICEF delegation, which consists of the
UNICEF Representative in the Arab Gulf, Al-Tayeb Adam, the
head of its programs in the State of Kuwait, Tatjana Colin, the
Chairman of partnerships and resource mobilization in Gulf
Area Office (GAO), Firoz Tagi Al-Din, and the director of com-
munication and spokesperson for the UNICEF Regional Office
in the Gulf region, Rafiq Al-Warshafani and the UNICEF director
of partnerships, Hana Hammadi
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Together towards Humanity Development

During the signing ceremony, the representatives of both organizations have expressed their com-

mon development visions.

Memorandum of Understanding between the
[ICO and "UNICEF" to support vulnerable and
marginalized segments around the world

The General Memorandum of Understanding recently
signed between the International Islamic Charity Organiza-
tion (11CO) and the United Nations International Children’s
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) at the IICO headquarter reflects
a new phase of joint cooperation between the two large or-
ganizations in the areas of humanitarian and development
action, and aims to enhance the benefits to the beneficia-
ries of vulnerable and marginalized segments.

The Memorandum of Understanding was signed by the Director
General of the Charity Organization (IICO), Eng. Bader Al-Sumait,
and the Representative of the United Nations International Chil-
dren’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) to the Arabian Gulf, Al-Tayeb
Adam, at the IICO headquarter, a few weeks after the IICO signed
a similar agreement with the United Nations High Commission-
er for Refugees (UNHCR) in the State of Kuwait to support 1000
Pakistani and Afghan refugees within the “Livelihoods” project.

Al-Sumait expressed, during his speech at the signing ceremo-
ny of the memorandum of understanding, the vision of the IICO
regarding the partnership, its determinants and philosophies,
deeming that this step was the culmination of lengthy dialogues
and meetings with UNICEF regarding many projects and initia-
tives presented by the latter, which are currently under study and
evaluation in light of the IICO strategy and orientations.

According to the General Manager, the IICO has reached ad-
vanced stages in studying one of the projects presented by the
UNICEF, the project focuses on the economic empowerment of
youth in the province of Sindh in the Republic of Pakistan, and
aims to train 13,000 young people in many professions and skills
such as digital skills, business management and other fields eli-
gible for the labor market..

He described this project as the first cooperation and common
ground to support the marginalized segments and respond
to their requirements, hoping to support these programs with
fruitful and constructive cooperation in order to achieve com-
mon humanitarian goals and contribute to alleviate the suffer-
ing of vulnerable and marginalized segments.

ThelICO, according toits Director General, holds firm connections
with the specialized international organizations, and UNICEF is
one of these organizations that the 1ICO is proud of being a part-
ner and building bridges of cooperation with it. As he indicated
that partnership had become the most appropriate and realistic
strategic option, as well as the practical response to achieve com-
mon goals, given the acceleration of the humanitarian variables,
and the integrity of this partnership still depends on address-
ing the challenges of practice and fulfilling the commitments.
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"Al-Sumait: We have achieved advanced
stages in studying the Economic Empower-
ment Project in terms of Adolescents and
Youth in Sindh Province

He added that we are proud of being a part-
ner with the international organizations to en-
hance the benefits for the beneficiaries and
the speed of response to humanitarian crises

Furthermore, Partnership is the most realis-
tic option, given the acceleration of the hu-

manitarian variables, as its success depends
on addressing the challenges of practice and

fulfilling the commitments"



Development Projects

41 dinars is the value of one project that made a difference in the lives of the simples

Small projects restore life to 200 poor families

in India

After the Corona pandemic, with its economic and human-
itarian repercussions, robbed them of their sources of live-
lihood, and left them poor and dependent on the people,
asking them for help and assistance, 11CO took the initiative
to realize the dream of 200 poor Muslim families in India by
giving them small projects that generate a stable income,
and dispense them with the question.

The beginning was when the New Delhi-based Al Jamal Educa-
tional Society submitted a study of this project to IICO, and out
of its responsibility, the latter subjected it to evaluation, and
contacted the Kuwaiti embassy to ensure the Society’s abilities
and technical capabilities. The embassy’s response came in the
affirmative, after which the study obtained the approval of 11ICO,
and the concerned authorities were instructed to approve and
implement the project.

The projects presented by the partner society, emerging from
thereality of need, are wooden shops, which were manufactured
locally in carpentry workshops and installed on the outskirts of
the streets and in residential communities. They were supplied
with foodstuffs and other goods, obtained official approvals and
delivered to the heads of poor families.

These micro-projects made a breakthrough in the lives of poor
families, as they contributed to improving their lives, and moved
them from the state of nothingness, humiliation of question and
suffering to life, work and trade. They even constituted success
stories in the field of sustainable development.

The cost of one project with goods amounted to 41 dinars, which
is a small amount in value, but has a great impact and role in re-
viving a family and moving it from a state of need to a decent life.

The importance of these projects lies in empowering poor fami-
lies, providing permanent job opportunities for their heads and
reducing the phenomenon of beggary, as well as providing live-

" providing livelihood sources for 1,000
beneficiaries and transferring them from a
state of need to the loop of work and trade "

lihoods for 1,000 beneficiaries, the total number of beneficiary
families, at a rate of 5 members per family.

The Corona pandemic negatively affected the lives of people in
Indian cities and villages, closing companies and factories, and
a large sector of workers lost their sources of livelihood, which
led to the spread of hunger, lack of daily capabilities, and poor
living conditions.

1ICO took it upon itself to provide productive projects for poor
and vulnerable families in the form of a good loan or non-re-
fundable assistance in order to move them from the stage of
need to production and self-reliance, in the context of its stra-
tegic goal “economic empowerment of those in need and the
Financial Solutions initiative.

In some beneficiary countries, vulnerable families are allowed to
determine the type of project they want on their own. Among
these projects are greenhouse projects, livestock projects, com-
mercial groceries, sewing workshops, plastic manufacturing ma-
chines, beauty salons and others.

Al Jamal Educational Society is concerned with seasonal proj-
ects represented in the sacrifice projects, breakfast for fasting
Muslims and distribution of winter clothing, as well as providing
educational opportunities for poor Muslim girls.
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