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and vulnerable groups of society, and making a quantum leap
in rural development, by considering that almost 80% of Niger’s
population are residing in rural areas.

“In order to achieve these objectives, the Higher Authority of
Wagqf seeks for organizing an international conference on the
endowment investment in Niger this year, for which all member
states in OIC are called to participate in, under the auspices of
OIC and the Islamic Development Bank’, She added.

Diallo stated that the establishment of the Higher Authority of Wagf
made Niger a destination for Islamic Social Finance, especially be-
cause 99% of the Niger’s population are Muslims, having a 40-year-
old Islamic University affiliated to OIC, a 40-year-old Islamic Bank,
and a 13-story endowment commercial building which contains an
accommodation for female students of 23 African states.

The Leaders of Kuwaiti Charitable Work had valuable discussions
on the priorities of the Nigerian Endowment within the upcom-
ing stage, whether there any endowments prior to the establish-
ment of the Authority, or a media platform. The Discussions also
tackled challenges of Waqf System in Niger and its connection to
judicial, security, and economic systems, as well as guarantees
which are considered a protection for endowment projects and
encourages Waqf maker to enter Niger.

In her answers to inquiries and questions of Kuwaiti Charitable
Societies and Organizations, Diallo asserted that Niger’s Higher
Authority of Waqf is a recently established organization which is
incorporated only two years ago, and critically needs to benefit
from the expertise of the Kuwaiti organizations in developing
Endowment project case studies, the approaches of managing
endowments, and quick response to support and finance some
of its charitable projects such as Endowment Investment Fund,
Orphans’ Families Support Project, and Economic Empowerment
of Society’s Vulnerable Groups.

Diallo stated that the Delegation’s tour in several Asian and Afri-
can states yielded numerous MOUs and MOCs, all in addition to
the entities which expressed their tendency to sign partnership
agreements after accepting some conditions.

It is noteworthy that the Niger’s Government has honored IICO of-
fice in Niger in appreciation to its efforts in social development and
fighting poverty in Niger. The 1ICO office has recently implemented
several major developmental projects benefited tens of thousands
of needy people, the most prominent of which is 5 complementary
typical villages, an educational community, and diverse of small de-
velopmental projects designed to combat unemployment spread-
ing among youth and scarcity of the state’s resources.
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Niger’s Higher Authority of Waqf is a governmental authority
founded in February 2022 to administer the tasks of manag-
ing public endowments in Niger and supervise other differ-
ent endowments, as it is an administrative authority works
under the supervisions of Observation and Guidance Council.

2030 Vision: Promoting endowments to be the main contrib-
utor in a systematic social solidarity and the first activist in
the sustainable socioeconomic containment for the most vul-
nerable population in an interdependent Nigerian society.

Strategic Objectives: mobilizing financial and technical
resources appropriate to containment and collaborative
financial nature, and making it an advanced innovated
mechanism on which the country can rely on to achieve the
goals of socioeconomic containment for the most vulnerable
groups, ensuring adherence to Islamic finance principles till
achieving the population welfare, and provide opportunity
to all natural and legal personalities wishing to contribute in
promoting social services and benefiting the public interest
through giving perennial charity.

The Higher Authority of Waqf has powers to obtain endow-
ment’s establishment instruments from the notary public
and all documents stipulated, manage the public endow-
ments, encourage and facilitate making endowments es-
pecially public endowments, observe and supervise family,
common, and public-benefit endowments, ensure using the
endowment in accordance with the endowment maker wish,
and update endowed assets registration book to ensure the
effectiveness of performing tasks dedicated to it, work on
protecting and maintaining the endowed assets.

Nigerian Endowment Action sectors: Education,
Health, Commerce, and Agriculture

The Niger’s Higher Authority of Waqf works actively in sev-
eral sectors including education which cares for financing
schools, university cities, grants, students’ accommodation,
incurring teachers’ salaries as well as infrastructure sector
specialized in digging wells, expanding water distribution
pipe networks to poor neighborhoods, constructing bridg-
es, and street lighting.

It is also concerned in agriculture sector which helps rural
poor families to earn income from endowing agricultural
lands to poor families or orphans to make use of it to their
favor, provide amounts of seeds for the favor of poor farmers
lacking sufficient money to purchase sufficient amounts, as
well as Health sector which pay special attention to estab-
lishing endowment hospitals, medical equipment, and phar-
macies ensures the continuity of the services.

Business sector is also considered one of the essential Nige-
rian endowment sectors, through using the endowment as
a business activity, practiced by the beneficiary of the en-
dowment. The endowment in such case shall comprise all
endowed properties such as buildings, equipment, and tools
necessary to practice the business activity. In several coun-
tries, the Endowment plots are used to establish shopping
malls, banks, and hotels projects as such projects participates
in operation on a wide scale, and provide a considerable in-
come to finance medium-sized and small-sized contracts.



Al-Mutawa expressed his thanks and appreciation to the leaders and
representatives of Kuwaiti Charitable Organizations for accepting in-
vitation and their keenness to participate by enriching the meeting
through their interventions, questions, and suggestions on develop-
ing the Niger’s Waqf portfolio, and legalizing its projects in order to
protect and keep its sustainability and maximize its effect.

In the opening speech of that meeting, Al-Mutawa said that this
meeting is an important opportunity to share experiences and
open new prospects for cooperation and coordination, within
the common humanitarian goals, efforts on supporting the en-
dowment projects in the State of Niger.

“Through presence in Niger, via our regional office established
since 1987, the IICO seeks to provide all forms of humanitarian
, developmental, educational, and cultural support for the most
vulnerable groups in Niger within our strategic approach aiming
at building human, and to economically, culturally, and educa-
tionally empower them, to become effective in their communi-
ty”, Al-Mutawa said.

For his part, Dr. Al-Ghabed expressed his joy with this visit to Ku-
wait, and aspiration to benefit from the Kuwaiti experiment in
managing endowments to improve his country’s nascent expe-
rience in endowment field. Al-Ghabed praised the Kuwaiti chari-
table and endowment endeavors, and the evident Kuwaiti lead-
ership in charitable and humanitarian actions internationally.

He pointed that Kuwait has unique and rich field experience in
charity, which made the Charitable Work Super Stars, most no-
tably Dr. Abdurrahman Al -Sumait, one of most prominent char-
itable work leaders.

For her part, the Director-General of the Higher Authority of
Wagf, Khadija Diallo demonstrated the objective of the visit
saying: “we are visiting Kuwait to end a promotional tour for Ni-
ger’s Higher Authority of Waqf projects; which includes several
pioneer countries in the endowment field, to review the Kuwaiti
model and make use of the expertise of Kuwaiti charitable and
humanitarian organizations which are highly skilled in managing
endowments, as well as charitable and humanitarian action.”

In a presentation about the Niger’s Higher Authority of Waqf, Di-
allo denoted that the Authority was established in 2020 under
a presidential Decree in order to promote the charitable work
in Niger and make it a developmental sustainable work, spread
Wagf Culture among the community members, combat pover-
ty and decrease social differences, and manage endowments
affairs, pointing that the Higher Authority of Waqf has estab-
lished an endowment fund inspired by the Kuwaiti endowment
model to support families of orphans, widows, and martyrs.

Diallo drew attention that the Higher Authority of Wagf aims at
maximizing the effect of the charitable work and sustaining its
resources by 2030, in addition to raising necessary funds to fill
the gaps in the social sectors affecting the citizens’ lives such as
Health and education sectors, economically empowering youth

Dr. Al-Maatouq is reviewing the Nigercs
Endowment Experiment

The 1ICO Chairman, Dr. Abdullah Al-Maatouq has received
the Niger’s Higher Authority of Waqf under presidency of
the Chairman of IICO Observation and Guidance Council, the
Niger’s Former Prime Minister, the Former Secretariat-Gen-
eral of OIC, Dr. Hamed Al-Ghabed and his accompanying
delegation, and in presence of the Acting General Director,
Abdul Rahman Al-Mutawa.

The meeting discussed the visit goals, first of which work-
ing on development of the Nigerian Endowment portfolio,
reviewing the Kuwait’s experiment, mobilizing resources
and grants to support economic and social development
projects.

In the same context, during his visit to Kuwait, Dr. Al-Gh-
abed met the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kuwait
H.E the Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi, and handed him
a letter from the President of Niger to HRH Emir of Kuwait
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and expressed
therein brotherly feelings and friendship between the two
countries.

The Nigerian Ambassador in Kuwait Gives
Credit to the Effective Participation of
Charitable and Endowment Action Leadership

The Ambassador of Niger in Kuwait, H.E Ousseini Tinni ex-
pressed his sincere thanks and gratitude to the IICO for host-
ing his country’s delegation, the engaging presence and
effective participation of the representatives of Kuwaiti en-
dowment and charitable organizations during meeting with
the Nigerian delegation, and providing a chance to spot the
nascent experience of the Higher Authority of Wagf, and ex-
ploiting the expertise of the Kuwaiti governmental authori-
ties and Charitable organizations working in that field, and
support its efforts to directing endowment work to service
the social development endeavors in Niger.

Tinni added that the Embassy will be always prepared and
supportive for all efforts exerted in response to the same all
the time, in addition to overcoming all difficulties to achieve
common goals of the Niger’s Higher Authority of Waqgf and
Supportive governmental bodies and Charitable organiza-
tions in Kuwait.
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Charity Meetings

The International Islamic Charity Organization (IICO) hosts a meeting in the presence of charitable leaders in Kuwait

The Delegation of Niger's Higher Authority of
Waqf Reviews the Kuwaiti Endowment Experience

In the light of its firm pursuit to develop the
capabilities of partner institutions in the en-
dowment and charitable field, the IICO hosted
a delegation of the Niger’s Higher Authority of
Wadf, to review the pioneering Kuwaiti experi-
ence in the field of endowment, through hold-
ing numerous meetings with the concerned in-
stitutions, and sharing experiences regarding
preparation for the International Conference
on Endowment Investment, to be held in Ni-
ger this year 2023, under the auspices of the
President of the Republic of Niger, Muhammad
Bazoum, and in cooperation with The Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the Is-
lamic Development Bank.

Through its Afro-Asian tour which included several

countries experienced in Endowment field including Kuwait, the
Niger’s Delegation seeks to promote a set of endowment proj-
ects which target strengthening partnerships among govern-
mental, private, and charitable sectors, opening new prospects
for cooperation, coordination, and partnership with Kuwaiti
Charitable entities in order to attract more humanitarian inter-
ventions and charitable projects to support the humanitarian
status in the Niger.

In this context, the IICO hosted the introduction, coordination,
and experiences sharing meeting in its headquarter under presi-
dency of the IICO Acting General Director, Abdul Rahman Al-Mu-
tawa, and presence of the Chairman of IICO Observation and
Guidance Council, the Niger’s Former Prime Minister, the For-
mer Secretariat-General of OIC, Dr. Hamed Al-Ghabed, and his
accompanying delegation, the Ambassador of Niger in Kuwait,
H.E Ousseini Tinni, and group of Kuwaiti charitable and human-
itarian action leaders.

Al-Mutawa warm heartedly welcomed the Niger’s Delegation
conveying the greetings of both IICO Chairman, Dr. Abdullah
Al-Maatouq and the Director-General Eng. Badr Al-Sumait hop-
ing that their visit to Kuwait achieve success within the context
of fruitful constructive cooperation which yields great benefits
to the marginalized and most needy groups in Niger.
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is Opening New Prospects for Coopera-
tion and Partnership and Bringing in more
Humanitarian Interventions in its Country
is One of the Objectives of the Niger Dele-
gation's Visit

Al-Mutawa: We are working through our
office to provide all types of humanitarian,
developmental, educational and cultural
support to the most vulnerable groups in
Niger™

Niger is a Poor Country with Huge
Unexploited Resources

The Republic of Niger is a landlocked country, does not have
any coasts lies at west of Africa, which is amongst the poor-
est and least developed countries in the world; 80% of Ni-
ger’s surface areas is desert, in addition to deterioration of
health sector, poor education level, and lack of appropriate
infrastructure, all of these necessitates provoked taking such
actions to develop the Endowment portfolio in Niger which
has critical and significant role in supporting sustainable de-
velopment endeavors.

Despite being a poor country, Niger has huge unexploited
resources, and had endowments named Hubous one day,
but the French occupation canceled it within the policy of
francizing the Niger and spreading the French culture.



He pointed out that the Tarahom Team is a Youth Voluntary
Relief Team bearing the slogan “As one body’, and it sets out
among the displaced and refugee communities to mitigate their
suffering and meet their basic needs, including shelter, educa-
tion, health and psychological care.

On his part, Dr. Othman Al-Asfoor thanked the 1ICO for adopting
such pioneering distinctive projects, as this project is the first
of its kind in the Middle East that addresses the psychological
and social impacts of the devastating earthquake on the Syrian
refugees in Turkey and northern Syria.

Dr. Al-Asfoor explained that the center has a technical staff
consists of 15 psychiatrists and medical consultants, who will
provide their services, which will include psychotherapy, so-
cial counseling and PTSD treatment, to all those affected by
the earthquake of all categories, mainly children, mothers and
widows, as statistics indicate that nearly 2 million children were
affected by those disaster.

Al-Asfour added: We are working on carrying out this project in
coordination with the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Social Af-
fairs and in cooperation with a number of Syrian charities in Tur-
key as well as some universities specialized in this field. Moreover,
the center will also include a center for research and studies to
document the experience and evaluate and measure its impact.

Al-Asfoor said the center’s mission is about providing counsel-
ing and treatment services to the Syrian people; including all
categories and sects, in order to build a family community with
strong psychological health, and a cohesive society that is aware
of its cause and homeland, and able to confront the recent de-
velopments in a safe family that provides its members with
psychological, social, educational, health and economic atmo-
sphere which is suitable, cooperative and without a hitch.

Besides, the center provides an integrated program to provide
specialized training and psychological treatment for the affect-
ed people, including all age and occupational groups, and edu-
cational levels. For the purpose of mission, the center mobilizes
a group of qualified experts and specialists who have knowl-
edge, expertise, and experience to train and qualify the Syrian
psychological staff.

Furthermore, the center is keen to support the resilience of
families in which social relations have been disturbed, wheth-
er between spouses or children, through providing counseling,
training, information and treatment programs aimed at rehabil-
itating these families to become again a suitable environment
for creating generations of sound mind, soul and behavior.

It also provides the community with specialized services, in-
cluding research, studies, training and information programs,

Enhancing the mental health of earthquake
victims and supporting survival methods

The center aims to alleviate the severity of trauma experienced
by the earthquake victims by appropriate psychological inter-
vention, preparing cadres to provide psychological services to
trauma survivors through training, supervision, establishing
a center that provides psychological services to those need
continuous psychological treatment, studying the psycholog-
ical impact of the earthquake on victims, and implementing
awareness programs to support the mental health for the com-
munity members.

Moreover, the project also aims to provide the “ Survival Meth-
ods” program to help those affected to adapt after the earth-
quake, develop new mechanisms for treating trauma, and save
Syrian children by providing them with appropriate care and
helping them to enjoy their childhood, exercise their legiti-
mate rights, and to be effective and productive members of so-
ciety. In addition to spreading and developing the sound psy-
chological culture by circulating the preventive mental health
practices in the society.

to create a healthy psychological climate in the community as a
whole, so that a feeling of stability prevails, and the community’s
productive capabilities unleashed. Thus, the society increases its
self-confidence, deals with the present realistically and positive-
ly, and looks to the future with full of hope and confidence.

The project came after carrying out scientific and field studies
on the effects of trauma resulting from the crises that swept the
Syrian society. In addition, the field and theoretical studies rec-
ommended the need to provide urgent psychological, social and
health services (for children, adults, spouses and elderly) who
suffer from psychosocial and behavioral disorders, as a result of
their continuous exposure to trauma and psychological disorders.

Scientific studies and research concluded that most Syrians have
been experienced trauma, and as a result, 69% of children and
their families suffer from psychological and social disorders.

The German university conducted a study on Syrian refugee chil-
dren who arrived in Munich to know about their psychological
state after long suffering as a result of watching scenes of war,
exposing to torture and death cruises. The study revealed that
one-fifth of Syrian children suffer from psychological disorders.

The study of “Volker Moll’, the Professor of Social Pediatrics at
the University, showed that Syrian children suffer from PTSD,
which involved 100 children, while 30% try to resist serious men-
tal problems. Accordingly, it was necessary to establish special-
ized and qualified centers managed by psychological and social
units, that have high professionalism to provide psychological,
social and health care to all who need it among the Syrian peo-
ple, including all segments and categories.

The center additionally has a future vision represented in ex-
panding the circle of its activities regarding providing psycho-
logical, social and health care services in Syria, Turkey, Jordan
and Lebanon, and completing the rest of its units and activities,
including establishing a psychological laboratory that meets the
requirements of psychological work, a specialized psychological
clinic concerned with the field of psychiatry, centers for trauma
treatment and a center providing psychological counseling Ser-
vices by phone in many areas in Syria.
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Psychological Centers

Following the scientific studies of the effects of displacement and refugee shocks and natural disasters.

Psychosocial Support Center.. A distinctive project
to treat earthquake victims in Turkey and Syria

The International Islamic Charitable Organization (1ICO), in co-
operation with the Tarahom Volunteer Team operating under
its auspices, launched the Psychosocial Support Center proj-
ect to eliminate the psychological effects of those who had
experienced trauma and psychological disorders as a result of
the devastating earthquake that swept southern Turkey and
northern Syria last February, by providing them with preven-
tive, counseling, rehabilitative and therapeutic support.

The lICO held a press conference at its headquarters to announce
this new project, attended by the IICO’s Acting General Director,
Abdul Rahman Al-Mutawa, the Head of Tarahom Team, Nasser
Al-Bassam, and the Head of the Psychological Support Team in
Tarahom Team, the Consultant Psychiatrist, Dr. Othman Al-As-
foor, and a group of journalists and leaders of the IICO.

The number of beneficiaries of the project, which is the largest of
its kind in the Middle East, is estimated at 60,000. It is managed
by a Kuwaiti Academic Team with long experience in managing
psychological crises and implementing rapid intervention pro-
grams to support victims of natural and unnatural disasters.

The project aims to provide psychological and social services to the
Syrian people, who have been suffering the torment of war, destruc-
tion, killing and displacement for years, in addition to the repercus-
sions of the earthquake, to save the Syrian society from collapse, and
to help it to withstand in order to become a normal and productive
society to be capable of adapting to the current conditions of life.

During his speech at the conference, Al-Mutawa described the
project as one of the important and distinctive activities of Tar-
ahom Volunteer Team in the face of the Syrian crisis and its psy-
chological repercussions on the vulnerable segments.

He added: Tarahom Volunteer Team is one of the most notable
voluntary teams that operate under the 1ICO’s auspices, indi-
cating that the team has launched nearly 110 relief trips to the
affected areas to provide relief to refugees and victims of calam-
ities in many countries.

He noted that the IICO has come a long way in arranging the vol-
unteer field, by establishing a department for volunteer work in
2015 to be an administrative umbrella for its voluntary teams
and initiatives, and organized the partnership relationship with
it through a set of administrative, information and financial pro-
cedures, controls and policies to achieve an effective institutional
communication, for carrying out a professional voluntary prac-
tice based on scientific principles and international standards.

Al-Mutawa said that the IICO embraces 36 voluntary teams and
initiatives, which include a selection of the best sons and daugh-
ters of Kuwait, who are up to 818 male and female activists. Over
the course, they presented role models in giving, creativity, sac-
rifice and selflessness, and made sincere and tireless efforts to
alleviating the suffering of the fragile and afflicted societies.

He appreciated the efforts made by the voluntary teams and
initiatives that, during the years 2021-2022, culminated with
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"AI-Mutawa: We look to the future of the
volunteer work with hope and optimism in
terms of planning, evaluation, implemen-
tation and maximization of impact"

revenues amounting to nearly 3 million dinars, and 94 projects,
which had a great impact on the lives of more than 4 and a half
million people in 22 countries.

Based on its strategic vision 2022-2026, the 1ICO seeks to en-
hance the role of voluntary teams and initiatives and promote
their efforts, looking forward with hope and optimism to a bet-
ter future for institutional volunteer work in terms of planning,
evaluation, implementation and maximization of impact.

Moreover, Al-Mutawa expressed sincere thanks and apprecia-
tion to the volunteers for their pioneering and distinguished role
in this field, and for providing wonderful examples of sacrifice,
giving and altruism, complying with the Quranic verse “We feed
you only for the countenance of Allah. We wish not from you re-
ward or gratitude”.

On his part, Nasser Al-Bassam expressed his thanks and appreci-
ation to the state’s ministries and bodies, including the Ministries
of Foreign Affairs and Social Affairs, for their great role in support-
ing the team’s activity and charitable work in general, stressing
the importance of the rapid intervention by the Psychological
Support Team for Syrian refugees who have experienced the re-
percussions of displacement, asylum and earthquake crises.

In addition, he praised the efforts made by the Kuwaiti diplo-
matic missions in various countries of the world in eliminating
all obstacles faced by those responsible for Kuwaiti charitable
work, and facilitating the access of the Kuwaiti volunteers and
the assistance of charitable people to refugees, the vulnerable
and the needy.



through the neighboring countries of the Republic of Sudan,
where resorting to the border countries; Such as: Chad, Egypt,
South Sudan, Ethiopia, and other countries likely to receive ref-
ugees if the conflict extends, as refugees in those countries are
expected to suffer from challenges related to their living capabil-
ities in unfamiliar environments.

Al-Sumait referred that previous experiences of humanitarian
interventions in conflict areas reflected the justified concerns
of many humanitarian organizations; especially in terms of the
safety and security of its operating field crews, and its ability to
deliver humanitarian support to the deserving groups in an effi-
cient and effective manner.

In order to mitigate the effects of those risks expected in this
type of intervention, Al-Sumait called for urgent and serious in-
tervention by governments and international organizations on
both sides of the conflict in the Republic of Sudan in order to
stop the violence affecting civilians, and to enforce respect for
the principles of humanitarian action; foremost among them en-
suring that aid reaches those in need.

He stressed the importance of full coordination with the official
authorities inside Sudan, including The Federal Humanitarian
Aid Commission and its branches in each state, as well as with
the authorities of those states directly, in addition to coordina-
tion with the United Nations Program for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs and United Nations agencies, with the help
of humanitarian work laws, and the exercise of all necessary ef-
forts to obtain appropriate guarantees that allow humanitarian
organizations to carry out their roles without any threat.

He emphasized the necessity of transporting materials and
needs provided by humanitarian organizations under the direct
supervision of the official authorities, and through approved
transport companies with appropriate experience in securing
transportation in similar circumstances to ensure that it reaches
its beneficiaries, and that it does not fall into the wrong hands.

Al-Sumait hinted that the raging armed conflict within the states
and populated areas has caused increasing numbers of victims
day after day, and an almost total collapse of the basic infrastruc-
ture, especially the health infrastructure necessary to preserve
and save souls, which is crucial in reducing the high number of
deaths, with a sharp decline in the ability to provide basic ser-
vices, and the numbers of forcibly displaced persons that are
expected to increase; whether from the internally displaced to
safer areas, or from refugees to other countries.

He added: Any quick and inevitable action by humanitarian or-
ganizations shall be supported by immediate action by govern-
ments and international organizations to stop the bloodshed,
extend a helping hand to the vulnerable and needy, and pre-
vent a long-term and imminent humanitarian catastrophe in the
event that the current pace of conflict continues.

The Director General appreciated the principles of the Humani-
tarian Coalition to support the humanitarian situation in Sudan.
He affirmed the readiness of 1ICO to cooperate with the partners
who call for it, in order to save and protect lives, and mitigate the
effects of the conflict on civilians to the maximum extent possible.

He sincerely thanked the Humanitarian Forum teamwork, head-
ed by Dr. Hani Al-Banna, for their efforts in the framework of co-
ordinating humanitarian action, and for his generous initiative
of calling for this humanitarian coalition for Sudan, and he also
thanked all participants who responded to the initiative.

A Group of Humanitarian Leaders
Participated in the Forum

_-'—;\1 =3\ L s,
v 9 <& G

sl ey iy 283 (71 T3]
e b pad — q.---'u.--'f-n.u-.l o B i L A el
i
[T ] L T
-—l,u--"_.-ﬂ.m-l Aqi.,JuI..pl i ] — e R s

b !

®aa

iyl e A (1l i hﬁﬁﬂﬁ; il i il ks
gl Nt TP il lyupii & [LLITHE PRT, P Sy, alef il gl
el e | by milg -
Y
- .
s jdobsibe Fo B 3000 fuarl i
Thm | e B e s gl ey i i i g
Lot
-
Y. e
4 gl
iyl v 3 cayty ol el SR 3 Ry el e
. et 2l [P A o

The Coalition expressed its hope that it will include everyone
who wishes to contribute financial and logistical support or ex-
perience and guidance.

The Coalition operates as a humanitarian gathering, separate
from any political or partisan alignments, and hopes, in light of
the horrific void resulted from the crisis, to constitute a launch-
ing pad for humanitarian action that supports the Sudanese,
and attracts supporters and donors to support the Sudanese
people in their ordeal.

Therich interventions of the President of the World Humanitar-
ian Action Forum, Dr. Hani Al-Banna, and the Director General
of I1ICO, Eng. Bader Al-Sumait, Advisor to the High Commission-
er and Representative of the United Nations High Commission-
er for Refugees (UNHCR) to the GCC countries Khaled Khalifa,
and CEO of Qatar Charity Yousef Al-Kuwari.

The list of speakers also included the Chairman of the Board
of Directors of Mercy International - The Association of Social
Reform, Yahya Al-Aqili, and the Vice President of the Regional
Network for Social Responsibility in Qatar, Dr. Ali Al Ibrahim,
Director of Operations at Direct Aid Society in Kuwait Nabil
Al-Terkait, Director of International Relief and Development
Sector at Qatar Red Crescent Mohammed Salah, and Professor
of Human Studies Department at Hamad University in Qatar,
Dr. Mustafa Othman, Executive Director of the Islamic Charity
Forum Fadi Itani, Former Assistant Secretary-General for Hu-
manitarian Affairs of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
Ata Al-Manan Bakhit, and Representative of the Humanitarian
Aid Commission Ahmed Othman
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Humanitarian Forums

Launch an appeal to quickly provide urgent aid and mobile health services

The Humanitarian Coalition for Sudan.. A humanitarian
hub to support the people affected by conflict

The Humanitarian Coalition for Sudan called on
the international community and donors to quickly
provide urgent humanitarian aid to the Sudanese
people, and to establish mobile health services and
field hospitals in the affected Sudanese cities and
regions.

This humanitarian appeal was launched by the inter-
national humanitarian forum organized by The World
Humanitarian Action Forum, on the dimensions of
the humanitarian situation in Sudan, with the par-
ticipation of a group of representatives of the United
Nations specialized agencies, Gulf and international
humanitarian organizations, and a number of actors
and experts in the humanitarian field, who felt their
humanitarian responsibility and duty regarding the
conflict in Sudan and its humanitarian repercussions.

On May 8 of this year, the Coalition organized a humanitarian
meeting via the “Zoom” application on the dimensions of the hu-
manitarian situation in Sudan, and the importance of the human-
itarian response to support the Sudanese people in their ordeal,
in which it warned of catastrophic consequences of the armed
conflict and the exacerbation of the humanitarian situation.

The Coalition appealed to the parties to the conflict to prevail
the interests of Sudan over personal interests, to spare it the
scourge of destruction and fragmentation, and to neutralize
housing, health and educational facilities and infrastructure
from the conflict.

It urged the neighboring countries of Sudan and the Gulf states
to send urgent health and medical aid, and called on the active
humanitarian organizations in Sudan to coordinate with the Co-
alition in providing aid, in addition to appealing to the respon-
sible authorities to work to ensure their security, freedom of
movement and the implementation of their programs.

From his part, 1ICO Director General, Eng. Badr Al-Sumait, in his
intervention, said that the 1ICO is distinguished by the presence
of one of its ten most important regional offices around the
world in Sudan, which is an advantage that enables it to play
a tangible role in this aspect, in light of the office’s cooperation
with 11 partners from national organizations registered and ac-
credited by the Sudan Humanitarian Aid Commission and an ex-
tended network of nationwide volunteer teams and individuals.

He continued: Our office provided an assessment of the human-
itarian situation and its developments, in which it warned of its
seriousness, the increasing humanitarian needs of the internally
displaced in particular, and identified the needs and priority ar-
eas for humanitarian intervention.

According to our office in Sudan, the possible interventions can
be classified according to the level of risk to direct humanitarian
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WAl - Sumait: 1ICO is characterized by
having one of its ten most important re-
gional offices around the world in Sudan

Representatives of UN agencies and hu-
manitarian organizations appeal to the
parties to the conflict to spare Sudan the
scourge of destruction

HENR

The 1ICO's office in Sudan provides an
assessment of the humanitarian situation
in Sudan and its developments, and warns
of the danger of its exacerbation!

intervention in conflict areas; the most prominent of which are
the states: Khartoum, Khartoum North, and Darfur, recognizing
that this type of intervention entails a high risk, requiring careful
coordination with the concerned official authorities, finding safe
passages, and declaring a truce that must be adhered to.

Al-Sumait referred to the indirect humanitarian intervention
in the safe areas, where internal displacement is in each of the
states: River Nile, Gezira, and Red Sea, and they are in urgent
need to provide shelter, daily living needs, medical supplies, and
other necessary needs for the displaced.

He referred to a third type of indirect humanitarian intervention
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authorities, and the IICO receives periodic reports on the
programme.

In addition to the IICO and the Islamic Development Bank,
the Islamic Solidarity Fund, the Global Muslim Philan-
thropy Fund for Children, SPARK Organization, Shaikh
Abdullah Al Nouri Charity Society, Abu Dhabi Investment
Group and a number of other partners participate in the
programme.

The programme seeks to enable half a million refugee and
displaced children in host communities to be enrolled in
(normal/ smart) public education, improve 40,000 devel-
opmental skills for its participants, provide an opportu-
nity for 100,000 students to be enrolled in higher edu-
cation, provide 30,000 trainees with job opportunities,
provide psychological and social support for 70% of the
participants, and enhance the quality of life for 50% of
the trainees.

The programme also aims at reducing poverty, improving
the livelihood of refugees, internally displaced persons
and their host communities in the member countries of
the IsDB Group, increasing and improving developmen-
tal skills, providing job opportunities for refugee and
displaced youth, providing smart education to increase
enrollment in basic education for refugee and displaced
children through online education and blended learning,
increasing access to higher education to provide better
academic opportunities for refugee and displaced per-
sons, supporting entrepreneurship for refugee and dis-
placed youth, and enhancing the quality of their life.

The IICO had earlier launched a project to address learn-
ing difficulties among Syrian refugees, in strategic part-
nership with the Islamic Development Bank, the Islamic
Solidarity Fund, and the Society for Human Excellence, at
a total cost of more than two million US dollars, with the
aim of serving 15,000 male and female students and 2,000
teachers in Lebanon, Jordan, and the Syrian interior.

The IsDB Group annual meetings are an important plat-
form for global leaders, policymakers, development ac-
tors, and other stakeholders to come together and dis-
cuss critical development issues. This year’s meetings will

also include the Private Sector Forum, hosted by the IsDB
Group entities, including the Islamic Corporation for the
Insurance of Investment and Export Credit (ICIEC), the In-
ternational Islamic Trade Finance Corporation (ITFC), and
the Islamic Corporation for the Development of the Pri-
vate Sector (ICD).

The 4-day meetings included high-level plenary sessions,
interactive panel discussions, technical sessions and side
events covering a wide range of topics, including poverty
alleviation, infrastructure development, health, educa-
tion, food security, climate change, and innovation.

The annual meetings provide a platform for the mem-
ber countries to present their development projects and
initiatives, and to strengthen partnerships to achieve
impactful results, in addition to the official programme.
They also provide opportunities for communication,
knowledge exchange and participation with internation-
al leaders and experts in the field of development, while
creating an exhibition space dedicated to presenting the
innovative projects and initiatives of the IsDB Group, and
the achievements and success stories of its member coun-
tries, in addition to hosting a variety of relevant person-
alities, including ministers from 57 member countries,
senior governmental officials, heads of international or-
ganizations, and representatives from the private sector,
the civil society, the academic community, and the media.

Further, the event provides an environment conducive to
dialogue and cooperation, in an effort to produce work-
able solutions to promote comprehensive and sustain-
able development in the member countries of the IsDB
Group which continues to carry out its mission to pro-
mote the economic and social development of its mem-
ber countries.

It is noteworthy that the Islamic Development Bank holds
an “AAA" rating given by the major rating agencies, and it
is a multilateral development bank that has been working
for more than 49 years to enhance the life quality of the
communities it serves by making a wide impact. It brings
together 57 countries on 4 continents. Its mission is to en-
able people to take charge of their economic and social
progress, and develop the infrastructure that helps them
benefit from their potential.

The headquarters of the Islamic Development Bank is lo-
cated in Jeddah, and it has regional centers and centers
of excellence in 11 of its member countries. It has evolved
over the years from a single entity to a group of 5 enti-
ties, namely: the Islamic Development Bank, the Islamic
Development Bank Institute concerned with research and
training issues, the Islamic Corporation for the Insurance
of Investment and Export Credit (ICIEC), the Islamic Cor-
poration for the Development of the Private Sector (ICD),
and the International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation

(ITFC).
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Strategic Partnerships

In order to empower half a million refugees educationally and improve 40,000 developmental skills

International Islamic Charity Organization and
Islamic Development Bank .. A New Educational
Partnership to Support Forcibly Displaced People

The International Islamic Charity Or-
ganization (lICO) has concluded its
participation in the annual meetings
of the Islamic Development Bank
Group (IsDB Group) by signing a
partnership agreement to support
the Tamheer Skills, Training and Edu-
cation Programme (STEP) run by the
Bank to assist the forcibly displaced
people in Islamic countries.

The agreement was signed on behalf
of the IICO by its chairman, Special
Adviser of the UN Secretary-General,
Dr. Abdulla Al Matouq, and on be-
half of the Bank by its representative,
Dr. Mansour Mukhtar, in the presence of Chairman of the
IsDB Group, Dr. Muhammad bin Suleiman Al-Jasser.

The agreement was concluded on the sidelines of the
annual meetings of the IsDB Group, which were held in
Jeddah under the auspices of the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz, under the ti-
tle “Establishing Partnerships to Prevent Crises”, with the
aim of strengthening international development frame-
works towards achieving comprehensive sustainability in
the development sectors to contribute to achieving social
and economic growth all over the world.

The IICO participated in the annual meetings with a del-
egation that included Dr. Al - Matouq and Acting General
Manager/ Abdulrahman Al-Mutawa, based on its strategy
that seeks to achieve economic empowerment for those
in need, build and develop their capabilities, provide
educational opportunities for the neediest groups, and
achieve educational outcomes for them, in addition to
its belief in the importance of effective partnerships that
aim at facing humanitarian challenges and crises.

The budget of the programme is estimated at USD 100
million, and the IICO contributes to financing it with a
grant of USD 5 million to be provided over 5 years. While
the Islamic Bank and the Solidarity Fund fully manage the
programme, a higher supervisory committee comprising
the IICO and other shareholders is responsible for se-
lecting the programmes, target countries and executive
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"The training programme provides educa-
tional opportunities for 100,000 university
students and job opportunities for 30,000
trainees

HEN

It also provides psychological and social

support to 70% of the trainees and helps to
enhance the quality of life for 50% of them™m




Relief Projects

Under slogan of “Kuwait Beside You” and In cooperation with Tarahom Volunteer Team

[ICO lays the cornerstone of "Kuwait AlKhair"
Village for Displaced Yemenis

Under the patronage of the 1ICO, Tarahom Volunteer Team
finished the works of a new relief convoy to Yemen under
slogan of “Kuwait Beside You”, within which the cornerstone
for the second phase of “Kuwait AlKhair” Village project was
laid to accommodate displaced families in Mocha Direc-
torate at Yemeni Taiz Governorate, in presence of group of
high-ranking Yemeni Officials and the Team members.

After his return from the relief journey, Tarahom Volunteer Team
Leader, Nasser Al-Bassam said in a press release that the second
phase of Kuwait AlKhair Village for housing displaced people
comprised 120 housing units designed for accommodating 720
displaced Yemenis, indicating that it is supposed to finish in 12
months maximum.

Al-Bassam denoted that every housing unit is consisted of two
bedrooms, a toilet, a kitchen, and a yard. The IICO intends to
provide the village, which is built on 28,800 square meters, with
solar energy system, a sewage network, and other facilities such
as school, clinic, etc.

Al-Bassam also said that the project is executed with the works
of “Kuwait Beside You” Campaign started eight years ago to miti-
gate the Yemeni brothers suffering through building safe houses
ensuring they are enjoying a dignified life, protecting them from
consequences of living outdoors, and bearing the harsh weath-
er conditions in summer and winter. The Campaign completed
the first phase of Kuwait AlKhair Village for accommodating Dis-
placed Yemenis in “Marib” on surface area 227,000 square me-
ters, and included 250 houses to accommodate 250 displaced
families.

Furthermore, Al-Bassam pointed that the relief convoy included dis-
tribution of 500 food parcels to the displaced families in Taiz and
Hodeida to provide their basic needs stating that one food parcel
includes food items for 6 persons roughly for one whole month.

Al-Bassam drew attention to the inauguration of “Improvement
of Livelihood” project within which small pickup trucks “tricy-
cles” were distributed to some unemployed persons of the dis-
placed families to provide them with source of income and pro-
vide dignified life for their families.

Al-Bassam expressed thanks and appreciation to the 1ICO man-
agement for its continuous patronage for volunteer work, en-
couraging and supporting volunteer teams, and provide logistic
support for it, coordinating with partners to help the volunteer
teams efforts to succeed.

Al-Bassem praised the endeavors of the Ministry of Social Affairs,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kuwait Society for Relief, and Ku-
waiti diplomatic missions abroad for their actions in supporting
the charitable work march, and volunteers’ efforts to distribute
the philanthropists’ donations to displaced and vulnerable peo-
ple in different countries around the world.

"Inauguration of the Village, equipped
with Solar Energy system, to shelter 720
displaced Yemenis and distribution of 500
food parcels to poor families™

As well, Al-Bassem showed thanks and gratitude to the local au-
thorities in (Taiz) and (Hodeida) Governorates, and concerned
governmental authorities in the Yemeni West Coast for their
cooperation and contribution in launching the second phase of
“Kuwait AlKhair” project under the supervision of Al-Twasul for
Human Development Organization in Yemen.

Additionally, the Kuwaiti Delegation visited “Kuwait School” and
distributed 1250 copies of Holy Quran to the school students,
mosques, and displaced families.

The Team ended the convoy works by organizing an open day
for offering psychological support to 200 women and children
by specialists in the Team, in addition to distribution of gifts to
the attending children.

For his part, Director-General of Mocha Directorate, Basem
Al-Zuraigi welcomed Tarahom Volunteer Team visit and ex-
pressed his joy, thanks, and appreciation to the 1ICO endeavors
and all its volunteer teams working actively in Yemen and seek-
ing to implement its humanitarian, developmental, and relief
projects including building houses for displaced people and dis-
tribution of food parcels to them.

Al-Zuraiqi pointed that Kuwaiti footprints all through Yemen are
highly appreciated and praised by all Yemenis, and its develop-
mental effects are the best witness on that for decades.

It is noteworthy that 36 volunteer teams in different charity and
humanitarian fields inside and outside Kuwait are working un-
der the umbrella of the 1ICO, and some teams work actively in
providing assistance to refugees, people displaced and affected
by Humanitarian disasters in plenty of countries.
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