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able them with the experience that qualifies them for the suc-
cess of the project. It also organizes psychological and social
support activities, as well as training workshops in the field of
management skills necessary to manage small projects in order
to ensure the sustainability of the benefit of those targeted by
economic empowerment projects and change their living reality
for the better.

Moreover, the Yemeni humanitarian organizations are responsi-
ble for distributing production tools to beneficiaries, following
up on their performance, and supporting them with the neces-
sary guidance to ensure the sustainability of their projects.

The outputs of the project are reflected in finding a source of
income for families who have lost their breadwinner, helping
them to improve their living conditions, supporting and encour-

aging simple professions and helping them
achieve self - sufficiency, and transferring the
beneficiary families from the state of need to
the production stage by owning a sustain-
able development project.

In that context, Yemeni officials praised the
role of the IICO in supporting development
projects in Yemen, especially in the field of
livelihood, providing quality services to the
targeted groups, promoting their quality of
life and improving their living conditions, en-
hancing the income of needy and poor fami-
lies, and transferring them from need to pro-
duction by securing sustainable livelihoods.

They also highlighted the continuous hu-

manitarian efforts of the State of Kuwait and

its charitable organizations in alleviating the

suffering of the Yemeni people due to the war

that has been going on for years by support-

ing development and relief projects, express-
ing their thanks to the State of Kuwait - the
Amir, the government and the people.

According to the United Nations, Yemen suffers the worst and
largest humanitarian crisis in the world due to the protracted
armed conflict, as about 23.7 million people need humanitarian
assistance, including about 13 million children.

With the outbreak of the conflict 9 years ago, Yemen'’s national
socio - economic systems remain on the brink; as conflict, large -
scale displacement, and recurrent climatic shocks make families
vulnerable to the spread of infectious diseases.

As the ongoing war in Yemen has had a great impact on many
families losing their only source of income and causing many
problems and difficulties for them, after they
were completely dependent on government
or private work.

The field of work remained vulnerable to
targeting and destruction, as the war made
many Yemeni families join the club of the
poor in Yemen against their will and fall un-
der the oppression of suffering, the pain of
need and deprivation. Since this requires ur-
gent interventions to rehabilitate some poor
and needy families and those who lost their
breadwinners because of the war and protect
them from the humiliation of begging peo-
ple.

By the end of 2022, more than 17.8 million
people, including 9.2 million children, lacked
access to safe water, sanitation, and hygiene.
The country continues to suffer from succes-
sive outbreaks of cholera, measles, diphthe-
ria, and other vaccine - preventable diseases.
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Development Projects

Including bakery, sewing, and car service

Economic empowerment projects for 295 Yemeni
families in the governorates of Taiz and Lahj

The International Islam-
ic Charity Organization
(IICO) continued to imple-
ment economic empow-
erment projects in Yemen
under the slogan “Kuwait
is beside you” to serve
vulnerable groups and
provide them with op-
portunities for a decent
life in cooperation with
Yemeni humanitarian or-
ganizations.

The number of projects
launched by the IICO in the
governorates of Taiz and
Lahj recently reached 295
empowerment projects for
the benefit of about 1,770
Yemeni beneficiaries, with-
in the Decent Livelihoods
Program in cooperation
with the two Yemeni orga-
nizations, Jannat Develop-
ment and Basamat.

Furthermore, these projects,

which are funded by the 11ICO, aim to enable poor and economi-
cally displaced families to gain experience and production tools
in a number of areas of life that generate sustainable income
for them and enable them to live in dignity. As well as transfer
them from a state of disability and waiting for aid to a state of
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Sustainable development projects con-
tribute to the transfer of poor and dis-
placed Yemeni families from the need to
production

HEBN

The decent livelihood program changes the
lives of 1,770 Yemeni beneficiaries and
improves their living conditions!

work and production, which will reflect positively on the local
community.

The project includes a group of crafts, including making home-
made bakery, sewing, embroidery, car washing, and other eco-
nomic projects that contribute to improving the economic, liv-
ing and psychological conditions of groups of women, girls, and
adolescents who support their families.

In addition, the IICO is keen to organize training workshops for
the beneficiaries within the “My Craft in My Hand"” project to en-



which was chaired by the head of the
delegation of the Sultanate of Oman,
Dr. Abdul Rahman Al - Shehhi, in the
presence of heads of delegations and
representatives of ministries and civil
institutions concerned with humani-
tarian charitable work in the GCC coun-
tries, reviewed the general framework
for the tasks and responsibilities of the
GCC Joint Charitable Work Committee.

He added that during the meeting, the
members discussed the initiatives and
topics that will be studied and agreed
upon, in addition to discussing the
preparation of the future work plan
of the committee, which is specifically
concerned with joint charitable hu-
manitarian work in the GCC countries.

In this context, the Committee recom-
mended the formation of a number
of teams to develop their visions and
perceptions on the Committee’s future
objectives, the frameworks through
which work will be carried out, and the
future strategy for humanitarian work.
In addition to developing an action
plan for joint charitable work in the
GCC countries during the period from
2025 to 2030 by consensus among
member states.

The Chairman of the Committee and
its members extended their sincere
thanks and appreciation to the rep-
resentative of King Hamad bin Isa for
Humanitarian Works and Youth Affairs,
Sheikh Nasser bin Hamad, for sponsor-
ing this meeting and for his initiative to
launch a number of charitable projects
through the work of this Committee.

They also extended their sincere
thanks and appreciation to the King-
dom of Bahrain, represented by the
Royal Humanitarian Foundation, for its
hospitality and the inauguration of the
GCC Joint Charitable Work Committee.

It is noteworthy that the Kuwaiti del-
egation participating in the meeting,
headed by Al - Mutawa, included in its
membership: Director of the Endow-
ment Funds Department in the Gen-
eral Secretariat of Endowments, Marib
Al - Yaqoub, Head of Accounts Depart-
ment in the Charitable Associations
Department in the Ministry of Social
Affairs, Salma Al - Mutairi, and senior
researcher in political sciences in the
Ministry of Social Affairs, Sheikha Al -
Rasheed.

Proposal to organize an annual forum for the non - profit sector and to
maximize partnerships

The Kuwaiti charitable delegation presents its views on the work
paths of the Gulf Committee

During the meeting, the Kuwaiti
charitable delegation present-

ed a worksheet that dealt with ,::
the concept of joint charitable -

work within the framework of
the Committee’s work and its
role in maximizing the impact :
of humanitarian interventions '
and the mental image of chari-
table work in the GCC countries.

The paper addressed a set of
controls and criteria for select-
ing programs and joint projects,
including the legality of the hu-
manitarian organization, priority
programs, and the importance of launching programs based on a prior need study. As
well as the organization’s specialization and its financial solvency and its previous work
in that field. While taking into account the balance in the implementation of programs,
equal opportunities between the parties applying for the programs, and providing a
complete file containing a presentation of the implementation of the program in terms of
the charter, feasibility study, appropriate undertaking forms, and others.

Furthermore, the delegation also presented its views on the responsibilities of the Joint
Charitable Work Committee through three tracks, the first of which focuses on following
up on charitable, relief, and emergency aid needs, and developing a mechanism to pro-
vide joint humanitarian charitable assistance. While the second is related to coordinating
situations and cooperation among member states in international forums, coordinating
cooperation, exchanging expertise and experiences, benefiting from regulations and
laws, and organizing joint forums. In addition to working to improve the mental image of
charitable work in the GCC countries, enhancing soft power and humanitarian diploma-
cy for the GCC countries, supporting gains, and investing in potential opportunities and
available strengths.

In this context, the paper suggested organizing an annual forum for the non - profit sec-
tor in the GCC countries, concluding protocols and high cooperation agreements in the
field of coordination and exchanging experience, and establishing unions or networks for
Gulf charitable organizations.

The third track focused on promoting the universality of charitable work, applying best
standards and practices, issuing reports and data, media plans, preparing studies and
research, and proposing laws and legislation that help charitable organizations improve
their performance, through the preparation of guidelines, normative and reference
frameworks.

At the level of research and studies, the paper referred to the Global Center for Philan-
thropy Studies, which was established by the IICO in 2017, with the aim of developing
performance and raising the level of quality in the charitable sector and supporting the
decision - making process by making available accurate data while adhering to inter-
national scientific standards. As well as spreading a culture of charitable and voluntary
work among the segments of society, creating integration between the charitable and
humanitarian sectors, and development plans, in addition to attempting to anticipate
the future of charitable and humanitarian work to serve humanitarian organizations and
beneficiary communities.

The paper also noted the most important publications of the Center, its research and ac-
tivities, and its role in strengthening partnerships with partner humanitarian organiza-

tions.
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Coordination Meetings

On the sidelines of the first meeting of the GCC Joint Charitable Work Committee

Al - Mutawa: Coordination of efforts shows
the contribution of the GCC countries in a
professional manner to the world

The GCC Joint Charitable Work Committee
held its first meeting in the Kingdom of Bah-
rain, headed by Dr. Abdul Rahman bin Sulei-
man Al Shehhi, Head of the delegation of the
Sultanate of Oman, in the presence of heads
of delegations and representatives of min-
istries and civil institutions concerned with
charitable and humanitarian work in the GCC
countries.

The meeting reviewed the general framework
of the responsibilities of the GCC Joint Chari-
table Work Committee, approved by the Min-
isterial Council at its (155th) session in Riyadh
on March 22, 2023, according to what was
reached by the Ministers of Social Affairs and
Development at the fifth meeting held in Mus-
cat. As it includes the objectives of the com-
mittee, its terms of reference, and its mecha-
nism of work.

For his part, the Deputy Director General for
Projects at the International Islamic Charity
Organization (IICO) and head of the Kuwaiti
delegation, Abdulrahman Al - Mutawa, stressed

the importance of coordination between the Gulf charitable
work committees in highlighting the efforts of the GCC countries

at the charitable level in international forums.

On the sidelines of the meeting, Al - Mutawa pointed out that
efforts coordination between these committees would show the
contribution of the GCC countries in a professional manner to

the world.

Furthermore, he explained that the meeting of the committee,

"Discussing the preparation of the future
action plan to enhance joint humanitarian
and charitable work in the GCC countries
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Health Projects

Ambassador Omar Al - Kandari praises the 1ICO’s health and humanitarian projects

Medical equipment and devices for the rehabilitation
of people with special needs in Kazakhstan

The International Islamic Chari-
ty Organization (lICO), through
its office in Kazakhstan, has
supported the Specialized Chil-
dren’s Home Foundation in the
Kazakh Capital “Astana” with
14 medical devices specializing
in the treatment and rehabili-
tation of children with special
needs residing in the Founda-
tion, whose age does not exceed
4 years. While the 11CO is work-
ing on importing two addition-
al devices, which are expected
to be delivered within the few
coming months.

In this context, the IICO handed

over the medical equipment and

devices to the Children’s Home Foundation under the auspic-
es and presence of the Kuwaiti Ambassador to Kazakhstan, Dr.
Omar Ahmed Al - Kandari, and officials of the Kazakh Ministry of
Health and its office in Kazakhstan.

Furthermore, the IICO is keen to provide annual support to the
Foundation, as it is a governmental orphanage in the capital,
Astana, which takes care of a large number of children under
the age of four, all of whom suffer from serious diseases such
as cancer, hearing, visual and motor disabilities, or those with
special needs.

For his part, Ambassador Al - Kandari praised the medical and
humanitarian support provided by the 1ICO to the Foundation,
and other charitable projects, noting that such quality projects
touch the humanitarian needs of children with special needs.

For their part, the Kazakh Ministry of Health “Astana” officials ex-
pressed their gratitude to the 1ICO and the Kuwaiti Embassy in
Kazakhstan for supporting humanitarian projects in their coun-
try. They also pointed out that this generous support from the
people of benevolence in the State of Kuwait came at the right
time, as it provides an opportunity for the “Astana” Orphanage
Foundation to open two new units for the rehabilitation of or-
phan children who suffer from special needs with cerebral palsy,
and Down syndrome. As well as other diseases, which will great-
ly help in developing their abilities and integrating them into
society.

This health project coincides with the passage of 30 years of
fieldwork for the IICO in Kazakhstan, during which the IICO im-

o~
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plemented many major charitable projects, including building
clinics, schools, mosques, orphanages, digging water wells, and
other developmental, educational, and cultural projects.
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Ali Saleh Al - Laheeb Hall... For Social Care
and Vocational Training
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The IICO provided funding for the project of purchasing and
finishing the hall of the late Ali Saleh Al - Laheeb - may Al-
lah have mercy on him. The hall is concerned with providing
integrated services in the areas of social care and economic
empowerment for people in need, vocational training, intro-
ducing moderate Islamic culture, and providing educational
and qualification opportunities.

The project intersects with the IICO’s strategy in its four basic
strategic dimensions, which are economic empowerment,
education, introducing Islamic culture, and building the in-
ternal capacities of the partner agencies.

The hall aims to provide training and qualification services,
vocational and technical training, job search, engagement,
and meeting the needs in the labor market for 1,000 univer-
sity students annually.

shop owners refraining from opening their shops, especially due
to the cessation of tourism and the consumers’ orientation to al-
ternative markets outside the Old City.

Furthermore, one of the main motives for the humanitarian in-
tervention is the harsh life in the areas of the West Bank, as a
result of the Occupation’s policy of imposing its control over the
largest possible area of the West Bank and Judaizing it. As well as
expelling the largest possible number of the Palestinian popula-
tion, replacing them with Jewish settlers, changing the identity
of the place, and besieging the Palestinians economically and
in terms of subsistence. The matter goes beyond the practice of
various mechanisms of oppression, restrictions, and economic
blockade of the Palestinians who are clinging to remain in their
land and clinging to the soil of their homeland.

It is noteworthy that 90% of the population of the Old City of
Jerusalem are Arabs, 77% are Muslims, and only 10% are Jews.
About 35 thousand people live there, with 25,367 in the Muslim
quarter, 4,249 in the Christian quarter, 3,022 in the Jewish quar-
ter, and 2,205 in the Armenian quarter.

As statistics indicate that the number of Palestinians in Jerusa-
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Al - Makassed Hospital in Jerusalem.. Providing
urgent medicines and medical supplies

As part of the projects to support the patients, injured, and
people with special needs, the IICO provided medical support
to Al - Makassed Hospital in Jerusalem, by providing medi-
cines, medical supplies, and urgent basic tools for its clinics
and health units.

Al - Makassed Hospital is one of the main hospitals on which
the people of Jerusalem depend greatly, and patients are re-
ferred to it by the Palestinian Ministry of Health.

As Jerusalemites live in exceptional circumstances of displace-
ment, Judaization, harassment, and continuous ethnic cleans-
ing operations, the decline of medical services, and the in-
crease in the number of injured in light of the limited capacity
of hospitals. As well as the depletion of stocks of medicines and
medical supplies, the acute shortage in the warehouses of the
Ministry of Health, in addition to the increase in the number
of people with special needs, and the high cost of living which
burdens the orphans and the poor.

Educational, cultural, and housing projects

The 1ICO sponsors a package of projects in Jerusalem, includ-
ing Manara Project to support 28 male and female students
from needy families and orphans, Ribat Project to support 150
Jerusalemite families for a year. As well as Values Project to
promote Islamic values for 100 students in the basic education
stage and a project to provide shelter for 13 Jerusalemite fam-
ilies to improve their living conditions.

lem Governorate amounts to 31,821 people, which constitutes
7% of the governorate’s population, and 24% of the lands of the
Old City are owned by the Islamic Waqf, estimated at about 210
dunums, including the area of Al - Haram Al - Sharif, which is 144
dunams. As well as an additional area of 29%, which is owned
by Christian churches and religious institutions, is estimated at
255 dunams, and 27% of the lands of the Old City are privately
owned by Arabs, amounting to about 235 dunams.



"Supporting poor Jerusalemite families
with small projects for halal livelihood
earning to manage and provide a stable
income

Shop owners are among the most affected
groups in the historic markets in Jerusalem?1t

them to provide stable income through income - generating
projects and halal livelihood earning. As well as providing non -
traditional business models in the field of improving the quality
of life of the target groups through a sustainable development
process. This is in addition to improving the returns of their ex-
isting projects and maintaining their continuity.

In the same direction, the IICO implemented a project to support
shops in the Old City of Jerusalem, where the project targeted
48 merchants from the owners of shops most affected by the Oc-
cupation’s taxes and high fees and the measures imposed by the
Corona pandemic. As the project enables them to obtain goods
and production tools to contribute to the recovery of commer-
cial traffic, strengthening the steadfastness of merchants.

According to a feasibility study approved by the IICO for its part-
ner, Wafaa for Development and Capacity Building, which is ac-
tive in Palestine, the project came to support shop owners, who
are among the most affected groups in the historical markets in
the Old City of Jerusalem.

Since these projects contribute to achieving a decent life for the
targeted families and reducing the scourges of unemployment
and poverty, by providing financial and non - financial services
to the target groups, such as goods and production tools. As this
aims to activate the role of Palestinian families as productive el-
ements by providing additional job opportunities and improv-
ing the performance of their existing projects and the continuity

Economic empowerment in Palestine..
represents the spearhead in the fight against
poverty

In Palestine, as in many other countries, vulnerable groups,
especially youth, women, people with disabilities, and small
farmers, suffer from losing economic opportunities in the mar-
ket or accessing professions that suit them for various reasons.
This situation, in which there is a clear economic exclusion of
these groups, makes poverty a condition that is inherited by
subsequent generations, despite the presence of distinct men-
tal capacities and capabilities sometimes among these groups.

Furthermore, this exclusion is reflected in the life components
of these groups, including education, health, and lifestyles that
negatively affect the lives of these groups, such as early mar-
riage for girls, which leads to the inability to complete educa-
tion and obtain suitable job opportunities.

The developmental programs aim to protect the poor in Pales-
tine. Most of them were programs that had a relief dimension,
and they did not lead to the poor families getting out of the
state of ordinary or grinding poverty because their impact was
immediate. In addition, these programs were unable to create
a state of food security for poor families, and the largest social
protection program is the Cash Transfer Program, which is man-
aged by the Ministry of Social Development, as it has been not-
ed that the beneficiaries of this program are steadily increasing.

One of the reasons for the high poverty rate is the serious im-
pact of the blockade on the Gaza Strip, the successive wars on
the Strip, and the continuous restrictions on economic move-
ment in Jerusalem and the rest of the West Bank. As this justi-
fies the need to expand economic and social empowerment
programs, as the level of poverty and unemployment requires a
greater level of achievement and more inclusiveness, and faster
access to poor Palestinian families, whose number is estimated
at 350,000, and to unemployed graduates of universities and in-
stitutes. Their number is close to 200,000 people, as well as to
enable the Palestinian economy to attract sufficient investments
to address the challenges of poverty and unemployment.

This challenge requires the development of a solid method-
ology and a new strategic framework to consolidate the role
of economic empowerment in achieving the resilience of the
Palestinian people, so that it constitutes the spearhead in com-
bating poverty and fragility in order to stand firm on its land
and preserve its sanctities.

" Activating the role of Palestinian fami-
lies as productive elements by providing
additional job opportunities and supporting
their projects”

which impose unfair taxes on merchants, forcing them to raise
the prices of their goods, thus losing any competitive advantage
with Jewish merchants. Merchants are also liable to litigation
due to the accumulation of tax debts on them, which led to the
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of their achievement of good and sustainable returns.

In this context, the commercial markets in Jerusalem are ex-
posed to strict policies on the part of the Occupation authorities,




Development Projects

With the aim of improving the quality of life within a sustainable development process

Empowerment projects in Jerusalem for 33 poor
families and 48 shop owners

Within the framework of its policy support-
ing human development and empowering
it economically, culturally, and educational-
ly, the International Islamic Charity Organi-
zation (IICO) in Al - Quds Al - Sharif is active
through a package of projects to support
the steadfastness of the vulnerable Pales-
tinian groups, whose human suffering has
accumulated over the past years as a result
of the exceptional and systematic policies of
the Occupation government, which seek to
Judaize the city and obliterate the Arab and
Islamic identity, through confiscation mea-
sures and imposing restrictions. In addition
to the growing needs after the Corona pan-
demic, and the repercussions of the Russian
- Ukrainian crisis on the world, from which
Palestine was not an exception.

In one of its series of continuous empowerment l
projects within its geographical work scope, the

IICO inaugurated the Economic Empowerment
Project for Bedouin villages and communities in
Jerusalem, in cooperation with Wafaa for Development and Ca-
pacity Building. The number of beneficiaries from the project
reached 33 families, as its idea is based on supporting poor Jeru-
salemite families with small projects for halal livelihood earning
to manage and provide a stable income, in addition to restoring
6 houses in the Old City of Jerusalem.

The villagers’ support project came with the aim of reducing
the problems of unemployment and poverty for the targeted
groups by providing financing to own small projects, helping
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Ali Saleh Al - Laheeb Hall witnessed a set of educational, cultur-
al, and behavioral programs targeting orphans and their fami-
lies with the support of the IICO.

The programs aim to provide educational care for orphans to
preserve their identity and integrate them into society so that
they can be elements of a positive influence in their societies,
as well as educate them on Islamic values, principles, morals,
and good behaviors, and protect them from deviant ideas.

Sponsorship of 152 Jerusalemite families for
one year

Within the framework of preserving the dignity of Jerusalemite
families and providing them with a decent life, the 1ICO spon-
sored 152 of the poorest families and those most affected by
the Occupation policies, for a period of one year, with the aim
of strengthening their steadfastness and stability.

As poverty is spreading in Jerusalem as a result of arbitrary
measures, the increase in the number of people with special
needs, and the high rates of the number of orphans and fami-
lies relying on women for livelihood.



Strategic Partnerships

As part of its strategic vision to build effective partnerships

The 1ICO is now a member of the ICVA
Network... For an effective humanitarian action

As part of its quest to build effective strategic partnerships,
the International Islamic Charity Organization (IICO) has re-
cently become a member of the International Council of Vol-
untary Agencies (ICVA), a Geneva - based global network that
is comprised of 150 NGOs whose mission is to make humani-
tarian action more effective and valuable by working collec-
tively and independently to influence policies and practices.

Through its membership in the network, the IICO is keen to in-
vest in networking and partnership opportunities within a wide
range of very diverse international NGOs (international - region-
al - local), access to services, information, support, and databas-
es, as well as deal with a vast base of experts, specialists and or-
ganizations of all types.

The 1ICO also considers opportunities to invest in the network’s
work as a strong platform for the distribution of reports and
publications, access to reports, and international and regional
research. As well as ensuring a strong voice and direct partici-
pation in humanitarian issues through ICVA seats in the Inter -
Agency Standing Committee (IASC), which participates in policy
- making, formulation of directions, and decision - making for
the network and for the humanitarian practices in general.

Since its foundation in 1962, and through its activities in 160
countries, the Network advocates for improving and enhancing
the effectiveness of humanitarian responses, facilitating part-
nership initiatives and consultations to improve protection. As
well as assistance and durable solutions for refugees, internally
displaced persons, stateless persons, and migrants in vulnerable
situations, strengthening inclusive and contextually appropriate
coordination mechanisms that provide effective assistance and
protection to those affected by crises. In addition to advocating
ensuring that humanitarian funding can meet the needs of the
crisis - affected population, along with ensuring that NGOs have
access to humanitarian funding.

Furthermore, the network seeks to promote the principles of hu-
manity, impartiality, neutrality, independence, and partnership
and work towards a system that enables people affected by hu-
manitarian crises to have equitable access to assistance and pro-
tection. It also seeks to encourage innovative approaches to the
development and implementation of humanitarian policies and
evidence - based and solution - oriented responses, as well as de-
velop comprehensive and fair participation of NGOs to achieve
the value of diversity.

The Network is active in the MENA region in supporting mem-
bers to access the latest information and global visibility at the
regional level, promoting understanding of the Comprehensive
Refugee Response Framework (CRRF), and the Global Compact
on Refugees (GCR). As well as the regional priorities in the field
of forced migration, it also facilitates the participation of local
and international NGOs in political dialogue in order to influence
policies and practices.

"The network seeks to promote the prin-
ciples of humanity, neutrality, indepen-
dence, and partnership in order to empow-
er victims of crises

The 1ICO has strategic partnerships with
many international humanitarian organiza-
tions and has consultative membership in
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation™

In addition, the Network also devotes its efforts to supporting
its members and forums in the region to understand the issues
of global humanitarian financing and to establish a network
of community institutions with programs to enhance capacity
building, good governance, and effective management in times
of crisis, and advocacy. As well as to lead qualitative and quanti-
tative research across the MENA region on national NGO partici-
pation in humanitarian leadership structures.

The IICO has strategic partnerships with many international hu-
manitarian organizations, most notably the IHH Humanitarian
Relief Foundation, the Islamic Development Bank, the United
Nations Human Settlements Program UN - Habitat, and the Unit-
ed Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees UN-
RWA. As well as the United Nations High Commissioner for Ref-
ugees (UNHCR), the United Nations Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), and other international organi-
zations in Kuwait, the Gulf, and conflict areas around the world.

In addition, the IICO enjoys consultative status with the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) based on the approval of
the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers at its fortieth session held in
Conakry, Republic of Guinea, in December 2014.
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