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These activities and competitions resulted in 500 students mem-
orizing half a chapter of the Holy Qur’an, 100 others memoriz-
ing two full chapters, and 250 students memorizing 30 hadiths
of the Prophet. In addition to the adoption of 150 female stu-
dents to the Islamic hijab, and helping 150 beneficiaries as part
of the campaign to assist those in need launched by the school,
in which a large number of students sponsored by the project
participated.

The project also helped in discovering, refining, and developing
the students’ talents in several fields, such as scientific research,
public speaking, and acting. During the academic year, they pre-
sented more than 200 papers on good morals, introducing the
Prophet, peace be upon him, and the miracle of the Night Jour-
ney and Mi'raj. They participated in 10 acting scenes and other
various cultural competitions.

It is noteworthy that the Kuwaiti Al - Khair Schools, which are
supported by the lICO, have helped over the ten years of the Syr-
ian crisis, in reducing school dropouts, eliminating the phenom-
enon of begging among Syrian refugee children in Lebanon,
and integrating them well and effectively into Lebanese society,
by providing more than 100,000 tuition sponsorships for poor
students.

Furthermore, these schools also contributed to reducing the

unemployment crisis among refugees, by providing 450 job op-
portunities for Syrian refugee teachers and administrators in 12
schools.

The Syrian crisis has left more than 11 million displaced Syrians
and refugees, including 3.5 million living in Lebanon, including
300,000 who lack suitable educational opportunities.
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Orphans Sponsorship

In order to support their right to appropriate
educational opportunities, the 11ICO sponsors 640
Syrian refugee students in Lebanon

The 1ICO sponsored 640
Syrian refugee orphans
in Kuwait Charity Schools
in Lebanon. The project
comes as one of the fruits
of the 1ICO’s Orphan En-
dowment, the funds of
which include support-
ing projects to sponsor
orphans, care for them,
clothe them, qualify and
empower them, and proj-
ects to build and equip or-
phanages.

The project was implement-
ed by the Kuwaiti Society
for Human Excellence in
cooperation with the Leba-
nese Society for Supporting
Scientific Research in Tripoli,
Lebanon.

At the beginning of the
2022 - 2023 academic year,
students received school
uniforms, books, school sup-

plies, and stationery. Students demonstrated a clear commit-
ment to attend and participate actively in a large number of di-
verse school events throughout the year, including educational,
social, religious, cultural, and sporting activities and competi-

| EEE

tions. As these events contributed to the inculcation and promo-

tion of a targeted set of religious and ethical values of students

about parental rights and honoring them, visiting patients,

helping the needy, and the obligation of the Islamic hijab, etc.
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Based on the pioneering role of the Government and people of
Kuwait, in standing by the Palestinian people, and supporting
our besieged people in the Gaza Strip, and in line with the strat-
egy of the International Islamic Charity Organization in empow-
ering marginalized and vulnerable groups and providing them
with the necessary support and assistance, the IICO adopted a
project to establish and equip a specialized therapeutic kinder-
garten for children with disabilities, in the town of Beit Lahia,
north of the Gaza Strip, in cooperation with the “Triumphed by
Youth”Voluntary Team affiliated with the IICO, and implemented
by Al - Weam Charity Association.

The 1ICO funded the completion of the construction works,
all sanitary and electrical finishes, aluminum works, etc., and
equipping the building with furniture and the latest devices and
tools necessary to operate the kindergarten, according to the
best materials and required specifications, to provide the best
service with the highest possible quality, to become the first
specialized center of its kind in the North Gaza Province.

The kindergarten can accommodate 60 children with disabil-
ities, and consists of 5 classrooms with an area of 450 square
meters. It contains a room for speech therapy and speech prob-
lems, a room for games and multimedia, a hall for treating sen-
sory integration needs and another for occupational therapy, in
addition to a room for administrators and specialists providing
the service.

News Coverage for the State of
Kuwait TV

The inauguration of this qualitative project was covered by
a news coverage from Kuwait TV, which conveyed the over-
whelming joy of the families of children with disabilities, and
interviews with government officials and residents of the Gaza
Strip. As they expressed their gratitude to the Emir, govern-
ment, and people of Kuwait, for their continued support for
the Palestinian people, and their support for the legitimate
right of the Palestinians to obtain a dignified, secure, and sta-
ble life. They thanked the great efforts of the Kuwaiti people
to alleviate the years - long suffering of the people of the Gaza
Strip.

The project contributes to reducing the problem of widespread
unemployment in the Gaza Strip, by providing permanent job
opportunities for 9 female graduates specializing in the field of
special education.

The project also provides community awareness services on the
rights, care, rehabilitation, and empowerment of children with
disabilities in society.
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Health - developmental Projects

In order to rehabilitate and integrate them into society

The 1ICO funds the establishment and equipment
of a rehabilitative therapeutic kindergarten for
children with disabilities in Gaza

Children with disabili-
ties need special atten-
tion and care, as well as
developing integrated
programs concerned
with their education and
rehabilitation healthily,
psychologically, and so-
cially. With the repeated
closures and unjust siege
imposed by the occupa-
tion authorities on the
Gaza Strip for years, and
the economic crisis af-
flicting the Palestinians
residing in the Strip, the
Northern Gaza province
lacks specialized kin-
dergarten that provides
care, education, and re-
habilitation services for
children with disabilities,
thereby depriving this
marginalized group of
their legitimate right to
education.
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ect, by increasing their profits resulting from the sale of crops
whose production costs have been reduced.

The project contributed to achieving food security for the most
vulnerable populations, by providing them with food at a cost
affordable for all groups.

Furthermore, the project resulted in the cultivation of 7,000 du-
nums (700 hectares) of wheat and barley, along with providing
the necessary fertilizers, including 5,000 dunums (500 hectares)
of wheat and 2,000 dunums (200 hectares) of barley, out of the
total agricultural land in the area targeted by the project.

The project benefited 900 peasant families in the regions of
Aleppo, Azaz, Al - Bab, Al - Rai and Jarabulus, with a total of
5,400 individuals, by providing them with sufficient quantities
of wheat and barley seeds and fertilizer.

The criteria for selecting the beneficiaries who received the
planned support from the project were identified, according
to conditions and procedures that were agreed upon in coor-
dination with the field partner implementing the project (the
Humanitarian Relief Authority), the Chamber of Agriculture and
the Municipal Council in each region and village.

One of the most important criteria for selecting families that re-

j{i..’l

ceived support from production requirements (wheat or barley)
was that priority should be given to orphan families and fami-
lies that lost their breadwinners and are cared for by women. In
addition, one of the criteria for differentiation was families with
disabled people and young children.

Moreover, the project implementation procedures included sign-
ing a memorandum between the iHH Humanitarian Relief Foun-
dation (the field partner implementing the project) and the ben-
eficiaries of the project, under the supervision of the concerned
authority from the Chamber of Agriculture and the Municipal
Council. As the beneficiaries signed declarations of receipt of the
support materials provided to them by the Organization, and
pledged to use them on their lands and not sell them.

Under that memorandum, each beneficiary received a subsidy
to plant 1 hectare (10,000 square meters), and received 200 kg of
seeds (depending on the type of subsidy, wheat or barley) - 150
kg of urea fertilizer - 100 kg of compound fertilizer.

One of the most important outputs of the project was that it
helped provide more job opportunities required by the agricul-
tural sector, and move the economy forward in northern Syria
by providing raw materials for some agricultural - based food
industries such as bread production, operating mills, reviving
transportation, and supplying the local market with high - qual-
ity wheat and barely.
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:Development Projects

In order to encourage Syrian farmers to return to cultivate their lands

The 11CO supports the cultivation of wheat and
barley in Aleppo

Agriculture is one of the
most important factors in
the development of rural
society in Syria. Through an
important qualitative proj-
ect aimed at supporting
the livelihoods of farmers,
encouraging their return
to their lands and settling
in them, and ensuring their
continuation in agriculture,
the lICO implemented, in co-
operation with the Turkish
Humanitarian Relief, Human
Rights and Freedoms Orga-
nization (iIHH), the project of
“Supporting wheat and bar-
ley cultivation in Syria.”

The project started in De-
cember 2022, and lasted for
6 months until the end of the
harvest. Through which the
most vulnerable farmers in
the northeastern region of
Syria, Aleppo Governorate,
were supported, and the costs
of cultivation and production
of basic strategic agricultural
crops were reduced, thus im-
proving the income level of the
targeted families in the proj-

fha, Jisdl

p 2023 >

.\..\_@_1_3‘

1445, - o




tween a large number of lectures and workshops in which a
number of professors of Islamic sciences and senior preachers in
the Balkan countries lectured and moderated, most notably Dr.
Enver Gitsic from the State of Serbia, who gave a lecture on the
meaning of reasonableness and moderation in Islam and means
of promoting it in the lives of Muslims. As well as Dr. Khairud-
din Hoji¢, Research Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Islamic
Education at the University of Biha¢ in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
who submitted a scientific research on how to employ the media
and social media to spread the culture of reasonableness and
moderation among Muslims, especially among those who have
memorized the Holy Quran. In addition to Dr. Rashad Blijovi¢
from Serbia, who lectured on the importance of moderation in
preserving the rights of people. Moreover, Mr. Anas Bergovi¢
from Montenegro spoke about raising children and young peo-
ple and linking their lives to the Holy Qur’an and the Sunnah of
the Prophet. In addition to a number of other lecturers, including
Jimo Rjamatovi¢ from Montenegro, Abdullah Kabo from Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Nasser Hoja from Albania, and Dr. Jamal Khalil
Musleh, Director of the Holy Quran Memorization Foundation in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the organizer of the Forum.

The Forum was also enriched with a large number of open dis-
cussions and dialogues between lecturers and participants,
where a number of constructive ideas were presented and
practical experiences were exchanged on the methods and ap-
proaches of Islamic advocacy and spreading the culture of rea-
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sonableness, moderation, and dialogue among the peoples of
the Balkan region.

On the sidelines of the Forum, the Holy Quran Memorization Foun-
dation organized an educational trip for the participants in the
capital, Podgorica, with the aim of learning about the history of the
Islamic presence in the State of Montenegro, which included a visit
to the Islamic Center and the Islamic monuments in the city.

At the end of the Forum, a number of recommendations were
agreed upon, the most important of which is emphasizing the
necessity of adhering to the principle of tolerance and adopting
the approach of reasonableness and moderation in the field of
Islamic preaching, consolidating these concepts among people
in the societies of the Balkan countries. As well as striving to
change the distorted stereotype of Islam and Muslims among
the peoples of European countries, and opening channels of
continuous communication between the participants in the fo-
rum to exchange ideas and experiences on issues and topics of
common interest. In addition to preparing a new generation of
qualified preachers who are proficient in dealing with contem-
porary issues and deal positively with the means and mecha-
nisms of the modern era, and are able to invest in widespread
social networks and all available media to spread the culture
of reasonableness and moderation in Balkan region. They also
called for repeating these forums and scientific and cultural
symposia at the level of the Balkan region.
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:Cultural Conferences

It included a group of senior preachers, imams, and teachers of the Holy Qur’an in the Balkan

countries

The 1ICO concludes the Forum of Reasonableness
and Moderation in "Montenegro"

The 1ICO concluded the Forum of
Reasonableness and Moderation in
the Life of Qur'an Memorizer, which
was implemented at the Muhammad
Al - Fatih Islamic School in the city of
Podgorica, the capital of Montenegro.

The Forum was supervised by the Holy
Quran Memorization Foundation, which
has been working in the field of Islamic
advocacy and memorizing the Holy Qu-
ran for two decades, and is headquar-
tered in the Bosnian Capital (Sarajevo).

The Forum aims to spread the culture of
moderation in the Balkan countries, raise
awareness of the true Islamic religion,
warn against extremist tendencies, pro-
tect societies from destructive ideas, and
link the hearts of the participants to the
Holy Qur'an and the purified Prophetic
Sunnah.

As 40 participants benefited from the Fo-

rum, including memorizers of the Holy Qur’an, teachers, imams,
and those who are working with Islamic preaching in the seven
Balkan countries, including Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montene-
gro, North Macedonia, Serbia, Albania, Bulgaria, and Kosovo.

The inauguration of the Forum was attended by a number of of-
ficials and influential preachers in the Balkan countries, headed
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by the Chairman of the Islamic Sheikhdom in the State of Mon-
tenegro, Sheikh Rifaat Vizic, who expressed his thanks and grat-
itude to the 1ICO for sponsoring this important forum. As well
as expressing his appreciation to the organizer for choosing the
State of Montenegro as the venue for the Forum.

The forum was moderated by Sheikh Muharram Amrdzi¢ from
the State of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Its activities varied be-




students from the Islamic community with limited incomes were
selected for it, namely 41 students from Al Amana Al Arabia Boys
School, 40 students from Al Amana Al Arabia Girls School, 45
students from Al Amana Al Arabia non - Arabic speakers School,
which included sponsorship of school fees, books, school statio-
nery, and school activities fees. They were sponsored by a school
sponsorship that included payment of school tuition, books,
school supplies, and fees for school activities.

The male and female students sponsored within the project
recorded an attendance rate exceeding 95% throughout the
academic year. They demonstrated a remarkable and distin-
guished presence through their participation in the accompa-
nying school activities, including the school broadcast, cultural
competitions, sports tournaments, religious events such as Ra-
madan, and cultural days such as the school’s “One Nation with
Multiple Cultures” theme.

The students also demonstrated their entitlement to sponsor-
ship through their academic and behavioral excellence, and
their highest scores in the final school examinations.

The project contributed to encouraging competition among the
sponsored students and their continued attainment of the first
ranks at the level of the Arab Secretariat schools.

One of the distinguished models of students sponsored with-
in this project was the student Yahya Basil Ismail, who ranked
first among the fifth - grade students after being ranked third
last year before obtaining school sponsorship. The student Hala
Bagbeer and the student Zaid Rashid maintained the first rank
in the third and fourth grades, respectively, and both obtained
final grades in all academic subjects with a percentage of 100%,
among a distinguished group of students who obtained this rare
percentage.
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:Educational Projects

Within the “Light on Earth” endowment to maintain their identity in the West

The 11CO sponsors 126 students from the Islamic
community in "Birmingham"”

The Islamic endowment is a permanent
charitable resource, an important trib-
utary of community and human devel-
opment, and a firm foundation that
played a pioneering role in building
Islamic civilization in its brightest his-
torical era, when Islamic endowments
encompassed all aspects of life, and
overshadowed the poor, needy, way-
farers, seekers of knowledge and so
many others. Reviving this role is one
of the greatest things charity organi-
zations can provide for the sustainable
development of individuals and com-
munities, and one of the most import-
ant contributions benefactors make to
good causes.

Among the blessed endowments spon-
sored by the International Islamic Charity
Organization is the “Light on Earth” En-
dowment, the legitimate disbursement
channels of which range from supporting
educational and cultural projects, dissem-
inating Islamic sciences, teaching Arabic
language, and so many others.

Furthermore, this project is one of the fruits of the “Light on
Earth” endowment, with 126 students completing their aca-
demic year 2022 - 2023 at Al Amana Al Arabia Schools in Bir-
mingham, United Kingdom, with a comprehensive educational
sponsorship from the IICO, and in cooperation with the “Moaz
Charitable Foundation” in Britain.
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The project aims to sponsor distinguished students from the
Muslim community in Britain, prepare and qualify them morally,
scientifically, and culturally to be influential in their Western so-
cieties, and to be proud of their Islamic identity.

The project lasted for a full academic year, starting from Sep-
tember 2022 until the end of July 2023. A group of distinguished




during 2022 to provide its relief and development services in 58
countries, in which itimplemented 6,793 social, educational, cul-
tural, developmental, and health programs and projects, for the
benefit of 6,397,969 beneficiaries, at a total cost of 15,779,328
Kuwaiti Dinars.

Dr. Al - Maatouq pointed out that Kuwaiti charity organizations
faced, at the end of 2022 and the beginning of this year, great
challenges in the face of a number of natural disasters and on-
going humanitarian crises, the most serious of which were the
devastating floods and torrents in Pakistan, and the devastating
earthquake disaster in Turkey and Syria. Noting that the “Fazaa
For Pakistan” campaign, in which the IICO participated in coordi-
nation with 27 charitable societies and under the auspices of the
Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Social Affairs, collected about
two million US dollars, provided urgent relief to thousands of
afflicted Pakistani people. As well as contributed to containing
the negative effects of the disaster and confronting the resulting
displacement movement, by providing food, medicine, first aid,
clothes, blankets, and tents for the affected people.

Moreover, the joint efforts of the relief campaign for those af-
fected by the devastating earthquake disaster in Turkey and
Syria early this year also resulted in the provision of support and
emergency humanitarian aid to 1,295,000 affected people, at a
cost exceeding 2,160,000 US Dollars.

He added that the combined efforts of Kuwaiti charitable as-
sociations in confronting crises and disasters increased the hu-
manitarian services and aid provided to the affected people, and
embodied the best meanings of human solidarity in supporting
the afflicted peoples. As well as set the most wonderful exam-
ples in demonstrating the authenticity and good nature of the
Kuwaiti people, and proved their well - deserved position at the
forefront of the humanitarian scene in the world.
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International events

Al - Maatouq: The responsibilities of the third
sector have steadily increased as the world's
humanitarian crises have grown in recent years

The charity organizations in Kuwait embodied the best
meanings of human solidarity and set the most wonderful
examples in supporting the afflicted peoples, and demon-
strated the authenticity of Kuwaiti people and their good-
ness.

During the past year and the beginning of this year, we faced
many urgent challenges as a result of natural disasters, the most
serious of which was the earthquake disaster in Turkey and Syria
and the devastating floods in Pakistan.

The Chairman of the International Islamic Charity Organization
(I1ICO), Special Advisor to the Secretary - General of the United
Nations, Dr. Abdullah Maatouq Al - Maatouq, affirmed the IICO’s
continued efforts to stand alongside vulnerable groups around
the world, proceeding from its sublime humanitarian message.
He also stressed that the escalating crises and disasters in vari-
ous regions of the world require us to join efforts and strengthen
partnerships between charity organizations to mitigate the se-
verity of these crises and face their negative repercussions.

In a press release on the occasion of World Humanitarian Day,
which falls on August 19, Al - Maatouq stated, “The third sec-
tor organizations’ responsibilities are increasing day after day
with the growth of humanitarian crises, emphasizing that they
have demonstrated a superior ability to confront the effects of
emergency natural disasters that have struck many regions of
the world. As well as facing many of the ongoing humanitarian
crises in recent years.

Furthermore, Al - Maatouq indicated that the IICO was active
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Abdul Ghaffar also revealed that the Regional Foundation for
Social Responsibility has allocated an endowment called the
“Development and Sustainability Endowment” that will present
an annual award aimed at advancing humanitarian work, in the
name of the late Emir Sheikh Sabah Al - Ahmad Al - Jaber Al - Sa-
bah, may Allah rest his soul in peace, in commemoration of his
anniversary and his long march in humanitarian action.

The inauguration ceremony included the presentation of an in-
troductory film on Kuwait’s efforts in the field of humanitarian
work, and the launch of an electronic recognition platform for
the State of Kuwait entitled “From the World to Kuwait... Thank
you”.

The Forum also witnessed the honoring of a number of Kuwaiti
charitable organizations and foundations that excelled in maxi-
mizing the impact of Kuwaiti humanitarian work.

It is worth noting that the program of the Forum consisted of
five workshops over six hours, covering ten topics, with the par-
ticipation of international experts and those concerned with
humanitarian affairs. The Forum also included an interactive
discussion session sponsored by the League of Arab States, on
the role of the Kuwaiti charitable sector in meeting the humani-
tarian needs of those affected by humanitarian crises in Somalia,
Syria, Sudan and Yemen, moderated by the Envoy of the Secre-

Topics of the Workshops:

« “Kuwaiti charity organizations and the innovation of human-
itarian work practices... Initiatives with a sustainable impact”.

- Forward - looking directives to enhance the sustainability of
Kuwait as a center for humanitarian action. Recommendations
for continuous improvement.

« Aligning Kuwait Vision 2035 with the United Nations Sustain-
able Development Goals in the field of humanitarian work.

« The quality of the humanitarian impact and the impact of
choosing Kuwait as a center for humanitarian action on the
quality of charitable work outcomes nationally and interna-
tionally.

« Scientific documentation of Kuwaiti humanitarian work ef-
forts and their impact on enhancing returns at the internal
and international levels.

« The private sector and the Kuwaiti business community and
their nationally influential and cross - border contributions to
the humanitarian response.

« Volunteers in the field of Kuwaiti humanitarian work. Profes-
sional giving practices and success stories.

« Legislations and laws related to Kuwaiti humanitarian work
and its observance of aspects of motivation and control of
practices.

« Kuwaiti government agencies related to development and
humanitarian work and their role in transforming Kuwait into a
center for humanitarian action

« Humanitarian diplomacy and tools for its employment in Ku-
waiti humanitarian work

tary - General of the Arab League for Humanitarian Relief Affairs,
Sheikha Hussa bint Khalifa Al Thani.
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In turn, the Special Envoy of the Secretary - General of the
League of Arab States for Humanitarian Relief, the honorary
guest of honor at the Forum, Sheikha Hussa bint Khalifa Al
Thani, called for the need for regional Arab humanitarian orga-
nizations, pointing out that millions of needy, sick and displaced
people around the world still need support and assistance.

She pointed out that choosing the State of Kuwait as a center
for humanitarian action was not surprising for Kuwait, which has
distinguished itself in its charitable and humanitarian work un-
til it has become the largest provider of humanitarian aid and a
role model in the Arab region.

She added that Kuwait’s charitable experience is an inspiration
to all of us, and that it teaches us that we all have a shared re-
sponsibility to alleviate human suffering.

For his part, the representative of the Arab Planning Institute,
Dr. Walid Abdel Mawla, in a speech delivered on behalf of the
Director of the Institute, Dr. Bader Malallah, asserted that the
United Nations’ selection of Kuwait as a center for humanitarian
action did not come out of nowhere, but rather came in recogni-
tion of Kuwait’s tireless efforts, which considers charitable work
a fundamental pillar of its strategic plans. As well as focuses on
humanitarian and development work, the results of which were
the reconstruction of many countries, and assistance to the poor
and the needy in countries of the world.

"AI - Maatouq: Giving is an integral part
of our national identity

We are proud of our long - standing char-
itable legacy, upon which we have grown
up and the charitable organization and
foundations traced its path

We emphasize our commitment to devel-
oping and enhancing the quality of chari-
table work and achieving a positive impact
that is in the interest of the individual and
society"

In turn, the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Regional
Network for Social Responsibility, Professor Yousef Abdel Ghaf-
far, said in his speech, “We in the Regional Network were keen
to offer a special gift to Kuwait on the ninth anniversary of the
State of Kuwait being chosen as a center for humanitarian action
by the United Nations, by holding this Forum through which we
seek to highlight the tremendous humanitarian role of Kuwait
for the world.”

He added, “I thank the government, people and organizations
of the State of Kuwait for sustaining excellence and quality of
impact in the field of humanitarian work.”

Abdel Ghaffar pointed out, “We, at the Regional Network, sup-
port the efforts of Kuwaiti humanitarian work, work with key
partners from Kuwait to enhance its impact, and establish ini-
tiatives sponsored by Kuwaiti authorities and personalities, to
build the capacities of workers in the Kuwaiti charitable sector,
and the fruits of these initiatives have extended outside Kuwait.”
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ficult humanitarian and economic conditions and the multiple
crises that the world is witnessing obligate us to improve the
quality of charitable work and achieve maximum sustainability
in giving.”

He stressed that, “Human values are at the forefront of our prior-
ities, and that giving is an integral part of our national identity,
and we in Kuwait are proud of the ancient charitable legacy that
we grew up with, and many charitable associations and organi-
zations have followed in its path.”

In this context, Al - Maatouq called for achieving a balance be-
tween the sustainability of giving and the quality of the impact
in charitable work, indicating that this equation represents an
ambitious vision for the future. He noted that the commitment
to developing and enhancing the quality of charitable work, and
achieving a positive impact that is in the interest of the individ-
ual and society.

Al - Maatouq explained that this vision requires strategic think-
ing and careful planning, which ensures that efforts and resourc-
es are directed towards the areas that achieve the greatest ben-
efit and impact, and that this vision reflects our real interest in
achieving positive and sustainable change.

Dr. Al - Maatouq added, “We at the International Islamic Charity
Organization, based on our vision that seeks to make the great-
est impact on human empowerment in the societies in which we
operate, have set for ourselves many strategic goals and starting
points with different dimensions, such as introducing moderate
Islamic culture, economic empowerment of those in need. As
well as providing educational and qualification opportunities
that achieve qualitative outcomes, and build the internal capa-
bilities of partner field organizations, based on a set of values
including Moderation, lhtisab, proficiency, effective communi-
cation, governance, and creativity.”

Moreover, Al - Maatouq stressed the importance of enhancing
cooperation and exchanging experiences among the partici-
pants in the forum, and sharing ideas and successful practices
that can contribute to the development and improvement of
charitable work, whether at the local or international level.

Al - Maatouq concluded by extending his thanks and gratitude
to His Highness, the Emir of the State, Sheikh Nawaf Al - Ahmad
Al - Jaber Al - Sabah - may Allah protect him - and his trustworthy
Crown Prince, His Highness Sheikh Mishaal Al - Ahmad Al - Jaber
Al - Sabah - may Allah protect him - for their support for the ef-
forts of those working in the field of humanitarian work. As well
as for sponsoring its activities aimed at raising the status of char-
itable and humanitarian work locally and internationally.

For his part, the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Al
Salam Humanitarian Society, the honorary Chairman of the Fo-
rum, Dr. Nabil Al - Awn, said, “Charitable work has become the
blood that flows in the veins of all Kuwaiti people.”

He indicated that Kuwait has been known for its adherence to
charitable and humanitarian work for more than 300 years by
rulers and the nation. Its bounties reached all parts of the world,
due to the commercial nature of the people of Kuwait and their
movement between countries.

Al - Awn stressed that the Kuwaiti charitable organizations and
associations have become a landmark in the arena of humani-
tarian giving thanks to their rapid field movements in various
regions, which the Kuwaiti administration considers a humani-
tarian duty that expresses the official position of Kuwait. Kuwaiti
voluntary bodies, associations, organizations, and teams pro-
vide relief to those affected in cases of disasters, calamities, and
wars inside and outside Kuwait.
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Humanitarian Conferences

Under the honorary patronage of the Chairman of the IICO Dr. Abdullah Al - Maatouq

“The Forum of Kuwait is the Center of
Humanitarian Action"... Pathways of Excellence

and sustainable Impact

The Chairman of the Internation-
al Islamic Charity Organization
(1ICO), Special Advisor to the Sec-
retary - General of the United Na-
tions, Dr. Abdullah Maatouq Al
- Maatougq, asserted that Kuwait’s
charitable leadership extended its
regional and global impact year
after year, until the State of Kuwait
came to the forefront of the hu-
manitarian scene during the last
decade, through holding many
international conferences to sup-
port the humanitarian situation in
several countries.

Al - Maatouq pointed out Kuwait's
continued humanitarian contribu-
tions to afflicted areas around the
world, until it deserved international
honoring by the United Nations in
September 2014 by choosing it as a
center for humanitarian action, as
well as crowning its late Emir Sheikh
Sabah Al - Ahmad - may Allah rest his
soul in peace - with the title of “Leader
of Humanitarian Action.”

This was in the speech delivered by Dr. Al - Maatouq at the in-
auguration of the activities of the Kuwait Humanitarian Action
Center Forum 2023, which was organized by the Regional Net-
work for Social Responsibility, under the theme “Humanitarian
Action in Kuwait... Pathways of Excellence and Sustainable Pos-
itive Impact Nationally and Internationally”, which was held in
conjunction with the ninth anniversary of the selection of Ku-
wait as a center for humanitarian action by the United Nations
in September 2014.

The works of the Forum were launched from the headquarters of
the Arab Planning Institute in Kuwait, in humanitarian partner-
ship with the Al - Salam Association for Humanitarian and Chari-
table Works, and in cooperation with the Institute for Excellence
for Training.

Furthermore, Al - Maatouq said, “This forum is held at a time
when the world is witnessing many challenges, which call for
concerted efforts and enhanced cooperation in order to achieve
a positive impact that is in the interest of all humanity. The dif-
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"AI - Maatouq: The severe humanitarian
conditions obligate us to improve the qual-
ity of charitable work

Our ambitious vision for the future is to
achieve a balance between the sustain-
ability of giving and the quality of impact

The "TAMKEEN" Initiative continues its role
in developing the performance of charita-
ble work staff through specialized profes-
sional courses, workshops, seminars, and
symposiums™



Humanitarian Campaigns

Launched by the “Hurrem Al - Sultan” Endowment on the occasion of World Humanitarian Day

Advisor to the Chairman of the Board of Directors of
the 1ICO for International Relations participates in the
global humanitarian campaign "Women of Charity"

in Istanbul

Hadeel Al - Sabti, Advisor to the Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the 1ICO for International
Relations, participated in the global humanitar-
ian campaign “Women of Charity”, which was
launched by the “Hurrem Al - Sultan” Endowment
in the Republic of Turkey, on Saturday, August
19, 2023, on the occasion of the International
Humanitarian Day.

During the campaign’s workshops, Al - Sabti present-
ed a working paper entitled “Women'’s Efforts in Hu-
manitarian Work Internationally.”

The campaign activities were launched from the
headquarters of the Municipality of Uskudar in Is-
tanbul, and will continue for a month. It aims to en-
hance and activate the humanitarian role of women
among communities that suffer from difficult living
conditions, and to emphasize their effective societal
and humanitarian role in helping marginalized and
vulnerable groups.

The Turkish Deputy Minister of Affairs and Women’s
Development, Laman Yeni Jun and many charitable,
humanitarian, educational, and human rights organi-
zations at the local, regional, and international levels,
as well as a host of specialists, academics, and lead-
ers of charitable work from various countries of the
Islamic world participated in the campaign.

It is noteworthy that the global “Women of Charity”
campaign was launched in six languages; Turkish, Ar-
abic, English, French, Urdu, and Albanian, accompa-
nied by various activities and participation in many
cities and capitals of the world.

The Campaign’s final statement called for adopting
women’s initiatives for projects that have a positive
impact on the lives of the neediest communities
around the world, forming a global platform to high-
light the role of women in charitable and humanitari-
an work, as well as leading female figures in this field.
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