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Empowerment Projects

Within the “Bab Rizq” Project to alleviate the suffering of needy families

Giving ownership of livestock and craft projects

to 57 Yemeni families

With the support of the International Islamic Charity
Organization (I1ICO), and within the framework of its
program for the economic empowerment of those
in need, 57 needy Yemeni families in the city of
Taiz owned livestock and craft projects within the
“Bab Rizq” Project, in cooperation with the Resalty
Foundation For Woman Development.

This project comes within the framework of the
IICO's keenness to provide sustainable income for
beneficiary families, improve the standard of living,
create new job opportunities, and develop Yemeni
society.

The project included 15 families owning livestock
projects at a rate of 3 heads of sheep per family.
The sheep heads were distributed to the beneficiary
families after training them in livestock management
and the craft of making cheese and its derivatives,
providing the necessary veterinary care and services for them,
following up on the beneficiary families and providing them
with technical and guidance support.

On the other hand, and under the slogan “Step by Step towards
Sustainable Economic Empowerment for Female Breadwinners,”
the project came to qualify and train 99 breadwinner families
on the craft and administrative side in the fields of (sewing
diploma, mobile programming and maintenance diploma, solar
energy maintenance diploma and electrical installations). As
this project culminated in the ownership of small projects for 42
relevant families.

Furthermore, the project aims to improve the income level of
breadwinning families and enhance their capabilities for self-
reliance, through ownership of various small projects that suit
their needs and capabilities.

For her part, the President of the Resalty Foundation for Woman
Development, Balqgis Sofian, stressed the importance of this
project in empowering female breadwinners and improving
their economic conditions, noting that the project will contribute
to providing new job opportunities and creating sustainable
income for the beneficiary families.

Sofian expressed her thanks and appreciation to the 11ICO and
the State of Kuwait for their generous support for the project,
stressing that this support will make a significant difference in
the lives of the beneficiary families.

For his part, the Deputy Director of the Office of Social Affairs and

Labor in Taiz Governorate, Fouad Al-Faqih, praised the efforts of
the lICO and the sisterly State of Kuwait for its support of projects
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“Insan Foundation thanks the IICO for its
generous support of charitable and educa-
tional projects

Al-Badr: We are keen to provide educa-
tional opportunities for the nation's people
in order to build a better future"

that contribute to achieving sustainable development in Yemen.
He also noted that the “Bab Rizq” Project has an important role
in alleviating the suffering of vulnerable families, empowering
women, and improving their living conditions.

In addition, the Director of Al-Muzaffar District, Muhammad
Abdulrahman Al-Kadhi, also thanked the State of Kuwait and the
1ICO for the generous and continuous support for these small
projects in Yemen.

The lICO is keen to enhance the capabilities of the individual and
society, improve livelihoods, enhance participation, and create
job opportunities.

Out of its belief that empowerment is the basis for achieving
sustainable development, the IICO continues to work on
implementing productive, craft and service projects that
contribute to improving the quality of life of poor and affected
needy families in the neediest countries around the world.



Productive Projects

To support their resilience and improve their livelihoods

Good Living Initiative: 35 productive projects for
the neediest families in Lebanon

In the context of its continuous efforts to empower the
neediest families, the International Islamic Charity
Organization (IICO) has implemented 35 successful
productive projects for the neediest families in Lebanon,
one project per family to enable them to improve
their livelihoods and achieve sustainable income, in
cooperation with the Jeel Sustainable Development.

The establishment of 35 emerging productive projects seeks
to employ unemployed individuals, enhance their skills, and
participate in projects that positively influence society, reduce
the unemployment rate, and improve the performance and
returns of economic projects, which leads to achieving self-
sufficiency and enhancing their financial independence. As
well as improving the social life of beneficiaries in the local
community by providing job opportunities and enhancing
community interaction.

Furthermore, the 1ICO supports microfinance projects to
help poor communities recover from their economic and
humanitarian crises, create an enabling environment for the
transition towards a more comprehensive, sustainable and
connected future, help them achieve self-sufficiency, and
provide suitable job opportunities for the beneficiaries, men
and women.

Based on its belief in the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), the IICO is keen to ensure that the direct beneficiaries
of job opportunities are from the poor and vulnerable groups,
especially women and youth, which contributes to increasing the
income of these groups and positively affects family investments
in education and health over time. As well as economic growth
and social stability, besides directly reducing the poverty rate.

The executive report of the Good Living Project indicates that
the 1ICO took the initiative to support the sustainable livelihood
approach, which stems from the eighth goal of the Sustainable
Development Goals. It also focuses on promoting sustainable
and comprehensive economic growth, full and productive
employment, and providing decent work for all, given that small
economic projects are considered a strong basis for supporting
infrastructure and supporting the economic and commercial
empowerment of families and individuals, and their importance
in local communities that lack large economic development
projects and programs.

In this context, the IICO’s support for 35 small productive
projects for 35 of the neediest families in various regions in
Lebanon (Al Iklim, Sidon, Tyre, Beqaa, Tripoli, Akkar and Beirut)
was in accordance with its strategy for financing small income-
generating projects. The projects varied between production,
trade and services.

“The 1ICO's productive projects aim to
achieve self-sufficiency, enhance financial
independence, and improve social life

Small empowerment projects are vital,
sustainable projects that enhance the re-
silience of the neediest families"

In light of the economic challenges, valuable lessons emerge
that enhance the ability of projects to adapt and succeed, as
experiences have shown that effective communication with
participants and providing various options constitute the basis
for achieving economic goals, according to the estimates of the
partner entity, Jeel Sustainable Development.

Theflexibility of the program and the provision of comprehensive
support to new participants formed the cornerstone of achieving
continuity, as implementation processes were facilitated and
participation stimulated, which highlights the importance
of designing economic programs based on the concept of
comprehensiveness and flexibility.

Since this development project is one of the vital sustainable
projects that enhances the chances of resilience of the neediest
families and encourages them to achieve greater success and
brilliance, the need is increasing to support small empowerment
projects in the coming period, whether in shops or homes, to
empower the largest number of women.
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Educational Projects

More than 3,300 students, both male and female, participated in the “Our Life is More Beautiful with

Values” Program

"My Right to Education." Sponsoring 100 male and
female students in 7 Arab schools in Malaysia

As part of its keenness to provide educational opportunities
to the nation’s most needy students, the International
Islamic Charity Organization (IICO) sponsored 100 male
and female students in (7) Arab schools throughout
Malaysia, by paying their tuition fees and implementing
an accompanying educational program entitled “Our Life is
More Beautiful with Values” in cooperation with the “Insan”
Foundation for Relief and Development in Malaysia.

This came during the closing ceremony of the educational
project “My Right to Education,” which was held on March ,9
2024, in the presence of Counselor at the Kuwaiti Embassy in
Malaysia Badr Al-Saqr, the Dean of the Arab Diplomatic Corps in
Malaysia, the Yemeni Ambassador Adel Bahamid, and a host of
heads of Malaysian charitable organizations.

As over 3,300 students benefited from the activities and activities
of the accompanying program. The program culminated in an
internal competition in schools and an external competition
at the level of the seven participating schools, in addition to
honoring a number of prominent students and winners during
the closing ceremony.

Furthermore, a statement issued by the “Insan” Foundation,
which supervised the implementation of the project and is
registered within the humanitarian work system with the
Kuwaiti Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said that the project aimed
to support distinguished students and promote lofty values and
noble morals among Arab school students.

Insan Foundation expressed its deep thanks to the IICO for its
generous support of charitable and educational projects.

For his part, lbrahim Al-Badr, Deputy Director General for
Institutional Communication at the IICO, confirmed in a recorded
speech during the ceremony that this project comes within the
contextof the strategicvision of the IICO, which seeks to empower
people educationally, culturally, and economically, through
high-quality programs and effective strategic partnerships.

He pointed out that the IICO, throughout its humanitarian
development journey, which extends for about four decades, is
concerned with educating and educating people in 86 countries
around the world, and all it seeks is for this person to be able to
make a positive developmental impact in his society.

Moreover, Al-Badr added, “It is our duty to work together and
cooperate in supporting educational programs and providing
educational opportunities for the people of the nation and
working to develop their skills and qualify them to engage in
the labor market and build their future in a better way. He also
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“Insan Foundation thanks the IICO for its
generous support of charitable and educa-
tional projects

Al-Badr: We are keen to provide educa-
tional opportunities for the nation's people
in order to build a better future"

pointed out that education is not just a right, but it is also an
investment in the future, and when we invest in our children, we
invest in the future of the nation and its true wealth.

He continued: the 1ICO is keen to provide educational
opportunities for those who deserve it, by offering them
scholarships, developing training and professional development
programs, and providing modern educational means, in an effort
to empower them to become active elements in their society.

Al-Badr stressed that the IICO is proud of the partnership
with the “Insan” Foundation and is always looking forward to
strengthening it through serious, thoughtful and ambitious
projects that will have a positive impact on the future of the
nation’s people and contribute to developing their capabilities
and honing their talents.

Since the 1ICO’s role does not stop at providing educational
opportunities, but also extends to supporting infrastructure and
developing communities through the construction of schools
and educational facilities.



A Training Center for the
Support of Low-Income
and Poor Youth

The project aims to install renewable solar
energy equipment in the building of the Is-
lamic Endowments Directorate in Tripoli, to
reduce operating costs. The building houses
Dar Al-Ifta, the Islamic Endowments Direc-
torate, and approximately 80 offices rented
for various purposes.

Through a grant from the 1ICO, the Leba-
nese Association for the Support of Scien-
tific Research will install and oversee the
solar energy system for a period of 10 years.
Subsequently, the ownership of the system
will transfer to the Islamic Endowments. In
exchange, the Islamic Endowments will allo-
cate two floors totaling 1,500 square meters
to the Lebanese Association for establishing
the Training and Employment Center in Trip-
oli and the North.

The center's objective is to provide training
opportunities to all individuals aged 16-46
from low-income and underprivileged fami-
lies across Lebanon, both through in-person
sessions and remote learning. The training
programs will encompass theoretical in-
struction, simulated labor market experi-
ences, as well as hands-on training within
companies, followed by job placement sup-
port.

This center places particular emphasis on in-
dividuals who have faced challenges in tra-
ditional academic settings, such as univer-
sity students seeking to enhance their skills
during or post-studies, as well as craftsmen
aiming to improve their capabilities and ad-
vance in their careers.

Furthermore, this training initiative holds
significant importance due to the gap be-
tween academic curricula and the evolving
demands of the professional landscape in
today's labor market. In addition to a notice-
able absence of comparable projects that
offer crucial life, administrative, technical,
and technological skills essential for career
success. A centralized training center is im-
perative to address these gaps, providing
essential logistical support including office
facilities, electricity, and internet access for
trainees. Moreover, establishing connec-
tions between job seekers and employers
is vital to bridging the employment gap, es-
pecially given the limited job opportunities
in the local market and the potential for ac-
cessing global employment prospects.

Educational Projects

Through sponsorship of university fees and an accompanying
training program

Sponsoring and qualifying 30 bright

The IICO’s office in Jordan, in cooperation with the Hayat Education Char-
itable Fund, inaugurated the closing ceremony of the “Sponsorship and
Qualification of Outstanding Students” Project under the patronage of the
Deputy Head of the Kuwaiti Diplomatic Mission in Jordan, Counselor Nass-
er Al-Mutairi, and in the presence of the IICO’s representative, Dr. Moham-
med Al-Jufairi. As well as the Director of the IICO’s office in Jordan, Dr. Mus-
tafa Al-Awad, the representative of the Hayat Education Charitable Fund,
Musa Al-Saket, and a number of major donors, supporters, and students.

This project comes within the framework of the partnership between the IICO and
the Hayat Education Charitable Fund, to work to support the education of bril-
liant and gifted students by supporting 30 male and female students and caring
for them by securing university tuition fees. As well as involving them in a training
program accompanying their university studies for a full year, during which the
students received many new skills and knowledge in leadership, emotional intel-
ligence, critical thinking, and self-esteem.

For his part, Al-Mutairi appreciated the depth of relations between the countries
of Jordan and Kuwait, which were established by the leadership of the two broth-
erly countries in various economic, cultural, political, and educational fields. He
also said that Jordanian-Kuwaiti relations are characterized by strategic partner-
ship and joint coordination in all regional and international forums so that these
bilateral relations between the two countries become a model for joint Arab ac-
tion.

In turn, Dr. Al-Jufairi spoke about the role provided by the IICO as one of the
major institutions in the humanitarian field at the level of the Islamic world, in
the field of building and empowering people economically, culturally, and educa-
tionally through specific and high-quality programs. As well as its vision aimed at
making the greatest impact within the geographical scope of its work.

For his part, Eng. Al-Saket praised the role of the IICO, the impact of its contin-
uous support for the Fund’s projects, and the importance of strengthening such
partnerships with international and local organizations to support students. As
this had a great impact on achieving the noble mission of supporting the right to
education for students who excelled academically from poor families.

The project was concluded during a ceremony organized for this purpose, which
included several activities, the most notable of which was hosting a group of dis-
tinguished students who shared their success stories and achievements through
an exhibition of their own. It was also highlighted how such scholarships can pos-
itively change their academic and professional path.

Furthermore, 21 female students excelled in writing and drafting the script, and
developing and preparing the content that
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Development Projects

With the aim of serving startups and secure job opportunities for young people

The inauguration of Ali Saleh Al-Lahaib Business Incubator
in Lebanon, to train and employ 720 trainees annually

Funded by the International Islamic Charity Organization
(11ICO), the Ali Saleh Al-Lahaib Business Incubator for Train-
ing and Employment has been opened in Lebanon at the
"Light Space" Center. The center is fully equipped and of-
fers a range of services, making it the first of its kind in the
city of Tripoli. It aims to spread knowledge and culture, and
provide employment and production opportunities for all,
without discrimination. The project is a partnership be-
tween the IICO, the Lebanese Association for the Support
of Scientific Research (LASER), and the Tripoli Endowments
Department.

The center was officially launched in a lavish ceremony held at
the Rachid Karami International Fair, under the auspices of Prime
Minister Najib Mikati, represented by Minister of Culture Judge
Mohammad Mortada. The event was attended by notable fig-
ures including the Mufti of Tripoli and the North Sheikh Moham-
mad Imam, as well as the Chairman of the Association Dr. Fawaz
Al-Omar. This inauguration marked a significant milestone with-
in the framework of the "Tripoli, Capital of Arab Culture for the
year 2024" activities.

The inauguration included a tour of the "Light Space" Center and
an introductory session about the center, its most important fa-
cilities and services. The session was attended by the light am-
bassadors, the content creator Amr Maskoun, the singer Hamoud
Al-Khader. As well as several directors and representatives of lo-
cal and international institutions and companies, schools, and
universities, in addition to prominent media figures.

Al-Lahib Center stands as the largest business incubator in
Northern Lebanon and the second largest in the country, span-
ning over 2,000 square meters. Its primary focus lies in training
fresh graduates and providing employment opportunities for
the unemployed. The center achieves this through a range of
individual and shared offices, meeting rooms, and an expansive
communal space designed for hosting a variety of activities.

Furthermore, the center represents a pioneering business model
in solar energy investment, being the largest solar energy proj-
ect in Tripoli. It stands out as a financially sustainable initiative
right from its inception and was established through a strategic
partnership aimed at incubating, training, and employing ap-
proximately 720 trainees annually, in collaboration with special-
ized companies.

In just six months, the powerful collaboration between the 1ICO
and Lebanese entities materialized into the largest renewable so-
lar energy project in North Lebanon. This transformation turned
hope into tangible reality, dreams into substantial achievements,
and ideas into the foundation of a promising institution with a
sustainable future. The partnership's success serves as a living
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“The business incubator is the outcome of
a firm partnership between the 1ICO, "Sci-
entific Research" and the Tripoli Endow-
ments Department

The project ignites a spark of hope and
paves the way for young people to secure
job opportunities"

testament to the remarkable results that can be achieved when
efforts are united toward a noble and impactful goal.

This project is a vital component of sustainable development
initiatives, especially given Lebanon's ongoing energy crisis and
frequent power outages. While solar energy has emerged as a
preferred solution for many, its widespread adoption faces chal-
lenges due to the high costs associated with solar energy systems.

While Lebanon is suffering its worst economic crisis in decades
in light of the deteriorating economic situation and the depre-
ciation of the local currency by more than 20 times, the severe
energy crisis has cast its shadow on the situation in the country
and exacerbated the problems of the Lebanese people.

This has led to increased suffering of the citizens due to the re-
peated power outages, while some areas are experiencing pow-
er outages throughout the day in light of the severe liquidity cri-
sis that is plaguing the state-owned "Electricité du Liban"(EDL),
Electricity of Lebanon, which is responsible for producing 90% of
the electricity in the country.



Influential Personalities

The Secretary-General renewed confidence in him as Special Advisor for another year

Al Maatougq... 12 consecutive years of service
to humanity at the United Nations

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, Anténio Guterres,
renewed the appointment of the Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the International Islamic Charity Organization (1ICO),
Dr. Abdullah Al Maatouq, as Special Advisor to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations for the eighth year in a row. This
brings his years of service to humanity through the United
Nations to 12 consecutive years.

Dr. Al Maatouq received a letter from the Secretary-General of
the United Nations renewing confidence in him as his Special
Advisor, with the rank of Under-Secretary-General for an eighth
term ending in March 2025, in accordance with the terms,
conditions, regulations, and administrative laws in force in the
United Nations.

In turn, Dr. Al Maatouq welcomed this renewed international
confidence, hoping that he would continue his diligent efforts
to serve humanity and strengthen partnership efforts with the
United Nations and international organizations in light of the
serious crises, conflicts, and humanitarian disasters that the
world is facing.

Furthermore, Dr. Al Maatouq considered the renewal of
confidence in him for a new term as a testimony from the United
Nations of the importance of partnership with Islamic charitable
work, given its pivotal role in providing relief to the afflicted
people. As well as supporting the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals for 2030, and meeting the needs of poor
and afflicted communities without discrimination.

Moreover, he noted that he would not have represented
the Arab and Islamic world in this position throughout these
years, had it not been for the grace of Allah, the Almighty, and
then the support of the political leadership for him, and the
success of charitable and humanitarian work in carrying out
its mission with all integrity and transparency. He also stressed
his continuation in highlighting the bright humanitarian face
of Kuwait and defending the rights of the vulnerable to live a
dignified and safe life.

Dr. Al Maatouq has a distinguished and pioneering role in
highlighting the humanitarian face of the State of Kuwait during
his official and humanitarian career. This role is still extended and
progressing - thanks to Allah, the Almighty -whether through his
strong, high-level network of relationships and direct contacts
with many governmental and humanitarian leaders around
the world, or through the institutional humanitarian efforts
undertaken by the IICO since he assumed the presidency of its
Board of Directors in 2010 until today.

It is worth noting that Dr. Al Maatouq assumed the position of
Special Advisor to the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
Anténio Guterres, in March 2017. He also served as the United
Nations Secretary-General’s Envoy for Humanitarian Affairs for
four consecutive years (2016 - 2012) during the era of former
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, in appreciation of his efforts
to support the path of humanitarian partnership with the
United Nations and its agencies specialized in providing relief
to afflicted communities and working to alleviate their suffering.
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