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eas, provide job opportunities to obtain sustainable livelihood
resources, support family cohesion in rural areas, combat pov-
erty, instill a culture of work, pay attention to protecting the en-
vironment and biodiversity, and build an equipped facility that
represents an incubator village for development and craft proj-
ects for rural women. As well as providing livelihood resources
for families, improving the status of rural women, marketing vil-
lage products, achieving financial sustainability for the project,
valuing the local product, and diversifying production.

In addition, the village represents a way for the advancement of
Tunisian women in the rural environment by attracting women
and integrating them into craft and agricultural activities that
are in line with the nature of the region, which is mountainous,
fertile, rainy, and rich in natural forest products, and providing
income-generating job opportunities.

With such projects, women can take care of their families and
not allow their daughters to drop out of school in order to go
out to work, which is a widespread phenomenon in this region.
Moreover, providing a livelihood that preserves the dignity of
rural women is the best way to address the phenomenon of em-
ploying minors, as the village project represents the foundations
on which the process of family advancement and cohesion in ru-
ral areas is based.

The desired impact of the village is reflected in improving the
quality of work, expanding the number of beneficiaries directly
and indirectly, increasing production and improving productiv-
ity, and thus raising the standard of living of rural families eco-
nomically, educationally, and culturally.

Ain Draham

“Ain Draham’, which is located in northwestern Tunisia, is a
mountainous, forested area par excellence with a rural character
that extends along the Khmer Mountains in the north of Jendou-
ba state.

These areas are characterized by a cold climate and rugged ter-
rain, where large amounts of rain and snowfall annually. They
are characterized by dense forests rich in diverse vegetation, and
plains and agricultural areas are scarce.

In light of these difficult natural and climatic conditions, rural
women live in very harsh conditions, as the number of family
members is often high and the man is unemployed in a rural en-
vironment where various aspects of development such as facto-
ries and others are absent.

Under these circumstances, rural women have no choice but to
go out to work on the estates of large farmers for very low wages
and without any rights. In addition, many families are forced to
remove their daughters from school and send them to work as
domestic helpers through intermediaries in major cities, a phe-
nomenon that these areas have been known for many years.

Al-Mutawa opens Al-Lahib Village
and inspects charitable projects in

Tunisia
. During a charitable
al trip full of activi-
! : ties, events, and

inspection tours in
Tunisia, the Deputy
Director General of
the Projects Sec-
= tor, Abdul Rahman
Al-Mutawa, inau-
' i\ gurated  Al-Lahib
' | Village project for
development and
craft projects in the
Ain Draham region
in northwestern Tunisia. The event was attended by the head of the OI-
ive Branch Network of Development Associations, Hatem Al-Ayadi, and
representatives of civil society.

The cost of the project, amounting to $590,000, is due to the proceeds
of the endowment of the late Ali Saleh Al-Lahaib - may God have mercy
on him. The visit came to inspect the project, verify that the completed
works and activities conform to the approved study and the agreed-up-
on specifications, as well as give the signal for the launch of the project,
and learn about the activities and works that the village embraces.

Furthermore, Al-Mutawa met with officials in the states of Kasserine
and Sfax and the Ambassador of the State of Kuwait to Tunisia, Man-
sour Khaled Al-Omar, and inspected many projects and activities im-
plemented with funding from the IICO, and was closely informed of the
economic and social conditions in Tunisia through a tour in a number
of Tunisian governorates and entities.

Al-Mutawa was informed of the humanitarian challenges faced by the
state of Kasserine - the poorest state in Tunisia - such as high rates of
poverty, early school dropout, unemployment, water shortages, ...etc.

He also inspected some of the IICO projects, such as health centers,
wells, homes for the poor, and families of orphans sponsored by the
1ICO, and some of the craft and agricultural activities that rural women
working in the region work on and which are funded by the IICO within
the projects of the microfinance program for needy families.

In addition, Al-Mutawa visited the headquarters of the partner entity,
the Olive Branch Network, to learn about its institutional experience
and the network’s governance, structuring, and administrative organi-
zation systems.

The Village is a new space to
accommodate rural women’s activities

The project stems from a successful and pioneering work experience in
attracting and employing women living in rural areas in the region, which
is the experience of the Rural Women’s Complex in Ain Draham, which
includes 500 women working in various craft and agricultural activities.

Furthermore, the complex is a structure for the social and solidarity
economy that adopts the principle of participatory work among work-
ing women according to each specialty. It has been operating for 10
years, and has a distinguished and successful experience in training, re-
habilitation, teamwork, and good management. The village represents
a new space to accommodate the complex’s activities for women.
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Development Projects

A sustainable development project to support rural women and provide sustainable income

Al Lahib Village for development and craft projects
In Tunisia... 3,000 beneficiaries of women and their

families

As part of its humanitarian and development role, the
International Islamic Charity Organization (IICO) inaugu-
rated the village of the late Ali Saleh Al Lahib in the Ain
Draham region of Jendouba Province in northwestern Tu-
nisia. The project serves as a business incubator for small
development and craft projects, to develop the capabil-
ities of rural women, raise their efficiency and improve
their economic, social, cultural, and educational status,
in cooperation with the Olive Branch Network of devel-
opment associations in Tunisia.

The village, funded by the proceeds of a third of the endow-
ment of the late Ali Saleh Al Lahib in the Charitable Organiza-
tion, includes 6 departments, two houses, and an agricultural
complex, and extends over an area approaching a hectare. It
represents an incubator for many craft and agricultural activi-
ties that rural women work on in Ain Draham, under the supervi-
sion of the Agricultural Development Complex for Rural Women
and sponsored by the Olive Branch Network.

Project Areas:

The project, which benefits 3,000 women and their families,
includes a number of work units. The first specializes in cheese
making, which represents a workspace and contains various
equipment. It also supervises a herd of milk-producing goats,
and the second is concerned with the distillation of medicinal
and aromatic oils, where the forest product can be used. Some
plants are also planted inside air-conditioned agricultural hous-
es inside the village and in the homes of women participating
in the project.

Furthermore, the third unit includes agricultural products in
which spices, traditional bread, and mountain oak flour are
made, while the fourth unit includes textiles and craft products
such as sewing and embroidery activities, and the manufacture
of traditional utensils and antiques.

In this context, the project adopts the working mechanisms of
the social and solidarity economy. Women working in the medic-
inal and aromatic oils distillation unit, for example, are divided
into work teams: one team works to collect plants from the for-
est, another produces other types of plants at home, and a third
performs the distillation process.

Moreover, the project also includes an exhibition hall that rep-
resents a point of display and sale of various products produced
by the estate, a management headquarters, and a meeting
room, and a digital system is being launched to market the proj-
ect’s products via the Internet.

Project Objectives:

The project aims to attract and employ women living in rural ar-
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Olive Branch Network in brief

The Olive Branch Network of Development Associations includes 26
Tunisian non-profit social development associations, specializing in
building a solidarity society based on comprehensive human values
and caring for people in their health, living, scientific, cultural, and
spiritual needs in order to value and employ their capabilities to ad-
vance society.

Furthermore, the network enjoys the trust of many Kuwaiti char-
itable institutions, including the IICO, Zakat House, International
Mercy, Qawafil Association for Relief and Development, Balad Al
Khair, and the General Secretariat of Endowments, through the
implementation of many projects and programs. This includes
seasonal relief campaigns, projects to empower livelihoods, spon-
sor orphans, dig wells, and construction projects such as building
housing units for widows. Orphans, building a dispensary, etc.

Beneficiary groups... A space for
capacity development

The project targets women living in rural areas who are mem-
bers of poor families, mothers of orphans, women who are
breadwinners for their families, and rural girls who hold aca-
demic degrees and are unemployed at the same time.

The project study indicates that working rural Tunisian women
need a space that represents an incubator to meet their needs and
develop their capabilities, and a center that meets their needs for
economic empowerment, and provides educational and training
opportunities that achieve qualitative outcomes. As well as de-
velops their professional capabilities to become productive and
active in their communities, and raises their awareness of the cul-
ture of work, self-reliance, and avoiding dependence.



emonies, one of the winning students, guided the event with
impressive confidence and ability, demonstrating his linguistic
skills and remarkable improvisational talents throughout the
ceremony.

Furthermore, at the event, a Quranic reciter with a melodious
voice recited verses from the Holy Quran, bringing spiritual re-
freshment to the attendees and leaving a deep religious impres-
sion. The ceremony was also enhanced by a poem presented by
one of the winning students, which she had written herself, add-
ing a meaningful and creative aspect to the occasion.

These exceptional contributions offer clear and convincing ev-
idence of the program'’s success in helping students develop a
variety of skills. Through practical experiences, the program
has effectively fostered qualities such as self-confidence, public
speaking prowess, oratory skills, and creativity, aimed at devel-
oping and refining these skills.

Under its Strategic Vision for 2022-2026, the 1ICO places a strong
emphasis on the development of gifted students. The vision’s
goal is to support cultural and educational growth by providing
them with the necessary opportunities and support to become
influential and positive contributors to their communities.

The 1ICO’s mission extends well beyond the provision of educa-
tional opportunities for deserving students. It encompasses a
diverse array of educational projects, including the building and
equipping of schools, the development of university facilities,
the provision of preparatory courses for university admissions,
the establishment of academies dedicated to nurturing gifted
students, the implementation of teacher training programs, the
support of remedial programs to address learning difficulties,

Developing Students’ Personalities
and Strengthening Their Connection
to the Quran and Sunnah

A total of 3,200 students participated in the accompanying
educational program, which included students from both Ara-
bic-speaking and non-Arabic-speaking schools.

The program’s objectives included contributing to the devel-
opment of Arab youth by enhancing their identity and instill-
ing Islamic values, while also increasing their awareness of the
significance of these values. It aimed to develop their spiritual,
moral, intellectual, and social dimensions to protect them from
ideological and doctrinal deviations.

In addition, the program was committed to establishing a con-
nection between students and the Quran by promoting its rec-
itation, memorization, and comprehension, and by advancing
their understanding of Islamic culture. It also sought to inspire
students to adopt the virtuous character of the Prophet Mu-
hammad (peace be upon him) through the study of his life and
Hadith, and to promote the core values of Islamic brotherhood,
cooperation, cleanliness, kindness, integrity, and filial duty.

One of the activities of the accompanying educational program
is to disseminate weekly values in both Arabic and English at
each school and to periodically circulate them among students.
Additionally, the program involves implementing activities re-
lated to each value, publishing awareness posters, sharing the
value during the school’s morning broadcast, displaying it on
school bulletin boards, and sharing it through the schools’ and
the institution’s WhatsApp groups for students and parents, as
well as on the institutions and schools’ social media pages. The
program also allocates educational periods for activities related
to each value.

The program also aims to organize a periodic internal competi-
tion at the level of each participating school to test the students
involved in the accompanying educational program on the
values disseminated weekly. The competition will determine a
final list of eligible qualifiers for the concluding competition at
the level of the participating schools, and the winners will be
awarded financial prizes as incentives and encouragement.

and the facilitation of opportunities for gifted students to pur-
sue advanced degrees, and others.
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Educational Projects

The accompanying Program ‘Our Lives Are Better with Values’ Provided Support for 3,200 Students

The ‘My Right to Learn’ Project: Sponsoring 100
Students across 7 Arab Schools in Malaysia

As part of its new educational project, the International
Islamic Charity Organization sponsored 100 exceptional
students in (7) Arab schools in Malaysia under the initiative
‘My Right to Learn to Assist Outstanding Arab Students in
Malaysia. This effort included covering the students’ tui-
tion fees and establishing an accompanying educational
program that benefitted 3,200 students, in partnership
with the Development and Human Relief Society (INSAN).

Within its educational initiatives, the 11ICO has made it a priori-
ty to cover tuition fees for students who are most in need. Ad-
ditionally, it manages a range of accompanying educational,
cultural, and recreational programs designed to support these
students’ development and ensure a stimulating and enriching
educational environment.

Furthermore, this project focused on aiding Arab students who
had been displaced to Malaysia because of the wars and con-
flicts in their native countries. The project aimed to support
these students in continuing their educational pursuits and to
ease the financial pressures resulting from the high cost of edu-
cation in Malaysia.

The program supported students within the age range of 6 to 17
years, who were displaced from their home countries of Yemen,
Syria, Somalia, Palestine, Iraq, Sudan, Bangladesh, and Nigeria.

Beyond its educational objectives, the project had a signifi-
cant impact on reducing the emotional strain experienced
by students’ families, who faced difficulties in paying for their
children’s education due to severe economic challenges. Addi-
tionally, the project aimed to provide equitable educational op-
portunities for all students in need.

Moreover, the program, titled ‘Our Lives Are Better with Values,
was designed to foster Islamic values and embed moral and edu-
cational principles among Arab school students through engag-
ing and competitive methods. It featured competitions, cultural
events, and awards for exceptional students, all aimed at pro-
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" Offering equal educational opportunities for
the beneficiaries, the program also aims to
reinforce Islamic values and identity through
its accompanying educational activities

Our program is proud to support students
from Yemen, Syria, Somalia, Palestine,
Iraq, Sudan, Bangladesh, and Nigeria

The students who emerged as winners in the
educational program took the opportunity at
the closing ceremony to highlight their lan-
guage skills and creative talents in poetry "

tecting them from ideological and doctrinal deviations.

The final ceremony of the project highlighted the achieve-
ments of a distinguished group of Arab students from various
educational levels who had excelled throughout the program’s
inspiring journey. The event went beyond a traditional celebra-
tion, serving as a tribute to the student’s efforts and providing
a platform for them to showcase their creativity and share their
unique experiences.

During the ceremony of the project, the winners of the accom-
panying educational program took on the role of presenters,
showcasing their talents and skills before a distinguished gath-
ering of diplomats, representatives from Malaysian institutions,
school principals, and the student’s parents. The master of cer-



the goods of
Arab and Asian
traders entered
the continent for
centuries.

Along this coast,
which has some
of Africa’s best
beaches, are
Muslim-majori-
ty Swahili cities
such as Momba-
sa, a historic cen-
ter that has con-
tributed much
to the country’s
cultural heritage.

In the center,
there are densely
populated high-
lands and are
famous for their
tea plantations,
which were an
economic staple
during the Brit-
ish colonial era.

The Christian re-
ligion is the ma-
jority religion, as
Christians consti-
tute 67% of the
total population
due to the long
period of colo-
nialism and the
activity of Chris-
tianization cam-
paigns, while
Muslims consti-
tute about 30%
of the popula-
tion and a small
portion of the
population prac-
tice paganism.
It is noteworthy
that Nairobi is
one of the most
expensive  Afri-
can capitals, and
the cost of living
is relatively high,
compared to the
capitals of other
African coun-
tries. It is located
in the highlands,
which gives it
moderate weath-
er throughout
the year.

Educational Projects

Itis located on an area of 1,738 square meters and includes 12 classrooms

YUAI International Islamic School serves
500 male and female students in Japan

As part of its ongoing educational interventions, the International Islamic Charity Organization sponsored a project
to support the purchase of land and property for the Japanese Al-Sanad Islamic School to serve 500 male and female
students, and in cooperation with the YUAI International Islamic School.

Through its strategic vision 2022-2026, the 11CO seeks to provide educational and qualification opportunities for the
neediest people, with the aim of graduating them armed with education and knowledge, and positive actors in their
communities.

Furthermore, The Japanese school, which has an area of 1,738 square meters and is located in the Soka area, The
school includes 12 educational classrooms, 3 administrative offices, an event auditorium, a laboratory, a library, a
clinic, and a sports playground, and its capacity reaches 500 male and female students, compared to the 140 male
and female students who were accommodated by the old school in the Shibuya area.

According to the project’s progress report, high school students moved from the Shibuya campus to the new campus
in Soka near the Japanese capital, Tokyo, where the preparation phase included holding orientation sessions for
students and parents, creating a website for the school, and purchasing facilities such as tables, chairs, boards, and
a printer.

Moreover, the school in Japan aims to provide a promising education for Muslim children, given that Japanese society
welcomes Muslim foreigners, enjoys a very competitive market, and is concerned with the quality of education. As it
provides an integrated and comprehensive education that focuses on Islamic values and character building in addition
to intellectual excellence through the internationally acclaimed model of the University of Cambridge in the UK.

The backgrounds of the students studying vary between Japanese, Indonesians, Malaysians, Pakistanis, and Arabs
with permanent residency, in addition to children of expatriates and Arab and Muslim diplomats, as it is the only
school that provides educational opportunities from kindergarten to secondary school.

It is known that YUAI is the fastest growing Islamic school in Japan, as its supervisory committees include a number
of specialists and actors in the field of Islamic and educational work in Japan, namely:

President of the Japanese Islamic Center, Dr. Musa Mohamed Omar, the first Sudanese student to arrive in Japan on
a scholarship, completed his doctorate in architecture at Waseda University, one of the top 10 universities in Japan,
and served as Sudan’s ambassador to Japan.

President of the FGA Educational Foundation and Curriculum Consultant Yetti Dalimi, who has more than 30 years
of experience in the educational field in different schools dealing with age groups from kindergarten to high school.

The current director of YUAI Islamic School since its inception and financial advisor Prof. Dr. Engku Rabiah Adawiyah,
who holds a master’s degree in clinical psychology, works as an advisor to the National Bank of Malaysia and vice
chairman of the Sharia Shura Council in Malaysia, and is one of more than 50 influential women in the field of Islamic
finance.

General Executive Director of YUAI Islamic School “Michiyo Ok’, who is of Japanese origin, has experience in the field
of Japanese law, and has led the school for 5 years.

In addition to the financial director, curriculum director, and school advisory bodies, Namiki Gakuin Koto Gakkou
(Japanese Higgs Private School) and Kakei Gakuin, one of the largest educational institutions in Japan, Adani Islamic
School (Cambridge Islamic School in Malaysia) and Al-Nouri Islamic School (Islamic Australia school - Certified).

In addition, the school has important and developing experience in the field of education, as it is keen on its quality,
enjoys the trust of the community and various embassies of different nationalities, and has extensive relations with
many local Japanese schools, and the kindergarten is registered with the government of Japan.

Children of Muslims in Japan have long sought to establish a regular school and prepare it according to Japanese law,
in which they can learn and preserve their Islamic identity, especially in light of the increasing numbers of children of
Japanese Muslims and children of resident Muslims married to Japanese women.

Moreover, Islamic associations in Japan also make great efforts to spread the Islamic message through building Islam-
icschools, paying attention to memorizing the Holy Qur‘an, and teaching the Arabic language.
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Educational Projects

Modern equipped hall to improve the quality of education

The opening of the lecture room of Al-Lahib at Umma
University in Kenya accommodating 416 students

The Deputy Director General of the Projects Sector, Abdul
Rahman Al-Mutawa, participated during a charitable trip
to Kenya in the official opening ceremony of Umma Univer-
sity, which was founded by Dr. Abdul Rahman Al-Sumait -
may God have mercy on him - in 2007, which included the
inauguration of a number of new departments and col-
leges at the university.

The lICO contributed to this project by financing the educational
lecture room project at the university from the proceeds of the
endowment of the late Ali Saleh Al-Lahaib - may God have mercy
on him, within the framework of coordination and partnership
with the Direct Aid Society. As well as the 1ICO’s keenness to sup-
port specific projects that have a significant impact in the field of
improving livelihoods in human life across Africa.

Furthermore, the official opening of the university was the cul-
mination of a new phase of the great efforts initiated by Dr. Ab-
dul Rahman Al-Sumait - may God have mercy on him - in 2007.
As he dreamed of establishing a university that would serve
Muslims, and fulfil his wish by graduating educated leaders who
are aware of the needs of their societies, and who are qualified to
present initiatives that would contribute to their advancement.

The Vice Chancellor of Umma University, Dr. Halima Saado Ab-
dullah, opened the modern hall at the College of Technological
and Technical Education, furnished in the latest style, during the
university’s fifth annual cultural festival in November 2023.

The opening of the University Hall represents a milestone in the
provision of scientific space, which brings faculty, staff, students
and visitors together in an uplifting and inspiring space, and en-
ables researchers and the public, from across Kenya and beyond,
to meet in a modern and well-equipped hall.

Moreover, it is hoped that the hall will serve as a starting point
towards a new era in the history of the Umma University in Ken-
ya, an era that will witness - God willing - the achievement of
ambitious plans in the field of growth and influence.

The lecture room is one of the largest investments in Umma Uni-
versity, as it can accommodate 416 male and female students,
and aims to improve the quality of education, especially by
equipping it with LCD display systems and screens for present-
ing lectures, providing educational services to students and ac-
companying activities.

Based on its strategic vision 2022-2036, which aims to provide
educational opportunities with qualitative outcomes, the 1ICO
adopted this project, due to the advanced educational services
it provides at the university level.

In addition, Al-Mutawa participated in field tours during which
he inspected a number of specific projects affiliated with the Di-
rect Aid Society.

Kenya is located in East Africa and is famous for its picturesque
landscapes and vast wildlife reserves. Its coast on the Indian
Ocean provides ports of historical importance through which
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Umma University... high quality education
in accordance with Islamic values

Umma University, affiliated with the Direct Aid Society, is the
first Islamic university established and funded by an Arab char-
itable organization in Africa. Its first building block was laid by
the founder of the association, “former African Muslims,” Dr. Ab-
dul Rahman Al-Sumait - may God have mercy on him - in 2007,
when he founded the “THIKA College” of Islamic Sharia in 1992,
based on his deep belief in the message of education and its
effectiveness in advancing societies.

The Kenya Higher Education Commission had granted the Col-
lege of Sharia the authorization to grant two academic degrees
in the specializations of Sharia and Islamic studies in coopera-
tion with the International University of Africa in Sudan.

Subsequently, “Thika College” was transformed into “Umma Uni-
versity” to include three faculties of Islamic studies, Sharia, and
Economics. Then, in 2013, it received recognition from the Higher
Education Commission as the first private Islamic university out
of 67 universities, 34 of which were affiliated with the church.

The buildings of Umma University are distinguished by their
high quality compared to most universities in Kenya. It is the
first private Islamic university in Kenya, and its philosophy is
based on Islamic principles and values, with an emphasis on
the full development of individual talent, moral integrity, hard
work, and competitiveness to encourage excellence in all areas
of life. As well as to promote social transformation based on Is-
lamic principles while promoting peaceful coexistence among
members of society of all backgrounds.

The university offers undergraduate, graduate and diploma
programs as part of its efforts to provide an educational expe-
rience characterized by academic standards, from instructional
design to research and student services.

It is noteworthy that the Direct Aid Society established and
manages four universities in East Africa, namely, SIMAD Univer-
sity in Somalia, Umma University in Kenya, Abdulrahman Al-Su-
mait University in Zanzibar, and Muslim University of Morogoro
in Tanzania, while working to build a fifth university in Benin,
west of the African continent.

The Direct Aid Society seeks to expand its work in the academ-
ic and educational field across the African continent and for its
universities to obtain accreditation by official authorities.



Accompanying Activities

The accompanying activities programs varied between many
fruitful courses and training programs, under the titles: Self-pu-
rification, Embodying role models, Inspiring a shared vision,
Challenging processes, Empowering others, Encouraging the
heart, Individual coaching sessions for students, Taking the LPI
scale, Doctrinal doubts, Thinking Systems and cognitive biases.
As well as the impact of values and beliefs on individual behav-
ior, conducting the DISC scale by students, knowing yourself
and understanding others, designi n g advertising campaigns
from the perspective of crowd psychology.

Moreover, the activities also addressed how to prepare gradua-
tion assignments in light of the Leadership Challenge Program
(vision, values matrix, leadership project), critical thinking, and
how do we embody values in our lives? Cognitive testing and
leadership project presentations.

The lICO Vision

The project stems from the IICO strategic vision 2022-2026, which
seeks, within one of its focus areas, to build the human being cul-
turally and educationally by providing educational and rehabilita-
tive opportunities with qualitative outcomes through three paths:

First: Supporting the creation and design of qualitative educa-
tional curricula, aiming to support and empower educational
institutions and initiatives in order to build the learner’s person-
ality, develop ideas, knowledge, awareness, and develop skills,
which is what is desired through the project to address learning
difficulties in the curricula of Syrian refugees.

Second: Supporting qualification programs to provide teachers
with the cognitive, professional, and technical skills and com-
petencies necessary to improve educational outcomes and for-
mulate an attractive educational environment for learners. One
of the initiatives that has proven successful in this regard is the
Teacher Training in Emergency Situations Project, which the IICO
launched in partnership with many academic institutions.

Third: Providing programs and scholarships that meet needs,
develop capabilities, develop school curricula according to the
needs of labor markets, and establish sustainable educational
institutions in fragile areas.

Challenges and Problems

Depriving the Rohingya of education is one of the arbitrary prac-
tices practiced against them with the aim of continuing their

weakness and exacerbating their suffering. One of the results of
this is the absence of the intellectual and academic elite among
them, who bear the responsibility of leading the Rohingya com-
munity, seeking its interests, and taking it towards a safer and
more stable future.

According to the project’s study, the Rohingya Muslims lack the
presence of a single legal academic or politician among their
children to defend them and adopt their cause, and there are
only 50 doctors among them, while the minimum number of
their doctors must not be less than 5 thousand doctors, given
that their number is nearly four million individuals.

The project’s students believe that the tragic reality of the Ro-
hingyas will not change unless an elite group of their children
is armed with science and knowledge and possesses a level of
leadership qualification that makes them capable of accelerat-
ing the process of the Rohingyas’ entry into the renaissance civ-
ilizational cycle.

Psychologically, members of the Rohingya minority suffer from
constant anxiety, helplessness, and frustration due to their lack
of stability in their livelihood and their continued state of per-
manent unemployment for many years, in addition to the psy-
chological trauma they have suffered due to their exposure to
torture and persecution, the loss of their relatives, the loss of
hope in improving their conditions and obtaining a favorable
opportunity for a decent life, the uncertainty of their future and
their inability to determine their own destiny.

Confronting their psychological suffering requires working to
establish living stability, training them in some simple manual
occupations, containing and rehabilitating them psychologi-
cally, treating them from the effects of previous psychological
traumas, and instilling in them a spirit of hope and optimism for
a better future, whatever the circumstances.

One of the manifestations of students’ moral suffering is family dis-
integration, moral decline, and behavioral deviations, due to the
difficulty of living within the normal family framework, or due to
the family fragmentation that members of the same family suffer
from. They are distributed among several countries and camps,
and the value priority has declined in favor of the priority of sur-
vival in any form, and the weakness or disintegration of the edu-
cational and social system, which is getting worse over the days.

To morally confront the suffering of the Rohingya, it is neces-
sary to intensify Sharia lessons, spread Islamic culture, encour-
age family communication, and provide ways to instilling good
morals through the establishment of educational programs and
cultural competitions.

Furthermore, one of the features of the social suffering of the
Rohingya is the loss of identity and its disruption largely due to
living in temporary shelters, which do not allow for normal cul-
tural development, and orphanhood and widowhood due to the
presence of large numbers of orphans and widows living with-
out a breadwinner who is responsible for them. In addition to
the difficulties of marriage, whether for a young man or a girl in
light of the weak capabilities available.

The Rohingya Muslim minority lives in the Rakhine region, which
was known as Arakan in Myanmar, before it was subjected to per-
secution and discrimination. The United Nations classified it in
one of its reports as “the most persecuted minority in the world.”
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Educational Projects

According to an intensive qualification program to develop leadership and intellectual skills and

capabilities

“Nojoum” Project...to sponsor distinguished
Rohingya students in Turkish universities

With the support of the International Is-
lamic Charity Organization, the Arakan
Humanitarian Association continues
the “Nojoum” Project to sponsor distin-
guished Rohingya students in Turkish
universities, with the aim of developing
their capabilities and qualifying them
to be, after their graduation, leaders ca-
pable of having a positive and develop-
mental impact on their society.

During the academic year 2023/2024, the
project included paying tuition fees for dis-
tinguished Rohingya students, providing
them with academic and educational con-
sultations to help them achieve psychologi-
cal balance, in addition to establishing a leadership qualification
program that includes training, educational, and entertainment
segments that enhance their intellectual, emotional, and be-
havioral aspects, develop their skills, and give them confidence
needed as promising leaders.

Furthermore, the project aims to direct and develop the stu-
dents’ energies and skills and provide them with skills in the
moral, intellectual and leadership aspects, in addition to en-
hancing the value of volunteering and giving in them and en-
couraging them to participate in various volunteer activities. As
well as helping them choose positive role models that will con-
stitute inspiring models for them to follow.

The Rohingya student undergoes an intensive leadership quali-
fication program, which includes various training courses, such
as participation in international conferences and events, meet-
ings with famous and influential figures, educational and aware-
ness lectures, voluntary work, theatrical activities, cultural com-
petitions, and recreational activities and trips.

" The project aims to graduate leaders
capable of having a positive and develop-
mental impact on their society

The project’s students believe that their
tragic reality will not change except by
arming themselves with science and
knowledge

HEBN
Directing students’ energies and skills in-

tellectually, leadership, and volunteerism,
and ways to choose positive role models "
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Educational Projects

Sponsoring 150 male and
female students in the Yemeni
secondary stage

As part of the
project to spon-
sor and care for
distinguished
students in the
secondary stage
for the year 2023-
2024 AD in the
Yemeni  gover-
norate of Taiz, the
IICO sponsored
150 male and fe-
male students in
public education
schools financially,
morally and by guidance. The project was implemented in cooper-
ation with the Moaz Scientific Association for the service of the Holy
Qur'an and the Sunnah.

As a result of the efforts and generosity of benefactors, the IICO was
able to pay the tuition fees of the targeted students, provide them
with integrated school bags, and qualify them through many life,
leadership and development activities that advanced them academ-
ically and provided them with a set of moral principles and values
that put them on the path to effectiveness and positive influence in
society.

In addition, the project contributed to educating 300 parents and
community committees about the importance of public education,
the necessity of taking care of children, and urging them to excel by
providing a stimulating environment.

The project reportindicated its importance in enhancing educational,
training and development opportunities for distinguished students
from poor families at the secondary level, in addition to improving
their abilities in specific personal and educational skill activities.

Furthermore, the skills program included courses in the arts of elocu-
tion, theatre, Arabic calligraphy, and chanting, in addition to skill and
talent competitions, human and leadership development courses,
and discovering and developing talents and abilities.

The people of Yemen suffer from the poor level of education in the
country in general, the inability of students’ parents to enroll their
children in centers for training and qualifying talents and abilities,
and the inability of families to cover the expenses of private educa-
tion fees, student transportation fees, ...etc.

Therefore, the importance of the project lies in attracting distin-
guished poor students to help them complete their secondary edu-
cational journey by supporting them with tuition and transportation
fees, and launching practical activities and programs that help them
improve their academic levels, develop their talents, provide them
with skills, and educational and life capabilities, and pay their tuition
fees, so that they can continue educational journey.

Productive Projects

Supporting the
steadfastness of 25 needy
Palestinian families in the
West Bank

As part of its ongoing efforts to support the humani-
tarian situation in Palestine, the IICO has enabled 25
needy families in the areas of Jenin, Tulkarm, Nablus,
and Tubas in the northern West Bank to undertake
small income-generating projects, in cooperation with
Wafaa Microfinance and Capacity Building Association.

Supporting the steadfastness of the neediest Pales-
tinian families in the northern areas of the West Bank
came through establishing an apiary for each benefi-
ciary family and providing it with its tools and supplies.
Each apiary consists of ten hives for beekeeping and
honey production, to improve their quality of life.

Furthermore, in order to ensure the success of these
projects and achieve the desired impact, the 11ICO orga-
nized, for the beneficiaries through the partner entity,
an integrated theoretical and practical training course
on beekeeping and honey production, including 30
training hours. As well as continued follow-up and field
visits to these projects over the course of a full year,
and printing a guidebook for the beneficiaries.

The economic empowerment of people in need and
needy Palestinian families is one of the IICO strategic
priorities, which contributes to achieving decent living,
reducing the scourges of unemployment and poverty,
and enhancing resilience, by providing financial and
non-financial services to the target groups.

The project study indicates the importance of activat-
ing the role of needy families as productive elements
through owning their own small projects, which gener-
ate income and provide additional job opportunities,
in addition to increasing agricultural crop production
through bee pollination.
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