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" The project provides real economic oppor-
tunities for orphan families, offering a sus-
tainable income that frees them from depen-
dency "

the age of eighteen to enter the labor market and establish their
future businesses.

Moreover, the project also enables mothers to provide a
sustainable income, alleviating the financial burden on families
and offering ongoing financial support after the sponsorship
period of the orphans ends to ensure the sustainability of the
businesses.

Furthermore, the project emphasizes that funding a small
project can transform the lives of poor families, turning
them from beneficiaries into producers. The success of small
projects requires continuous financial support to ensure their
sustainability and achieve long-term results.

This project is part of the humanitarian efforts made by the
1ICO to support vulnerable groups, especially orphaned children.
The Zamzam Foundation implemented this project under its
direct supervision, providing training to the beneficiary families
and offering technical and supervisory support to ensure the
success of the projects and the achievement of their objectives.
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The "Productive Orphan Families" project represents an
outstanding model for income-generating small projects that
can make a real difference in the lives of the most vulnerable
groups by providing employment opportunities, financial
independence, and increasing the targeted families' ability to
overcome poverty challenges.

Moreover, productive Projects have proven to be an effective
solution to tackle unemployment in Somalia, making them
a model to be followed in other regions that need similar
initiatives.

Itis worth noting that Somalia has been experiencing a difficult
humanitarian situation for decades due to a combination of
political, economic, and security crises, which have significantly
impacted the lives of the population across the country.

The humanitarian crisis in Somalia has worsened due to armed
conflict, resulting in the displacement of people, destruction of
essential infrastructure, and increased suffering among civilians,
as well as drought, which has led to severe food and water
shortages and deteriorating health conditions.

In addition, the humanitarian situation in Somalia requires a
comprehensive and long-term response, which includes ending
the conflict, enhancing security, providing essential services,
and supporting sustainable development.
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Productive Projects

By transforming families dependent on aid into productive families

Empowering Orphan Families in Somalia
through Microprojects: A Model for Improving

Quality of Life

As part of its commitment to improving
the economic conditions of orphan
families, the International Islamic Charity
Organization (lICO), in collaboration
with Zamzam Foundation, launched
an income-generating project in the
Banadir region of Somalia under the
"Good Earning 2" initiative. This project
aims to empower ten orphan families by
establishing microprojects.
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The project works to provide sustainable
job opportunities for orphan families through
ten small businesses that meet various local
market needs, including clothing stores,
grocery stores, a shop for household items, a
vegetable shop, and a pharmacy. The goal is
to improve the living standards of this most
vulnerable group.

Furthermore, the executive report
indicates that the selection of beneficiary
families from orphan families was based
on strict criteria to ensure the success and
sustainability of the project. These families were trained on how
to manage their projects, with continuous supervision provided
before, during, and after implementation to ensure the desired
outcomes.

This project is a significant step towards improving the lives of
70 individuals from orphan families, offering them real economic
opportunities and enhancing their financial independence. It
also empowers mothers to provide a sustainable income, which
enables them to raise their children in a stable environment.
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" The humanitarian situation in Somalia
requires a comprehensive and long-term
response, "

In addition to improving the quality of life for the targeted
families in terms of livelihood, health, and education, the project
helps address unemployment and poverty issues in Somalia.
This initiative provides a valuable opportunity for orphans over
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reduces social and economic tensions within the family because
women are more capable to support their children's education,
which significantly improves the educational prospects for
future generations. They are also better able to secure their own
and their families' needs. Therefore, the project's advantages
extend beyond its financial component and enhance social and
familial stability.

Furthermore, the "Shaghaf Kareema" Project stands out for its
high sustainability due to its obviously beneficial effects on its
beneficiaries and the community in general. The project not
only empowers women financially, but it also boosts their self-
esteem and psychological well-being by enabling them to set
themselves free from economic dependence.

Support of the Community and the Future

The project showed that empowering women involves more
than just giving them employment options; it also supports
local communities more broadly. Syrian women become more
involved in society when they are trained for new professions,
which increases the market's supply of qualified employees.

Several women who faced challenges in life and succeeded have
shared their inspiring success stories through this project. Other
women are inspired by these experiences and are encouraged
to think about becoming independent and sustainable, which
helps the community as a whole develop sustainably.

Moreover, the project is a real-life example of how to empower
Syrian refugee women in Turkey through providing them the
opportunities and support they need to improve their own and
their families' futures. The Kareemat Organization continues to
give hundreds of Syrian women hope and the opportunity to
create a sustainable and dignified life with the help of the IICO.

Empowering mothers to keep on
with their training without having
to worry about their kids

»-‘fn i nh‘,\‘w
2 F ,

The children of 88 trainees received particular care as part
of the "Shaghaf Kareema-Sustainability" project. This was
an essential phase in helping them develop their skills in a
secure and engaging learning environment. A section was set
up for them, complete with the stationery and educational
resources needed to create the perfect learning environment
for the project beneficiaries' children.

With activities that encourage the growth of their mental and
intellectual capacities, this area seeks to enable mothers to
continue their training without worrying about their kids so
they may take advantage of the educational and recreational
resources available.

The educational activities carried out in the children's area
included a range of activities that help in the growth of the
children's language and cognitive skills such as learning both
Arabic and Turkish alphabet, applying dictation exercises to
verify that children have memorized it. This also included
teaching the days of the week and months of the year in
both Arabic and Turkish; continuing the memorization of "
Juz'u'Amma " from the Holy Quran (Al-Kawthar, Al-Ma'un, Al-
Quraish, Al-Fil); and teaching them a set of hadiths.

Furthermore, the children's program included practical
activities that promoted essential life values, like educating
children about the value of eating a nutritious meal,
encouraging them to draw freely to express their creativity
and develop their artistic abilities. As well as encouraging
the idea of cleanliness through various activities, and using
the children's thumbprints to decorate the classroom with
an artwork in the shape of a heart that encourages a spirit of
cooperation and teamwork among them.

The IICO's commitment to assisting and encouraging the
next generation to be a thoughtful, productive, and active
generation in society is reflected in these varying activities,
which are based on educational and pedagogical principles.
This in turn helps provide an inclusive learning environment
that nurtures children's talents and improves their life
skills in addition to providing care for children in a safe and
supportive environment.
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Productive Projects

Through empowering women in Productive Projects for Financial and Social Autonomy

The "Shaghaf Kareemat Project" marks a pivotal
moment for 300 Syrian refugee families on their
journey toward sustainability and a dignified life

In response to the challenging
economic and social conditions
arising from conflicts and natural
disasters, the International Islamic
Charity Organization (IICO) persists in
its humanitarian and developmental
initiatives as a key contributor to
improving the lives of the most
vulnerable groups in impoverished
and affected communities. This is
grounded in the philosophy of "Give a
man a fish and you feed him for a day;
teach a man to fish and you feed him
for a lifetime".

In partnership with the Kareemat
Organization, the 1ICO has successfully
continued its economic empowerment
projects by launching the "Shaghaf Kareemat-Sustainability"
Project, marking a significant change for 300 Syrian refugee
families by empowering women in professional sectors that
promote their economic and social independence.

Following an in-depth analysis of the requirements, the project
aimed to create genuine employment opportunities for Syrian
refugee women, with the goal of helping them attain self-
sufficiency and enhance their quality of life. This included
offering training for women in areas such as dairy product
production, mobile phone repair, and resin manufacturing.

Furthermore, the project aimed to train 88 Syrian women over
a period of several months, featuring diverse training programs
such as a rigorous 4-month course in resin production, 5-month
courses in mobile phone repair and dairy product creation,
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" The participants were provided with
training in administrative and marketing
skills to help them create their own
projects following the training course

The project made a positive impact on 70
women families through owning stable
income projects "

along with a one-month instruction in management and
marketing, equipping them with essential skills to oversee their
future enterprises.

In addition, the project aimed to give Syrian women a platform
for marketing and displaying their goods online, as well as the
raw materials they needed to start their own businesses and the
direct supervision they needed to make sure their businesses
were successful.

Moreover, 70 women from families with low incomes (including
widows, divorcees, and women married to men who were unable
to work because of their disabilities or war injuries) got projects
that provided them with a consistent income, enabling them
to move from poverty to economic independence and improve
their standard of living. This clearly had a positive effect on the
beneficiaries' lives.

The project'sempowerment of women in the professional market



Water Projects

Using Modern and Sustainable Technologies

The Sa'ilat Al-Qamt Water Project Provides Safe
Drinking Water to 130,000 Yemenis

As part of its efforts to help resolve the water crisis in
theYemenicity of Taiz, the Sa'ilat Al-QamtWater Project
was launched with funding from the International
Islamic Charity Organization (lICO). The Project
will provide clean drinking water to approximately
130,000 people from local communities affected
by the ongoing conflicts in the region, in a way to
improve their living conditions.

The Project involved drilling a 324-meter-deep artesian
wellin the Sa'ilat Al-Qamtarea of the Sala District, one of the
most affected and water-deprived areas in the past seven
years. This vital groundwater source is an important step
toward improving water supplies for the local community.

Furthermore, the well is powered by solar energy, reflecting

the Project's commitment to environmental sustainability
and innovation in addressing challenges. These modern
technologies help reduce reliance on traditional energy sources,
which can be unstable under the current situation.

The Project was implemented in cooperation with the
Humanitarian Development Program and the Local Water and
Sanitation Corporation in Taiz Governorate. This partnership
highlights theimportance of coordination betweeninternational
and local organizations in addressing humanitarian crises and
reflects the commitment of all parties to achieving common
objectives.

Moreover, the Sa'ilat Al-Qamt Water Project is an important step
toward improving the quality of life for residents of Taiz City. The
Project will provide approximately 130,000 residents of the Sala
District with potable water. It will also improve health situation
by reducing the spread of diseases associated with contaminated
water, and enhance food security by improving farmers' access
to water and increasing their agricultural production.

In addition, the Project helps raise environmental awareness

“The Project enhances food security for
farmers and reduces the spread of diseases
associated with contaminated water "

in the community by encouraging sustainable water use and
protecting the area's natural resources. It also provides residents
with easy and hassle-free access to water and reduces the costs
associated with purchasing water, improving the economic
situation of displaced families.

The Sa'ilat Al-Qamt Water Project reflects the commitment of
the 1ICO and its implementing partners to achieving a long-
term positive impact on the lives of local residents in Taiz by
providing clean drinking water using modern and sustainable
technologies. It is hoped this will contribute to improving public
health, enhancing water security, and achieving sustainable
development for communities affected by conflict.

Through such Projects, the IICO consistently seeks to provide
support to communities affected by humanitarian crises. The
Sa'ilat Al-Qamt Water Project is part of its ongoing efforts to
provide sustainable solutions to pressing problems such as
water scarcity.

This Project represents a model for coordinating international and
local efforts to meet the needs of vulnerable communities in Yemen.

Furthermore, the Project utilized advanced drilling techniques
to ensure efficient access to groundwater, saving time and
money, strengthening water and sanitation infrastructure, and
ensuring that community needs were effectively met.

Taiz, like many areas in Yemen, faces significant challenges in
providing clean drinking water due to ongoing conflict, climate
change, and a lack of infrastructure. This tragic reality is perhaps
what prompted the IICO to adopt the Sa'ilat Al-Qamt Water Project
as an innovative and sustainable solution to address this crisis.
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Shelter Projects

They live in dire humanitarian conditions due to dilapidated homes

The "Shelter" Project supports the resilience of
poor families in Jerusalem, providing a safe
and healthy housing environment

In new humanitarian interventions to support the
steadfastness of Jerusalemites, the Iternational Islamic
Charity Organization (IICO), in cooperation with the
Wafa Association for Development and Capacity
Building, continued implementing a Project torenovate
homes for poor Palestinian families in Jerusalem, with
the aim of improving housing conditions.

The Project aims to provide a safe and healthy housing
environment for 15 poor Palestinian families living in the
Old City and Silwan, directly contributing to strengthening
the Palestinian presence in their original city in the face of
displacement, siege, and oppressive policies.

The Project was implemented under the supervision and
funding of the IICO, in cooperation with the Wafa Association
for Development and Capacity Building. This falls within the
framework of a shared commitment to improving the living
conditions of vulnerable groups in the Palestinian territories
and strengthening the 1ICO's ongoing efforts to support the
steadfastness of Palestinians and preserve their identity and
presence in their homeland.

The suffering of poor Palestinian families in Jerusalem is
increasing day by day due to the occupation's policies that
have continued over the years to impoverish Jerusalemites. The
Jerusalem Center for Economic and Social Rights estimates that
approximately 80% of Jerusalemites live below the poverty line.

Furthermore, one manifestation of this is that poor Palestinian
families in Jerusalem now live-in uninhabitable homes and
suffer from poor health and living conditions due to dilapidated
buildings, harmful environmental factors, and the city's high
cost of living.

The Project's importance stems from the urgent need to
renovate these homes in a way that provides Jerusalemite
families with a safe living environment that protects their mental
and physical health and ensures a suitable living environment.

The Project, which included the renovation of damaged
homes and the reconstruction of some of their damaged
parts, seeks to preserve the dignity of Jerusalemite families by
providing humane and healthy housing and helping them lead
normal lives in a safe environment, free from the dangers and
challenges imposed by the occupation's policies. The Project
also contributes to strengthening the resilience of Jerusalemites
in the face of ongoing threats of forced displacement and
demolition.

The interventions of the IICO and its partner, the Wafa
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Association, represent a bridge of hope, strengthening the
Palestinians' ability to persevere and cling to their land, given
the deteriorating economic and social conditions of many
Jerusalemite families, who live in harsh conditions due to the
arbitrary measures of the occupation.

The need for this Project comes at a time when Jerusalemites
are facing ongoing attempts to displace them from their homes,
in addition to difficult living conditions due to the rising cost
of living and the heavy financial burdens imposed on the city's
residents by the occupation.

Moreover, the IICO's support is embodied in providing safe
and healthy shelter that improves the quality of life for children
and adults alike, especially since many families were suffering
from health conditions resulting from high humidity and poor
home infrastructure, such as chronic chest diseases.

The Project not only provides adequate housing, but also
contributes to instilling hope in the hearts of Palestinians and
strengthening their presence in the Old City, which is subjected
to constant restrictions by the occupation. This is achieved by
providing these families with the necessary social protection
and mitigating the humanitarian impact of these policies.

In addition, this Project is not the first of its kind. Rather, it is
part of a strategic humanitarian vision to support Palestinians
in Jerusalem and the rest of the Palestinian territories, and a
powerful message to support their steadfastness and strengthen
their presence in their city.

It is worth noting that the 1ICO is one of the most prominent
humanitarian organizations contributing to the aid of
Palestinians in general, and Jerusalemites in particular. This
Project is part of a series of humanitarian projects aimed at
improving the living conditions of Palestinians, particularly in
the areas most affected by the occupation's policies.
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" These projects were distributed across
six Yemeni governorates: Taiz, Hadramaut,
Lahj, Ma'rib, Sana'a, and Shabwa "

include securing a steady income for orphans and their families,
improving the standard of living of beneficiary families,
enhancing families' ability to integrate into the local labor
market, and providing sustainable solutions to the problems of
poverty and unemployment in affected communities.

To ensure the long-term continuity and success of the projects,
the charity's partner has taken a number of measures to ensure
sustainability, including carefully selecting beneficiaries
according to established criteria, signing contracts that
guarantee full commitment from beneficiaries, conducting
periodic evaluations of the projects to ensure their continued
success, and providing the necessary support in marketing the
products offered by families benefiting from the projects.

Furthermore, the "Good Earnings 4" program is an important
step toward achieving sustainable development in Yemen,
offering practical and realistic solutions to address the problems
of poverty and unemployment faced by orphans and their
families. Through this program, the IICO affirms its ongoing
commitment to achieving social and economic development in
poor communities, thereby enhancing hope for a better future
for these families.

The "Productive Families for Orphans" program is one of the
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strategic projects implemented by the lICO. The program aims to
provide stable sources of income for poor families and orphans
over the age of 18 whose sponsorship has ended, through the
implementation of small income-generating projects.

The program seeks to achieve several development goals,
most notably: improving the standard of living of poor families
and orphans, empowering families to become self-reliant and
self-sufficient, providing new job opportunities, increasing
professional competence, and enhancing families' participation
in the local labor market.

Yemen's economic and social crises have been exacerbated
by wars and political events, and unemployment and poverty
have become among the most prominent challenges facing
youth and poor families, particularly orphans. Therefore, the
charity seeks, through economic empowerment projects, to
improve the living conditions of poor families and achieve
self-sufficiency, thus contributing to the social and economic
stability of these groups.

Itis worth noting that the IICO's support for these projects stems
from its strategic vision of "economically empowering those in
need" and working to promote sustainable development in
poor and needy communities across the Islamic world.

In line with its noble humanitarian mission, the IICO focuses
on achieving a positive impact in empowering people in poor
communities, with economic projects being among its most
important tools for helping these communities overcome
economic crises.
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Production Projects

Economically empowering 59 poor families in 6 governorates

The Productive Families Fund for Orphans:
Development projects to provide sustainable
livelihoods for orphan families in Yemen

As part of its humanitarian interventions
to empower orphan families in Yemen, the
International Islamic Charity Organization
(ICO) has implemented a new phase
of the "Good Earnings" project, which
has resulted in enhancing sustainable
livelihoods for 59 orphan families across
various Yemeni regions, in cooperation
with the Humanitarian Access Association.

The project, which falls within the
framework of the I1ICO's Productive
Families Fund for Orphans, aims to
provide support to families experiencing
difficult economic circumstances by
financing micro-projects to generate a
steady income, achieve self-sufficiency,
and reduce poverty and unemployment
rates.

Furthermore, the list of projects implemented under the "Good
Earnings 4" program included 59 small projects in various
fields needed by poor families and orphans in Yemen. These
projects varied across multiple sectors, including agricultural
projects such as sheep and goat breeding, beehives, productive
projects such as ma'awaz weaving workshops and barbershops,
commercial projects such as snack and juice shops, and small
grocery stores, as well as service projects such as mobile phone
maintenance, beauty and hairdressing projects.

These projects were distributed across six Yemeni governorates:
Taiz, Hadramaut, Lahj, Ma'rib, Sana'a, and Shabwa. Beneficiary

families were selected based on need criteria and a set of
controls to ensure the success of these projects.
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“The 1ICO funds small projects to generate
a steady income for beneficiaries and
achieve self-sufficiency. "

Program results and social impact

Through these projects, the 1ICO was able to economically
empower 59 orphan families by providing them with a steady
source of income, significantly improving their living conditions.
Additionally, the program included training 36 beneficiaries in
project management and development skills, helping them
enter the job market and gain the expertise to sustain their
projects in the future.

Moreover, the most prominent outcomes of these projects
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Influential Figures

13 Years of Service to Humanity through the United Nations

The United Nations has renewed Dr. Al-Matouq's
appointment as Special Advisor to the Secretary-

General

The UN Secretary-General, Anténio Guterres, extended the
appointment of Dr. Abdullah Al-Matouq, Chairman of the
Board of the International Islamic Charity Organization, as
Special Advisor to the UN Secretary-General for another
year, showing the UN's deep gratitude for his continued
humanitarian efforts. His overall service with the UN now
stands at 13 years of continuous humanitarian service,
including the ninth straight year.

Inaccordance with UN regulations and procedures, Dr. Al Matouq
was formally notified today by the UN Secretary-General that his
appointment as Special Advisor to the Secretary-General has
been renewed for an additional year, ending in March 2026, with
the rank of Assistant Secretary-General.

In a press release on the renewal, Dr. Al-Matouq extended thanks
to the UN for its renewed appointment, stating that it puts a
great deal of responsibility on him to continue serving humanity
in the face of the world's challenging conditions, such as crises,
humanitarian disasters, and conflicts.

"With passion and commitment, | aim to continue my efforts
to support the UN's goals in promoting peace, sustainable
development, and addressing the needs of poor people and
disaster-stricken areas," he added.

Furthermore, Dr. Al-Matouq clarified that the UN's reaffirmation
of faith in him is evidence of the value of collaborations with
humanitarian initiatives in Kuwait and the Islamic world,
highlighting the pivotal role these collaborations play in
helping the affected people and furthering the UN's sustainable
development goals.

He also noted "Without the grace of God first, followed by the
ongoing support of Kuwait's political leadership, and the success
of charitable and humanitarian work in carrying out its mission
with efficiency, integrity, and transparency, it would not have
been possible to represent the Arab and Islamic world in this
position".

In recognition of his significant humanitarian contributions, Dr.
Al-Matouq was appointed as the UN Secretary-General's Special
Envoy for Humanitarian Affairs for four years in arow (2012-2016)
under former Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. This was the first
time an Arab official had been appointed to such a prestigious
humanitarian position. International humanitarian operations
were active during this time, and Kuwait served as both a sponsor
and a starting point. Dr. Al-Matouq has been a prominent figure
in these efforts since the start of the Syrian crisis in 2011, and
charitable groups helped to shape these efforts by organizing
volunteer grassroots support for humanitarian response calls in
disaster-stricken countries, particularly Syria.

m Dr. Al-Matouq and UN Secretary-General Antdnio Guterres in New York

" This UN trust is proof of the world's
appreciation for Dr. Al-Matouq's
humanitarian efforts

Al-Matouq has a prominent role in
supporting humanitarian response calls in
in disaster stricken countries "

Dr. Al-Matouq was chosen as Anténio Guterres' Special Advisor in
March 2017 with the status of Assistant Secretary-General after
Ban Ki-moon was replaced as UN Secretary-General by Guterres.
He has now served humanity through the UN for 13 years in a row
after Guterres restored his confidence in him a few days ago to
carry out this duty for the ninth year in a row.

This UN trust is proof of the world's appreciation for Dr. Al-
Matouq's humanitarian efforts and the UN's commitment to
enhancing global collaborations in sustainable development and
humanitarian relief.

As it raises its banner at international fora, "Al-Almiya" Magazine
takes this occasion to congratulate Dr. Al-Matouq on this renewed
UN appointment and prays for his ongoing success in helping
distressed peoples and developing Islamic charitable work.
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