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refugee camps in Mafraq, Azraq, and Qasaba Irbid schools. In ad-
dition to conducting 100 interviews with male and female teach-
ers to identify the learning difficulties facing Syrian students in
the first six grades, ending by distributing 500 questionnaires to
male and female teachers to identify the learning difficulties of
Syrian students in the first six grades.

Regarding the second stage, “Construction and Composition,”
Al-Adwan said that all learning difficulties facing Syrian stu-
dents were identified in the Arabic language, English language,
Science, Mathematics, and social studies curricula. Along with
an inventory of the psychological and social difficulties facing
Syrian students, and accordingly, guides for addressing learning
difficulties were prepared and refereed with the participation of
professors from the College of Education at Yarmouk Universi-
ty who are experienced, specialized, and highly professional to
provide feedback to raise the quality of the guides. At the end of
the stage, these guides were presented to the male and female
teachers to provide their comments to determine the extent of
their understanding.

Furthermore, Al-Adwan explained that the third phase, “train-
ing,” included forming a team of trainers and coordinators from
project team leaders and team members to provide training
services, where 300 male and female teachers working in refu-
gee camp schools and evening schools for Syrians were trained.
While stressing the keenness of those in charge of the project
to ensure its continuity and sustainability to achieve the desired
goals.

The Islamic Bank and the promotion of scientific excellence

In his speech, the representative of the Islamic Development
Bank, Dr. Ashraf Khaddam, said, “Based on the Bank’s vision of
empowering people for a sustainable future, and advancing de-
velopment to improve their lives and make an impact, the Bank
participated in supporting and financing many educational proj-
ects to fill the gaps and enhance scientific excellence through
education, training, and qualification programs. He pointed out
that the bank provided support to more than 13,000 students
with funding amounting to 133.7 million US dollars, which had
an impact on nearly 90% of them graduating and returning to
their countries of origin and engaging in their local institutions.

Moreover, he explained that the Islamic Development Bank
launched in 2018 a program that is worth 16 million US dollars
to support the education and training of Syrian refugees in host
communities in cooperation with many partners. He also point-
ed out that the Islamic Development Bank and the Islamic Soli-
darity Fund for Development, in partnership with the 1ICO and

) - ERFE £ _
B T BT _ e 1
" s e 2 3
L, i I"i\r
"
i,
= )1

"AI-Rifai: It is important to direct refugee
students to university specializations that
will contribute to its future reconstruction

the Humanitarian Excellence Society, implemented the project
“Building compensatory programs to address learning difficul-
ties in the curricula of Syrian refugees in Lebanon, Jordan, and
northern Syria.”

Solidarity Fund and Human Capital Building

For his part, the representative of the Islamic Solidarity Fund for
Development, Mohammed Al-Jawabra, said that the Fund rep-
resents the arm of the Islamic Development Bank to fight pover-
ty, as a sustainable endowment fund that operates on the basis
of investing contributions submitted to it by member states and
the Islamic Development Bank in investment instruments com-
patible with Islamic Sharia, with the aim of achieving revenues
that will be used to support programs and projects to combat
poverty in various sectors.

In this context, Al-Jawabra pointed out that the Fund focuses its
activities on supporting programs and projects to build human
capital by developing the capabilities of individuals and insti-
tutions through education, training, and health programs, in
addition to programs for economic empowerment, creating job
opportunities, strengthening the infrastructure of communities,
and supporting their resilience systems.

University Programs in Emergencies

For his part, Hamed Al-Rifai, a member of the Board of Directors
of the Humanitarian Excellence Association, thanked the con-
tributors to the project to address learning difficulties, praising
the charitable, research and academic efforts that resulted in
this great educational work.

He said that the project took part of the burden off the shoulders
of the ministries of education in Arab countries, and provided
an important service to Syrian refugees, calling on universities
concerned with educating refugee students to codify programs
to address learning difficulties and equate it with university de-
grees.

In addition, he called for the establishment of university training
programs in education in emergencies; and he stressed the need
to direct refugee students to the university specializations that
their country needs in the future to be part of its reconstruction

process.
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culties unit and a psychosocial treatment
room to support those with academic diffi-
culties and challenges™

and address the challenges they face in teaching refugee stu-
dents and integrating them into the school environment.

Qualitative educational opportunities

He pointed out that this project, with total cost exceeds two
million US dollars, funded by the 1ICO, the Islamic Development
Bank, and the Islamic Solidarity Fund for Development, stems
from the strategic vision of the 11ICO, which seeks, within one of
its focus areas, to build the human being culturally and educa-
tionally by providing educational and rehabilitative opportuni-
ties with qualitative outcomes.

Developing the educational system

In turn, Dr. Zureiqat stressed that Yarmouk University, since its
inception, has always been involved in all activities and proj-
ects that would serve the Jordanian and Arab community, in
line with its vision and strategic plan calling for strengthening
research partnerships and consolidating relations with institu-
tions, bodies, and research centers in the region, and the world.

In addition, he said, “The University’s units, scientific centers,
and research projects seek primarily to advance society and
improve the services provided to its children. In line with our
vision of openness to the world, we believe in the necessity of
giving the development of the educational system at the local
and Arab levels from the first basic stages a top priority, espe-
cially in light of the difficult circumstances that the region is go-
ing through as a result of the crises and waves of refugees that
have significantly affected the quality of basic education and the
quality of services provided to our students.

Diagnosis, construction and training

For his part, the project manager, Dr. Shaker Al-Adwan, reviewed
the first three stages of the project, explaining that the first stage
of the project, which is “diagnosis,” began work by conducting a
comprehensive desk survey that included reviewing more than
100 scientific studies to diagnose learning difficulties theoreti-
cally. As well as applying diagnostic tests for students that in-
cluded more than 1,000 students in 20 schools inside the Syrian
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Dr. Al-Jamal: The project addresses the
problems of dropout and educational loss

The Technical Director of the project, Dr. Ali Al-Jamal, described
the project as an Arab educational project, which addresses
an educational problem facing the ministries of education in
general and refugee education in particular in terms of (educa-
tional weakness, educational loss, dropout, psychological and
social problems).

Dr. Al-Jamal said that the current situation of refugee educa-
tion in the countries of “Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey (inside Syria)”
is based on a scientific methodology that is not used much in
refugee education projects, represented in the use of scientific
tools by implementing 33 tests, 14 questionnaires, a measure
of psychological and social support, and a self-reflection ques-
tionnaire.

In addition to analyzing 1,200 regional and international stud-
ies of learning difficulties in different subjects, and applying
scientific tools to 1,085 teachers and 11,540 students. The re-
sults showed that 75% of the three countries suffer from learn-
ing difficulties in school subjects.

210 qualitative educational projects

During the past three years (2021-2023), the IICO succeeded -
by the grace of Allah - for example, in implementing more than
210 qualitative educational projects in 58 countries, for the
benefit of more than 100,000 students, teachers, and univer-
sity professors.

Design of 42 reference guides in the
fields of learning difficulties

The team excelled in designing 42 reference guides in the fields
of learning difficulties, psychosocial support, identity and be-
longing, and the responsibility of refereeing these guides
scientifically and technically was carried out by a host of aca-
demics and experts at Yarmouk University in Jordan, the Arab
Open University in Lebanon, and the University of Aleppo from
inside Syria. These efforts culminated in the construction of the
first unit to address learning difficulties academically and psy-
chologically in neighboring countries hosting Syrian refugees.



b

Furthermore, he pointed out that the Syrian crisis left fundamen-
tal gaps in the educational system, which required providing
scientific solutions to the problems facing groups of students,
teachers, and educational institutions, within the “Project to
Address Learning Difficulties for Syrian Refugees and Displaced
Persons.” The project aims to address the educational loss re-
sulting from conditions of refugee, displacement, or emergency
crises, by building compensatory programs and developing ed-
ucational materials and curricula to address student problems,
reduce the phenomenon of school dropout, qualify teachers,
and support educational institutions in emergency situations.

Moreover, Al-Sumait described the project as the first of its kind
that is based on a detailed map with a clear methodology for
diagnosing and treating learning difficulties in all academic
subjects among Syrian displaced communities in Jordan, Leb-
anon, Turkey, and elsewhere. He noted that the project directs
attention to supporting the Syrian national identity in line with
international laws protecting the rights of refugees. Through 3
guides entitled “Landmarks from My Homeland".

He pointed out that the third phase of the project is concerned
with training teachers as one of the components of the applied
aspect of the project, and translating previous efforts in the
first and second phases, represented in project documents and
building evidence on the ground, explaining that teachers are
being trained on the skills and tools necessary to understand

-
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Sponsoring 46 thousand Syrian stu-
dents and establishing 8 schools and
institutes

The lICO’s interventions were evident in the implementation of
thousands of relief, development, cultural, social and psycho-
logical projects throughout the years of the Syrian crisis.

During the last five years (2017-2022), the 1ICO’s educational
interventions increased in the field of sponsoring Syrian stu-
dents, establishing educational institutions, and launching
rehabilitation programs at a cost amounting to more than 10
million US dollars. As it sponsored 46 thousand students, es-
tablished 8 schools, an institute for alternative energy scienc-
es, and launched a diploma to qualify emergency teachers in
displaced and refugee communities.

Systematic plan for the completion of
the project to address learning difficul-
ties

The work teams proceeded with the formulation of the project
to address learning difficulties, and began to develop its foun-
dations and rules in mid-2021, and drew a systematic plan for it
to complete all its stages (monitoring and diagnosing learning
difficulties, building compensatory programs, training teach-
ers, application to students, and then evaluation, and general-

ization), in a period of three years, ending in the middle of next
year, God willing.

38 academic and technical teams to
prepare for the project

The project was prepared, built, and designed by 38 academic
and technical teams, with a total of 164 academics and experts
from the finest Kuwaiti, Jordanian, Egyptian, and Lebanese
universities, who worked to develop sustainable solutions for
about 15,000 students, more than 2,000 teachers, as well as
many educational institutions and academic and research en-
tities, including the prestigious Yarmouk University.

The project: 420 studies and 402
measurement tools

The work teams exerted great and exponential effort in devel-
oping the project, which consists of 27 volumes. These volumes
include 420 studies on learning difficulties, and 402 scientific
tools and scales, and came through the design of 14 ques-
tionnaires for teachers that were applied to 1,085 teachers, 33
diagnostic tests for students that were applied to 11,500 stu-
dents, and 9 documents representing the basic reference for
identifying learning difficulties in primary school subjects.
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Educational Projects

Opening a unit for academic and psychological support in Jordan...and completing the training phase

“Addressing learning difficulties for Syrian
refugees.” 15,000 students and 2,000 teachers

The International Islamic Charity Orga-
nization (1ICO) opened the academic and
psychological support unit for Syrian
students at The Refugees, Displaced Per-
sons and Forced Migration Studies Cen-
ter at Yarmouk University of Jordan. This
comes as part of its efforts to implement
the project “Addressing Learning Difficul-
ties...the Course of Curricula and Books
and Improving the Educational Process”.
The Project constitutes an important path
in confronting the educational challenges
of Syrian refugees and displaced people
in Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, and northern
Syria, under the auspices of the Assistant
President of Yarmouk University, Dr. Ziad
Zureikat, representing the University
President, Dr. Islam Massad.

The opening ceremony reviewed the first
three stages of the project, “monitoring and
diagnosing learning difficulties, developing
compensatory programs, and training teach-
ers,” within a strategic partnership of the 1ICO,
and the Islamic Development Bank. As well as the Islamic Soli-
darity Fund for Development, Humanitarian Excellence Associa-
tion, and The Refugees, Displaced Persons and Forced Migration
Studies Center at Yarmouk University, in the presence of the rep-
resentative of the Ambassador of the State of Kuwait to Jordan,
the diplomatic attaché at the embassy, Abdullah Al-Khashab,
and a host of academics, researchers, experts, and concerned
parties.

The implementation of the project began in July 2021, and is
expected to end in mid-2024. The number of beneficiaries is
15,000 male and female students and 2,000 teachers.

Scientific solutions to educational problems

For his part, the Director General of the IICO, Bader Al-Sumait,
said in his speech during the opening ceremony, “As the conflict
in Syria enters its thirteenth year, the Syrian humanitarian crisis
still tops our agenda in the IICO. As it is the tragedy of the cen-
tury and the most tragic disaster, which resulted in the displace-
ment of more than 13 million refugees and displaced persons,
including millions of children who pay the highest price.”

He continued, “In light of this worsening humanitarian situation,
in which Syria has become the largest source of refugees in the
world, the IICO and its voluntary teams continued their qualita-
tive humanitarian interventions in cooperation with its partners
at home and abroad in a serious effort to alleviate the suffering
of Syrian refugees and displaced persons.
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"AI-Sumait: Compensatory programs to
address educational loss resulting from
refugee and displacement conditions

The Syrian crisis left fundamental gaps in
the educational system that required sci-
entific solutions

The 11CO, the Islamic Bank, and the Solidar-
ity Fund...a strategic partnership to finance
the project with two million dollars

Dr. Al-Adwan: We identified learning difficul-
ties and trained 300 male and female teach-
ers in schools in Syrian refugee camps™



Relief Projects

In partnership between the lICO, Al-Salam Humanitarian Association, and the support of official bodies

Relief for thousands of wounded and afflicted as a
result of the Moroccan earthquake and the Libyan
hurricane through Kuwaiti air bridges

In accordance with a successful humanitarian partnership
between the IICO, Al-Salam Humanitarian Association, and
with the support and supervision of the Ministries of So-
cial Affairs, Foreign Affairs and Defense, the Kuwaiti Pop-
ular Campaign was launched to relief victims of the tragic
earthquake in Morocco (September 8, 2023) and Hurricane
Daniel in Libya (4-12 September 2023).

The campaign resulted in providing relief for thousands of
wounded and afflicted people in the two countries through the
operation of relief convoys and air bridges loaded with human-
itarian aid and medical supplies in cooperation with the Libyan
Red Crescent.

For his part, the Kuwaiti Ambassador to Libya, Ziad Al-Mashaan,
praised the relief efforts of the IICO, describing it as the effective
Kuwaiti humanitarian arm in the world.

He added that Dr. Abdullah Al-Maatouq leads this organization
from success to success in order to dedicate the Kuwaiti human-
itarian role in confronting the repercussions of humanitarian cri-
ses, including the Libyan crisis.

The Kuwaiti Air Force transported tens of tons of relief aid to Be-
nina Airport in the Libyan city of Benghazi, where it was deliv-
ered to the Libyan Red Crescent.

In the first hours of the humanitarian catastrophe in Libya, and
under the high directives of the political leadership, Kuwaiti re-
lief air bridge flights were launched carrying the relief and medi-
cal supplies necessary to relieve the afflicted and assist the med-
ical staff and ambulance teams working in treating the injured
and recovering the victims.

Bader Al-Sumait, Director General of the 1ICO, stressed that Ku-
waiti charities assumed their responsibility in the light of the cat-
astrophic effects that resulted from Hurricane “Daniel” and the
subsequent torrents and floods that caused widespread devas-
tation and thousands of deaths and injuries.

He pointed out that the air bridge to Libya included young Ku-
waiti cadres from the employees and volunteers of the 11CO, who
conveyed the solidarity and sympathy of the Kuwaiti people
with those affected by the hurricane in Libya. While expressing
his thanks and gratitude to the Kuwaiti Ministries of Affairs, De-
fense and Foreign Affairs for the rapid response and facilitation
of relief flights.

In a related context, Al-Sumait referred to the urgent trip
launched by the IICO for relief of those Victims of the Moroccan
earthquake, which included the distribution of 1,000 food bas-

"AI-Sumait confirms the keenness of the
IICO and Kuwaiti charities to stand by the
afflicted people around the world."

kets, 1,000 meals, 2,000 blankets, tents, and shelter supplies in
the affected villages in Marrakesh.

Furthermore, he praised the joint efforts of 15 Kuwaiti charities
that participated in the Kuwaiti Popular Campaign under the
umbrella of the Kuwait Relief Society, stressing the keenness of
the 1ICO and Kuwaiti charities to stand by the afflicted peoples
around the world.

Al-Sumait pointed out that the movements began from the first
hours of the devastating earthquake, to coordinate with the con-
cerned authorities, led by the Kuwaiti Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the Ministry of Social Affairs, to relieve the afflicted, stress-
ing the rapid response of the concerned authorities in the coun-
try to contain the crisis and open airspace to it in coordination
with the Al-Salam Humanitarian Association.

Moreover, he stressed the importance of the meetings held by
charitable societies and bodies at the Kuwait Society for Relief in
order to discuss ways of urgent cooperation and coordination to
relieve the afflicted under the slogan “Kuwait’s Support.”

Al-Sumait thanked the charitable people for their prompt move-

ment to help our brothers in Morocco and Libya, by contributing
to the fundraising campaign that the 1ICO launched on its web-

site.
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Productive Projects

Distributing 100 tillers to
Yemeni farmers in Lahj
and Hodeidah

The Interna-
tional Islamic
Charity Orga-
nization (l1CO)
launched a
project to dis-
tribute 100
manual tillage
machines  to
Yemeni farm-
ers in Lahj
and Hodeidah
governorates as
part of the economic empowerment project and enhancing food secu-
rity for small farmers, under the slogan “Kuwait is by your Side”, and in
cooperation with the local partner, the Communication Foundation for
Human Development.

In addition to distributing tillage machines to farmers, the project
trained farmers on how to use them to plow the land in the optimal way.

Furthermore, the project aims to encourage farmers to reclaim their
agricultural lands, support and improve the agricultural sector perfor-
mance, and mobilize the productive forces in work and self-reliance by
providing the neediest families with high-tech production tools that
help them work and produce and invest their agricultural land well.

Moreover, the project is expected to bring many benefits to the direct
beneficiaries and to the community by covering basic needs, supplying
local markets with various agricultural products, and improving farm-
ers’ incomes.

In addition, tillers save the expenses of labor wages that farmers use
to plow their lands, especially since it is economical, gasoline-efficient,
and multi-purpose tillers in the agricultural field.

For his part, the Undersecretary of the Yemeni Ministry of Agriculture
and Irrigation, Abdul Malik Naji, praised the continuous support pro-
vided by the IICO to vulnerable groups in Yemen.

He added that the manual tillers project is one of the important and
vital projects aimed at improving the level of agricultural production
and providing a sustainable source of income for farmers, in addition to
improving their standard of living.

Furthermore, the Yemeni official appreciated this gesture towards the
Yemeni agricultural sector, which has suffered and is suffering greatly
as a result of the deterioration of services, the rise in fuel prices, and the
decline in agricultural production.

He also added that Kuwait is one of the most generous countries sup-
porting the Yemeni people since independence for more than 60 years.

The 1ICO is keen to empower economically vulnerable groups in poor
communities, as part of its humanitarian and development programs.
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Health Projects

1,000 eye surgeries
were performed in
Chad

Under the
supervision
and funding
of the Inter-
national  Is-
lamic Charity
Organization
(11CO), and in
cooperation
with its vol-
untary team
“Altaakhi’, the
Al-Shafi’ Orga-
nization for De-
velopment, Education and Charitable Work in Chad implemented a
medical and surgical convoy project for eyes in the city of “Absha’,
which is about 900 km away from the capital, N'Djamena.

e

Over the course of two months, the medical convoy examined
more than 1,500 people, and performed surgeries on 1,000 male
and female patients to remove cataracts from the patients’ eyes.
The convoy also distributed medical glasses to them.

The project aimed to reduce the spread of eye diseases in remote
areas, especially since no medical convoys had been carried out
before in the selected area, which suffers from a lack of specialized
hospitals, a low level of health services, and weak health aware-
ness.

Accordingly, the Minister of Public Health and Prevention in the Re-
public of Chad, Dr. Abdelmajid Abdelrahim Mohamed, sent a letter
of thanks and appreciation to the Director General of the 11CO, Eng.
Bader Al-Sumait, in which he praised the IICO’s efforts to help the
most vulnerable groups in Chad, through the eye medical convoy
that the ICO funded and implemented in the city of “Absha”.

It is noteworthy that this convoy comes within an ongoing series
of surgical camps and medical convoys for the project to combat
blindness, which is implemented by the IICO in cooperation with
its voluntary teams and Boubyan Bank, and with great support
from the generous donor community.

Furthermore, the project contributes to reducing the rate of blind-
ness among the poor and elderly in remote cities and rural areas
in Africa, and alleviating the suffering of patients, as they incur the
hardship and costs of travel and treatment to undergo eye surger-
ies.

It also supports the plans and programs of poor countries aimed
at community development for marginalized areas in the fields
of health and education, as the project contributes, in addition to
combating eye diseases, to transferring the expertise of the doc-
tors and surgeons in charge of the project to local doctors and
training them to carry out surgical operations themselves.



Coordination meetings

Al-Mutawa stresses the importance of cooperation with UN agencies in the humanitarian field

The 1ICO and “OCHA” discussed the latest
developments in relief work and arrangements for
the ninth edition of the Partnership and Information

Exchange Conference

The International Islamic Charity Organiza-
tion (IICO) discussed with the delegation of
the United Nations Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) the latest de-
velopments in relief work. As well as ways to
coordinate its mechanisms, and arrangements
for the “Ninth Conference on Effective Part-
nership and Information Exchange for Better
Humanitarian Work,” scheduled to be held in
the State of Kuwait during next February.

Deputy Director General of the 1ICO, Abdul Rah-
man Al-Mutawa, said on this occasion that the
1ICO received an international delegation headed
by Ms. Lisa Dawton, Director of Humanitarian Fi-
nance and Resource Mobilization, and her accom-
panying delegation, with the aim of continuing
joint cooperation efforts in the fields of humani-
tarian work.

He added that the meeting discussed the agenda

of the “Ninth Conference on Effective Partnership and Informa-
tion Exchange for Better Humanitarian Work", which the 1ICO is
preparing to launch next February in cooperation with Direct
Aid Society. This comes as part of a series of partnership con-
ferences that it has previously hosted in cooperation with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and many local and international hu-
manitarian organizations.

Furthermore, Al-Mutawa pointed out that the meeting touched
on the current events in the Gaza Strip, and the extremely harsh
humanitarian conditions they have produced as a result of the
targeting of homes, infrastructure, hospitals, ambulances, and
the headquarters and warehouses of charitable organizations.

He also noted the convergence of views on the risks of humani-
tarian sector workers being targeted and losing their lives, and
the necessity of enforcing international humanitarian law and
working to protect humanitarian sector workers and preserve
its headquarters.

Moreover, Al-Mutawa stressed that effective partnership is one
of the main foundations of humanitarian work in light of the
growing number of victims of natural disasters and conflicts
reaching unprecedented levels, in addition to the greatly in-
creased humanitarian needs in the world, and the necessity of

establishing executive mechanisms and protocols to exchange
information and activate humanitarian response frameworks.

He also indicated that the 1ICO’s extended and strategic part-
nership with international organizations has culminated in suc-
cessful and fruitful experiences, with the United Nations Human
Settlements Program (UN Habitat), The United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA). As well as
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),
and the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs (OCHA), emphasizing the keenness of the IICO and
its leadership to continue this partnership in order to support
humanitarian work in all its stages.

Al Mutawa pointed out that the IICO recently hosted a series of
seminars and workshops in cooperation with the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and United
Nations agencies. He also noted that these events dealt with im-
portant titles such as “Overview of Humanitarian Action”, “Ways
to Provide Assistance to the Afghan People” and “Mechanisms
for Working with United Nations Agencies”.

The meeting was attended by the Deputy Director General of
the Direct Aid Society, Dr. Nabil Al-Tarkait, and a number of the
1ICO’s leaders concerned with partnership, relief, and develop-
ment programs.
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