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Empowerment Projects

By training them on 70 professional projects

Empowering and protecting 300 Iraqi returnees
from displacement and widows to improve their

quality of life

The International Islamic Charity Organization (11CO),
in cooperation with the United Iraqi Medical Society
for Relief and Development, launched an empower-
ment and protection program for 300 Iraqi women of
widows and returnees from areas of displacement, by
training them in 70 professional projects in Anbar and
Nineveh governorates, in an effort to qualify them for
the labor market.

The program aims to provide educational opportunities
in the field of professional training for the beneficiaries, to
raise their capabilities, and to help them obtain a new job
or learn a new craft, with the aim of improving the quality
of their life.

It also contributes to providing the opportunity for women
unable to complete their academic education or have no
opportunity to establish their own projects or obtain work and
compensate them to acquire a profession that protects them
from poverty and destitution.

Furthermore, the program focuses on providing profession-
al courses in many craft fields, including the art of sewing and
handicrafts related to sewing, the art of cooking and making
pastries, the art of hairdressing, life skills, the art of marketing
using social media and modern technology, and the compo-
nents of establishing a development project for various fields.

At the conclusion of the qualifying program, the widowed and
displaced trainees who completed the technical training pro-
gram funded by the 1ICO received sewing machines and other
equipment in preparation for their use in launching their small
projects and moving forward with their lives.

In this context, the beneficiaries said that widow empowerment
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"Providing trainees with devices and
equipment to help them launch their small
projects™

programs bring them a real social benefit by rehabilitating them
and helping to alleviate their burden, by training them during
special courses for a period of weeks. Then, after their gradua-
tion and honoring, they receive equipment and supplies that
help them to start work. As sewing machines were granted to
those who trained in sewing and ovens were given to those who
were trained in making pastries.

Moreover, such initiatives contribute to transforming the dis-
placed widow into a productive person in society, who is able to
support herself and her children.

It is noteworthy that these widowed women came from various
districts of the Anbar and Nineveh governorates, and were nom-
inated by the relevant official authorities as they were among
the most needed groups.

In addition, the Medical Association encourages Iraqi citizens to
buy locally manufactured products, which contributes to reviv-
ing the local economy of the Anbar and Nineveh governorates,
as well as organizing a bazaar to display the products of wid-
owed women to promote their local products.

The project intersects with the IICO’s strategy in its strategic goal
of economic empowerment for those in need.

The conflicts that Iraq has witnessed in recent years have result-
ed in the widowhood of more than a million women, according
to official statistics.



Memorandums of Understanding

To allocate academic seats for the IICO’s students at the Bachelor’s and Master’s levels

The 1ICO and the University of Jordan concluded
a memorandum of understanding for cooperation
in the field of education and student scholarships

The International Islamic Char-
ity Organization (IICO) and the
University of Jordan have re-
cently signed a memorandum
of understanding with the aim
of activating possible cooper-
ation frameworks in issues of
education and student schol-
arships.

The memorandum, signed by

the University’s President, Dr.

Nazir Obaidat, and on behalf of

the 1ICO, its Director General,

Eng. Bader Saud Al-Sumait, stat-

ed that academic seats at the

university be allocated to poor

students on scholarship from the

IICO at the Bachelor’s and Mas-

ter’s levels, distributed among

the humanities and scientific spe-

cializations. With the exception of

medicine, dentistry, and pharma-

cy specializations, in accordance

with the university’s regulations

and instructions, and based on the
signed memorandum, where they will be treated as Jordanian
students regarding tuition fees

Furthermore, the memorandum also stipulated the possibility
of framing scientific cooperation for academics from developing
countries and nominated by the IICO for scientific and academic
qualification in scientific and humanitarian specializations with-
in a special agreement, in accordance with the procedures and
legislation in force at the university, and other possible means of
cooperation between the two sides.

In this context, Dr. Obaidat expressed his happiness with this
partnership, which would contribute to providing all means to
help whoever needs to learn and study, especially since the Uni-
versity of Jordan is a distinguished institution that contributes
to the production, development, and dissemination of knowl-
edge, with a quality that keeps pace with the requirements of
the modern era.

He pointed out that the university graduated a quarter of a mil-
lion students, most of whom today hold the highest positions
and degrees in Jordan and abroad. It is the first university locally

and tenth in the Arab world in four classifications, and more than
half of its programs are accredited locally and internationally, in
addition to developing some study plans and a number of edu-
cational programs that focus on developing students’ linguistic
and life skills.

Moreover, Al-Sumait said that it is a source of happiness and
pride that there is an Arab university with such excellence, and
enjoys all this success locally, in the Arab world, and globally.
He explained that the IICO is concerned with building people
educationally, culturally, and economically, to be able to make
a positive impact in his community, through high-quality pro-
grams and effective partnerships established by the IICO with
many relevant local and regional authorities. He also welcomed
further cooperation with the university, in any field of public and
common interest that creates a positive impact on human soci-
eties.

In addition, the Director of the Center for Excellence in Learning
and Teaching at the University, Dr. Raed Al-Taher, in the presence
of the university’s vice presidents, gave an overview of the cen-
ter, its idea, the projects emanating from it, its location, stages
and mechanism of implementation, and its financial budget.
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Educational Projects

Covering tuition fees, school bag and uniform, and life skills

Embracing 1,000 displaced Yemeni students in the
comprehensive educational sponsorship program

The education sector in Yemen is considered one of the
most affected sectors by the civil war that has broken out in
the country since 2015, to the point that education has be-
come an unattainable dream for children of displaced fam-
ilies. This is due to the destruction of schools, the closure
of laboratories, the scarcity of textbooks and school tools,
and the departure of thousands of teachers, in search of
other sources for living.

In this context, the IICO’s educational interventions emerged
through the launch of a comprehensive educational sponsor-
ship program for displaced orphan students enrolled in public
schools at the secondary stage for the year 2023-2024, as well
as other programs to provide educational opportunities for stu-
dents in accordance with its strategic vision.

Moreover, the comprehensive sponsorship program was reflect-
ed in securing tuition fees for 1,000 orphan students in the gov-
ernorates of Ma'rib, Shabwa, Taiz, Hajjah, and Hodeidah, as well
as distributing integrated school bags and school uniforms to
the beneficiaries, under the slogan “Kuwait is by your side,”in co-
operation with the Yemeni International Development Agency.

In addition, the program included a group of educational activ-
ities and events specialized in enhancing the skills of orphans
through methodological strengthening lessons, advanced edu-
cational programs in the field of computer leadership, human
development courses, and educational and cultural courses, in
order to motivate them to continue their educational journey
and achieve distinguished scientific successes.

Furthermore, these projects contribute to supporting the edu-
cational sector in Yemen and providing educational opportuni-
ties for displaced orphans, encouraging them to continue their
education and refining their talents. As well as enhancing their
motivation to learn, raising the level of their educational attain-
ment to reach scientific excellence and distinction, overcoming
the difficulties they encounter, and providing them with life
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skills that ensure they can enter the future with full competency
and efficiency.

The sponsorship program provides orphaned and displaced stu-
dents with opportunities to obtain qualitative formal education,
which involves distinguished academic levels through accompa-
nying programs that enable them to acquire personal and social
skills, creating a qualitative shift in their technical, life, and edu-
cational journey.

In this context, the representatives of the Yemeni International De-
velopment Agency and a host of educational leaders witnessed the
implementation of these projects, as they praised the educational
interventions of the 1ICO, they also extended thanks to the people
of Kuwait for their continued support of their Yemeni brothers.

Orphans need educational care and compensation for the pa-
rental care they have lost, in addition to the extreme poverty
experienced by large segments of displaced families, the weak
educational outcomes in most government schools due to the
exceptional conditions, and the high dropout rate from educa-
tion due to the economic and security conditions.

Moreover, the UN reports on the education situation in Yemen in
recent years indicate that the education index has taken a down-
ward trend since 2014 as an inevitable result of the ongoing civil
war, and has reached a worrying level.

In addition, this most affected sector in the country has left
behind high rates of illiteracy, amounting to about 70% in the
countryside, compared to 40% in urban cities, and the number
of students dropping out of schools at various levels of educa-
tion has reached about two million students. In addition to 4
million affected by the war, as the total number has become 6
million students, including dropouts and those affected.



"Distributing more than 1,500 medical
glasses to children and adults and digging
an artesian well in a poor village

An elite group of Kuwaiti ophthalmologists
volunteered their efforts and time and per-
formed surgical operations on eye patients™

Moreover, the financing of the “Noor Boubyan” initiative came
through three main axes. The first was from the “Steps” cam-
paign that the bank organized throughout the month of last Ra-
madan, and its idea was based on the bank donating one dinar
for every kilometer of walking undertaken by the campaign par-
ticipant. While the second axis was made by a donation from the
1ICO and a third of donations from charitable people throughout
the campaign period.

During the launch ceremony of the medical campaign, the
Head of the Mauritanian-Kuwaiti Friendship Team and the Sec-
retary-General of the Upper Hand Association, Abdul Rahman
Ould Al-Sabbar, said that adopting Mauritania for the second
time as a destination for the “Noor Boubyan” campaign enables
the country to benefit from hundreds of operations, a Holy Qu-
ran competition, preparing an artesian well, school bags, and
other important charitable activities.

Ould Al-Sabbar added that the aforementioned operations
would be performed under the supervision of the best surgeons
in Kuwait, thanking the team of doctors “who left their work in
their clinics to treat our patients.”

Mauritanian officials extended expressions of thanks and appreci-
ation to the leadership, government, and people of the State of Ku-
wait for the charitable projects it is implementing in their country.

The campaign launch activities were attended by Ambassador
Ibdah Makad Al-Dosari, Ambassador of the State of Kuwait to
Mauritania, Mauritanian Minister of Health Al-Naha Meknes.
As well as the trip delegation that included General Manager
of Boubyan Bank Walid Al-Yaqout, a representative of the 1ICO
Khaled Al-Shuaib, the director of the Dinarin Initiative, Ahmed
Bakri Al-Fayed, and a group of influencers and media figures.

The sixth edition of the campaign comes as an extension of pre-
vious campaigns, which succeeded in restoring sight to more
than 13,000 people in several African countries, including 1,280
Mauritanian patients during last year’s trip.

Among the achievements of last
year: 1,280 surgical operations

The last year’s campaign program was marked by many
achievements witnessed by the Ambassador of the State of Ku-
wait to Mauritania, Ibdah Makad Al-Dosari, including restoring
sight to 1,280 Mauritanian patients with the participation of 6
Kuwaiti eye surgery consultants.

In addition to operations to remove cataracts, which is known
in Mauritanian society as “Atybaika,” and transferring expertise
to Mauritanian doctors, the “Noor Boubyan” campaign, during
its fifth edition in the Mauritanian capital, Nouakchott, com-
pleted many charitable projects and programs, including a
cultural and entertainment program for the IICO’s orphans. As
well as the “Ratl Maa Boubyan” competition, laying the founda-
tion stone for the Al Dareen School, distributing school bags
to 250 children and medical glasses to 1,500 visually impaired
people, and inaugurating an artesian well to serve 3,000 peo-
ple in three desert villages.

In a forward-looking vision, and with the support of Boubyan
Bank, the campaign provided scholarships to 10 Mauritanian
medical students to study for master’s and doctorate degrees
in eye surgery, so that in the future they can treat people suf-
fering from blindness due to cataracts, a disease that is wide-
spread in countries of the African continent, including Mauri-
tania.

The foundation stone was laid for the Dareen School to edu-
cate the children of remote areas in Mauritania, and to provide
educational opportunities that bring them out of the darkness
of ignorance into the light of knowledge. The school accom-
modates 300 male and female students, and includes 6 class-
rooms, a library, an information hall, a playground, and admin-
istrative offices.

Leaders and volunteers from Boubyan Bank, the 1ICO, the Di-
narin Initiative, and a number of media professionals and so-
cial media influencers participated in the campaign last year.
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He pointed out that this initiative is one of the ideas of the CEO
of the Bank Group, Adel Al-Majed, pointing out that it represents
part of the bank’s social role, as it is an Islamic bank, whose activ-
ities and social responsibility extend beyond the borders of the
State of Kuwait to various countries of the world.

In addition to eye operations, Al-Yaqout noted that the trip pro-
gram includes many activities, including distributing more than
1,500 medical glasses to children and adults after conducting
the necessary medical examinations, based on the slogan pre-
vention is better than cure. As well as special activities for or-
phans, widows, and people with special needs, and supporting
development projects for needy families. In addition to opening
charitable projects in some poor villages.

Moreover, Al-Yaqout explained that the goal of the initiative is
not only to perform this number of operations, which represent
a really small number of cataract patients who need such opera-
tions around the world, known scientifically as “cataracts.” Rath-
er, it goes beyond it to raise awareness of the importance of ev-
eryone’s cooperation around the world to eliminate this disease,
where the number of cases is estimated at hundreds of millions
in Africa and Asia.

Extended Partnership

For his part, the Director General of the 1ICO, Eng. Bader Saud
Al-Sumait expressed his great pride in this fruitful and construc-
tive partnership with Boubyan Bank, which comes within the
joint efforts that will contribute to alleviating the suffering of a
large segment of patients, especially women and children who
are unable to bear the costs of surgical operations.

Al-Sumait added that Boubyan Bank has embodied a role model
in its repeated humanitarian initiatives, and set the most won-
derful examples of exercising social and voluntary responsibility
through its intention to continue its charitable work in order to
alleviate the suffering of the poor and afflicted in various parts
of the world.

Al-Shuaib: The 1ICO is proud of
the productive and constructive
partnership with “Boubyan”

During the trip, the representative of the 1ICO and the head
of its donor care unit, Khaled Al-Shuaib, said, “We support the
people of Mauritania through this campaign for the second
year in a row, and we continue, God willing, to support those in
need everywhere, based on our humanitarian and moral duty
dictated by our Islamic brotherhood.”

He continued in his speech during the opening of the cam-
paign’s activities and programs, “We seek to perform 1,200 eye
operations to remove cataracts, and implement many other
activities, indicating that this campaign comes as an extension
of previous campaigns, which succeeded - thanks to God - in
restoring sight to more than 13 thousand patients with this dis-
ease in many African countries.”

He extended his sincere thanks and appreciation to Boubyan
Bank and all its employees, and particularly thanked its leader-
ship, which he described as humanitarian for its keenness to par-
ticipate in the campaign’s humanitarian trips, stressing the 11ICO’s
pride in this fruitful and constructive partnership with the bank.

He pointed out that the bank has become a role model for giv-
ing, launching pioneering humanitarian initiatives, and apply-
ing the concept of social responsibility and volunteerism.

He also thanked the Ambassador of the State of Kuwait to Mau-
ritania, Ibdah Makad Al-Dosari, for his warm reception of the
campaign delegation, and for the delegation’s participation in
implementing and supervising the campaign projects.

He also thanked the Dinarin Initiative, as one of the most prominent
pioneering voluntary initiatives operating under the umbrella of
the IICO, pointing out that its members work with all responsibility
and great determination to empower those in need educationally.

He also sent a special message of thanks to the ambassadors
of wisdom and compassion, ophthalmologists, who were keen
to participate in the trip, volunteering their efforts and time to
perform eye surgeries for their Mauritanian brothers.

He also thanked all members of the Nour Boubyan Sixth Cam-
paign, who took the trouble to travel to provide the necessary
support to their brothers in Mauritania.

He appreciated the humanitarian and coordination efforts of the
Mauritanian Upper Hand Association, looking forward with hope and
optimism to a better future of cooperation and maximizing impact.
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Humanitarian Campaigns

In partnership with the 11CO, Boubyan Bank, the Dinarin Initiative, and the Upper Hand Association

“Noor Boubyan 6” Campaign...to bring happiness
for 1,200 Mauritanians by restoring sight...and
development projects for marginalized groups

Despite the seriousness of cataract
disease, which is known as “cat-
aract disease,” and the resulting
poor vision or complete blindness,
the cost of treating it is simple,
amounting to 45 Kuwaiti dinars,
through a simple surgery that may
not take 10 minutes. However, de-
spite its simplicity, it changes a
person’s life, given the value of the
gift of sight that no sighted person
could imagine living without.

To alleviate the suffering of thousands
of cataract patients in Africa, the 11ICO,
in partnership with Boubyan Bank and
the Dinarin Initiative, launched for the
sixth year in a row a new version of the
“Noor Boubyan” campaign, along with
many other charitable projects for the
benefit of marginalized groups and
needy families.

During its sixth trip, the campaign was able to remove cataracts
and restore sight to 1,200 patients in Mauritania in coopera-
tion with the Mauritanian Upper Hand Association. In addition
to holding the “Ratl Maa Boubyan” competition for the Holy
Qur’an, digging an artesian well, distributing school bags and
medical glasses to patients in need, preparing the information
hall, and planting Seedlings at Dinarin School and many other
charitable activities.

In this context, Boubyan Bank General Manager, Walid Khaled
Al-Yaqout, said during his participation in the trip to Mauritania
that the bank is continuing its successful humanitarian initia-
tives, through the sixth “Noor Boubyan” campaign, after previ-
ous campaigns had achieved great success in Africa and aimed
to restore sight to thousands of patients.

He added, “The Noor Boubyan campaign continued its human-
itarian message towards developing countries by performing
cataract surgery and restoring sight to the largest number of
patients in need of treatment of all ages.”

Al-Yaqout explained that this year’s trip came with the participa-
tion of a group of volunteer Kuwaiti doctors who donated their
efforts and time to carry out these operations, along with a num-
ber of employees of Boubyan Bank and the 1ICO and volunteers
from the Dinarin Initiative to supervise the work and organiza-
tional arrangements during the campaign week, along with a
host of social media and electronic influencers.

"AI-Yaqout: Our campaign continues to
deliver its humanitarian message to devel-
oping countries and alleviate the suffering
of vulnerable groups

Al-Sumait: “Boubyan” embodied a role
model in practicing social responsibility
and voluntary work
HEN
Equipping an information hall, planting
seedlings in Dinarin School, and supporting
needy families with development projects
HEBN
vOrganizing the “Ratl Maa Boubyan” com-
petition for the Holy Qur'an and distribut-
ing school bags to orphan students!
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Housing Projects

5,500 houses in the camps are at risk of collapsing on their residents

Rehabilitation and restoration of 14 houses for
Palestinians in Lebanon... in dedication

to psychological security

Funded by the 1ICO, the Women’s Organization for Welfare
and Social Communication continued the implementation
of the second project to restore a number of dilapidated
houses for the neediest Palestinian families in the Shatila
and Burj al-Barajneh camps.

The project to restore the houses of Palestinian refugees in Leb-
anon reflects an important positive impact and transformation
in the lives of the beneficiary families, by alleviating their suffer-
ing from dangers and weather fluctuations. As well as shelter-
ing them and their families in safe houses that help them live
in dignity, reduce their material and psychological burdens, and
contribute to their stability and reassurance in their souls.

Furthermore, the project to rehabilitate and restore 14 houses
belonging to the families of the neediest Palestinian refugee
women came to guarantee them privacy and a decent life and
raise their level of psychological security, especially since the
restoration removed the risk factors resulting from the possibili-
ty of the collapse of any part of the houses.

Although more than 75 years have passed since their calamity
and their numbers have multiplied several times, Palestinian
refugees in Lebanon are still living in camps and gatherings of
limited size. In addition to the rigorous restrictions imposed on
the entry of most building materials, and the decision to prevent
ownership of real estate and housing that was issued in 2001. As
well as the inability of hundreds of Palestinian families in Leba-
non to restore and rehabilitate their houses due to the signifi-
cant increase in the prices of building materials and the wide-
spread increase in poverty and unemployment among them.
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Recently, there have been incidents of the roofs of some houses
collapsing, and some of their residents being seriously injured
or survived miraculously. As anxiety has become part of the
lives of refugees and their daily fear for their children, fearing
that their houses could fall on them and sudden disasters would
occur that they could not bear their consequences.

Moreover, the family of a refugee in the Rashidieh Camp in
southern Lebanon woke up when the roof of the house sudden-
ly collapsed on his children and his brother’s children. Without
the intervention of divine providence, an inevitable disaster
would have occurred.

The roof of another house in Burj al-Barajneh Camp, south of
Beirut, also collapsed on a family, causing three injuries among
its residents.

In addition, the spokeswoman for the UNRWA Relief and Works
Agency for Palestinian Refugees in Lebanon, Hoda Al-Samra, re-
vealed that there are 5,500 houses in various Lebanese camps
in need of restoration, which has made anxiety a part of the ref-
ugees’ lives, for fear of their houses falling on their heads and
occurrence of sudden disasters.

Based on this reality that Palestinian refugees in Lebanon are
experiencing, as well as its impact on their family lives, and their
request for help, the project to restore the houses of needy fami-
lies came to bring security, safety, and stability to their souls and
houses, and to help them integrate into the country of refuge.

The feasibility study for the project suggests that, in future simi-
lar projects, consideration shall be given to studying the possibil-
ity of renting an alternative home to some needy families whose
houses require their evacuation to be restored, and who lack the
financial capacity to secure an alternative at their expense.



Health Projects

Chairman of the Solidarity Society: Kuwait is pulsing heart to Palestine and its people

Providing urgent medical supplies to the towns of
Huwara and Beita to serve 25,000 Palestinians

Funded by the IICO, the Charitable Soli-
darity Society in Palestine implemented
a medical charity project, which involved
providing first aid materials and con-
sumables, in response to an emergency
distress call from the towns of Huwwara
and Beita in the city of Nablus.

The population in the two beneficiary areas
is approximately 25,000 Palestinians, and
the Society attributes the selection of those
two areas to the influx of many injuries into
the medical center in those two areas daily,
in addition to the daily medical services for
the residents.

Furthermore, the list of medical materials
includes the basic equipment and materials
needed in areas of direct contact, including
first aid stretchers, bandages to stop im-
mediate bleeding, special bandages to stop
bleeding from fire injuries, surgical sutures for operations, ster-
ile and rubber gloves, field ambulance bags, and a number of
necessary equipment.

The Chairman of the Solidarity Charitable Society, Dr. Alaa Ma-
gbool said that this project came at the right time, due to the
difficult situation that Palestine is going through in terms of
aggression, and the increasing number of injuries. As well as
the ongoing closures that impose great difficulty in delivering
aid to some areas, especially medical aid, expressing his great
gratitude for the implementation of such projects, due to their
importance and major role in alleviating the suffering of those
in need.
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He thanked the IICO and the State of Kuwait for their support for
the humanitarian situation in Palestine, hoping that this support
would continue from the State of Kuwait, which he described
as the beating heart and brotherly support of Palestine and its
people, and stressed that this giving has been continuing since
ancient times.

In this context, the towns of Huwwara and Beita are a point of
passage and daily contact with settlers and occupation forces,
as they are surrounded by five occupation checkpoints that sep-
arate Nablus from its surroundings, making it difficult for ambu-
lances to move and reach the injured people in a timely manner.
Recently, the attacks of the occupation and its settlers on the
people of the town and their property have increased, destroy-
ing and burning in full view of public opinion in front of the cam-
eras. As they prevent ambulances and their crews from arriving
in the town to rescue and transport the injured to hospitals in
the city of Nablus, and there were those who lost their lives due
to the lack of first aid supplies.

This is why the project is important to provide urgent medical
supplies and emergency relief to treat the wounded people, as
well as to save the lives of the residents of the Nablus area in
general, and the Huwara and Beita area in particular.

Moreover, providing medical consumables, first aid bags, and
emergency ambulance relief materials are among the necessary
and urgent requirements for first aid operations in the field for
the wounded in order to save lives until ambulances arrive and
transport the injured to hospitals for medical intervention and
the necessary surgeries.
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